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TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 

FRED ERIQ 

DUKE OF YORK AND ALBANY, 



&c. &c. &c. 



Sir, 



1 HE laft Sheets our Author 
lived to publifh, were dedicated to Your 

Royal Brother the Prince of Wales ; 

to whofe Patronage then could the Remainder 
of the Work be with fo much Propriety 
addreffed as to that of Your Royal 
Highness? But You have a ftill better 
Title, Sir, to this Homage; it is to Your 
Royal Highnefs that the Britifli Army looks 
up as the future Reftorer, of that uniform 
Syftem of Military Difcipline, which diftin* 
guifhed it under Your Great Uncle of 
glorious Memory; without which, in fpite 
of its native Valour, it will always fall far 

fliort 



vx 



DEDICATION. 



fhort of Perfeftion, and which, Experience 

f 

has proved, can in this Country never be 
long maintained but under the Aufpices of 
a Prince of the Royal Family. Deign then. 
Sir, to read, and to proteft this pofthumous 
Work of the almoft only original Military 
Writer of our Country ; his Precepts were 
written for Princes, and are worthy of 
them, 

9 

That Your Royal Highness may one 

Day have an Opportunity of applying them 
to the folid Advantage of the Nation, the 
increafed Luftre of its Arms, and Your own 
immortal Glory and Renown, is the fincere 
and ardent Wifli of him, who has the Honor 
to fubfcribe himfelf. with the warmeft At- 
tachment, and the moft profound Refpeft, 

Your Royal Highness's > 

Moft obedient, and devoted Servant, 

THE EDITOR. 



THE 



EDITOR'S PREFACE. 



/ 

— < 



TH E following Sheets are printed from a 
Manilfcript in General Lloyd's own Hand 
Writing, which he left nearly ready for the 
Prefs. Little elfe was wanting than fupplying fome 
Minutiae of Detail, fuch as Orders of Battle, et 
caetera, and the neceffary Topographical Illuftra- 
tions ; thefe the Editor has furniflied from the beft 
Materials he could procure, and further than this 
he has nothing to boaft. The Author's Stile he 
has left as he found it, referring the Reader to the 
General's own Excufe for it, contained in his Preface 
to the firft Volume. With refpeft to the Obfer- 

vations the Editor has hazarded in the Notes, he 

I 

has rather detailed the Author's Ideas than obtruded I 

any 



VIU 



THE EDITOR'S PREFACE. 



any of his own ; nor fliould he have ventured to 
do even that, but under the Convidion, that Truth 
and Knowledge' are to be produced only by Dif- 
cuflion, like Fire by CoUifion; and that by in- 
firing a Tafte for Military Criticifm into his 
Brother Soldiers, he might rendejr an eCfential Ser- 
vice to his Country, fince in corre£ling his Ideas, 
they muft almoft neceflarily purify and enlarge their 
own. 



HISTORY 



OF THE 



WAR in GERMANY; 



*w 



CAMPAIGN of 1758. 



C H A P. t. 

Of t]i0 Opendfms of the Praffima till the Taiuag of SchimdliAf; 

» • 

THE king of Pruflia commanded at Breiku during the 
months of December^ January, and February ; the fifteenth 
c^ March he left that city, accompanied by his brother Vbu€t^ 
prince Ferdinand, prince Maurice of Anhalt Deilau, prince Eugene 
ef Wiirtemberg, and feveral other generals, to contradt his quarters^ 
and afTemble his troops in the neighbourhood of Landfhut, in order 
to cover the fiege of Schweidnitz, with which he propofed beginning 
the operations of this campaign^ which would enable him to under- 
take fome other expedition of greater confequence in Bohemia or Mo« 
ravia, before the enemy could approach his frontiers. His majcfty's 
head-quarters were at Crcyfau, with fix regiments of infantiy, and 
fomebatallioDS of guards. His light troops, fupported by fome regu- 
lar infantry and cavalry as circum (lances required, were continually 
employed in harraffing the Auftrian pofts in the mountains, and driving 
them back, in order to prevent them from approaching Schweidnitz* 
Several expeditions were undertaken and executed with various fuccefs. 
Vol. IK B of 



3 HisTORvof the War 

of little tt no advsi&tage tb either party, and alwayt attended with 
great lofs of men, particularly in wi(iter : generals ara too lavifh of the 
blood of light troops, which are counted for nothing j they harrafi 
them continually in marches, and counter-marches, in attacking 
pods, &c. I am of opinion, that no operation whatever (hould be 
attempted, or poft "atmckcd, ufllcfs the poffeflibn of it be abfoltitely 
neccflary to facilitafe fcJme capital enferprifc. I would alfo recom- 
mend that the new recruits, on coming to the army at the beginning 
of the campaign, fhould be employed in the adranced pofts with the 
Kght troops,' to accuflom them to fee the enemy often. This in a 
ihort time would inure them to labour, and infpire them with courage 
and coolnefs equal to the veterans, 
Afffl, The neceflary preparations bdmg lliadc for the fiege of Schweidnitz, 

which had been blocked up during the winter, lieutenant general 
TrclkoVv, with five tfioufknd men infantry, two companies of 
miners, and thir^-five fquadrons of cavalry (in all about nine 
thoufand fix hundred men) opened the trenches before that place in 
the nig^t between the firil and fecond of April. In a few days nine 
()atteries wereereded, four of four cannon, and four howitzers, three 
of five mortars, each placed behind the former, one of five mortars, 
and one of eight twenty-four pounders. The thirteenth and four* 
teenth a new bomb battery oppofite the Waflar fort, and on the 
fifteenth at night took the Galgen fort by afTauIt, which reduced the 
governor lieutenant general Count Thierhaimb to furrender the fix* 
teenth. The garrifon confining of two general, one hundred and 
leventy-three officers, three thoufand four hundred and thirty-fix 
foldiers, one thoufand three hundred invalids, were made prifoners of 
war. Befides the cannon which the Auflrians had found in the place^ 
when they took it the preceding 3rear, there was found belonging to 
the Auflrians twenty twelve pounders, three twenty-four pounders, 
three of ten, eight mortars, ten pounders, one of thirty, ten of 
fixty, all brafs, and fix iron of fixty^ in all fifty-one pieces, cannon 

sod 



ia Gbumanv, i758« 3 
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and mortarf • The lofs of the Pruffians was two officers^ three under 
officers, one bombardier, ninety-one foldiers, and five common mea 
kflledj fourteen officers, ten under officers, two bombardiers, two 
hundred and thirty«one foldiers, and four men belonging to the army 
wounded. 

This place is by no means ftrong; it was taken the preceding year 
by the Auftrians in nearly the (ame fpace of time. In one thouiand 
feven hundred and fixty-one Laudohn took it in a few hours fword in 
hand, without opening the trenches ; and it was finally retaken in one 
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-two, after a defence of ten weeks. 
Whence proceeded this very great difference ? From thedifierence of cha« 
raders, and abilities of the diffirrent perfons, who conduced the fiege and 
defence, in the diffirrent periods. The laft fiege was remarkable for the 
noble defence the place made owing chiefly to the fuperior abilities of 
M. Gribauval, now a lieutenant general, and I believe at the head of 
the department of artillery in France. We ihall therefore in the 
fequel give an exa£t: plan of the place, and its environs, with the pp-* 
fitions of the refpedtive armies during die fiege, and a journal of it^ 
with fome remarks of our own, on that event, which concluded the 
war, for no other enterprife of confequence was afterwards undertaken 
or executed. 

The retaking of Schweidnitz reduced the ftate of the w;ir to what it 
was at the bres^king out of it ; the fatal battle of Leiithen was t^e 
caufe. Had jhc Auftrianj avoided it, being in poflcffion of Glatz and 
Schweidnitz, and their army jx)werful, this campaign might and 
ought to have begun with the fiege of Glogau, which the approach of 
the Ruffians would have facilitated. Ncifs muft have fallen of courfe. 
The war was finished ; Silefia conquered : the Pruffians could not 
pretend to defend Brandebourg and Pomerania after the taking 

<ylogau, when attacked and furrounded by the Auftrians, Ruffians, 
and Swedes. 

B 2 CHAP. 
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History of the War 



C H A P. II. 

Of the Operadons of the Praflianf and Aufbians after the taking oF Schweidnitei till the 
retreat of the former from Olmatz into Sileiia^ with Refle^ons. ' 



AFTER the taking of Schweidnkz, the king of Pruflia in- 
tending to penetrate into Moravia, and befiege Olmutz, ordered 
the troops which were to compofe that army, to aiTemble near 
Reichenbach^ and from thence to proceed towards Neifs. General 
Ziethen, with a corps of about eight thouiand men, was detached towards 
Upper Lu&tia*« General Fouquet, with about an equal number, was 
left in the county of Glatz, from whence he fent troops to occupy the 
mountains on his right towards Friedland, which effeAually covered 
the march of the former. In the mean time the king vifited the 
county of Glatz^ and ordered the roads leading to Landfcron and 
Habelfchwerd to be repaired. 

The Auilrians quitted their quarters on the nineteenth of April, and 
went to occupy the camp, which had been traced for them at 
Skalitz (on the frontier of the county of Glatz) where the head 
quarters was eftablifhed. General Bofcow with a confiderable corps, 
was placed at Trautenau on the road which leads from Bohemia to 
Landfhut and Schweidnitz in Sileiia. The duke of Aremberg, 
with the corps of reierve was pofted at Nachod, and general Lau- 
dohn with his light troops at LfCwin. Before we proceed further in 
relating the operations of this campaign, it will be right to give a 
ftate of the Pruflian forces, and bow and where they were employed. 



* The kbg (ayt , he waa feat to Landflnit, and rejoined hit army hcSatt Olmatz, about 
the loth of June* 
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The Pruffian army deftined to befiege Olmutz being aflembled at 
NdU8» inarched in two columns, and in three days that led by the 
kiag arrived at Troppau, and the other led by Marfhal Keith, who 
was to command the fiege at JagerndorfF, thefe two columns entered 
the plains of Olmutz the third of May, one by Sternberg, and the other 
by Gibau. Part of thefe troops pafied the Morave at Littau^ and 
went to encamp near Marifch Neuftadt ; General de Villc who had 
commanded the troops in Moravia during the vf'inter, threw the 
grcateft part of his infkntry into Olmutz, and with his cavalry retired 
to Profnitz* The king ordered a detachment of two regiments of 
bniTarB under Colonel Werner to march to OUchan, where the Auftriana 
had fome magazines covered by a fmall detachment which retired 
without lo(s« The Pruffiana fupported by his nouijefty in perfon, with 
tt corps of infiuitiy and dragoons^ advanced towards Proihitz, from 
whence General de Ville retired with his cavalry, and occupied a ftrong 
poft at Predlitz, oa which prince Eugene of Wiirtembei^^ with four 
raiments of dragoons, one of huflars^ and ibme batallioaa of infimtiy 

occupied Proihitz^ 

General Fouquet obierving by Marfhal Daun's motions, that he 
proposed marching towards Moravia^ having reinforced the garrifon of 
Glatz, went with the remainder of his corps to Neift, and froai 
tiience conveyed the ammunition and artiUeiy deiigned for the fiege 
of Olmutz towards that place^ and on tl^ twelfth of May arrived at 
Gibau, upon which the king, then at Littau at the head of about 
ten thoufand men» went to join the prince of Wiirtemberg, who com- 
manded about eight thou&nd men at Cretkowitz. Thefe two corps 
were formed in two lines, the artillery of reierve was placed on a high 
ground between them, general Fouquet with the heavy artillery^ 
mnmnnition, &c. replaced the troops which had been drawn from 
Littau by prince Maurice of Anhalt Deflau* 

The kingt with a great body of troops, chiefly cavaliy, left Czet« 
hsfmtz, pafled by ProlniUt^ advanced to attack General de Ville at 

PredUtz. 
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Predlitz. This laft retired towards Wifchau; there was a fmart 
aftion at the village of Driflitz, in which, after fome lofs on both 
fides, the Pruflians were repulfed by Count St. Ignon, who com- 
manded the Auftrians. The day following the king retired to his 
former camp near Profnitz*, Soon after the Pruflians began to con- 
tract their differont poflis, in order to befiege Olmutz; Markgravc 
Charles occupied Neuftadt; prince Maurice, Littau; general Wedel, 
Nameft; the king, the heights between Profnitz and the Moiave. 
The trenches were opened before Olmutz the twenty-feventh of this 
month, on the fide of Tobitfchau, beyond the river; a regiment of 
dragoons, five hundred hufiTars, and two batallions were feat to inveft 
the place on that fide. 

General Laudohn, who conduced the avantgarde of Marihal Daun's 
army with about five thoufand men, chiefly light troops, quittedhis poft at 
Lewin the fecond of May, and marched to Reichenau. The main army 
on the third likewiie left the camp of Skalitz, and went to Wodierad. 
A confiderable body of troops commanded by general Harfch, was 
pofled at Nachod, to cover Bohemia on that fide; while Marfhal Daua 
advanced to Chotzen on the fourth^ and the day following encamped at 
Leitomifchel. In the mean time general Laudohn advanced to 
Laodfcron, and being informed that General de Ville had retired to- 
wards Profnitz, advanced to Hohenfladt, where he arrived on the 
fixth, and immediately occupied the pofls of AufTee and MugUtz, from 
whence flrong parties were continually detached to obferve and re- 
ftrain thofe of the enemy. In the mean time general Jahnus, with a 
confiderable body of light troops> took pofl at Schildberg the fixth„ 
and fent detachments to Schomberg and Grunberg, from whence he 
would obferve the motions of the Pruflians, and interrupt their com« 
munication witliTroppau and Upper Silefia. On the nineteenth this 
general took pofl at Aller Heiligen^ near Muglitz^ and from thence 

fent 

. • Sec Note.A» 



in GerIiany, 1758. 9 

Cent detacliment$ on the enemy's communications towards Bahra and 
HofF, which alarmed their polls, attacked fevcral with fuccefs, and de- 
ftroyed and took feveral of the traniports fent into the country to coU 
lc(ft forage, &c. in all which Ikirmifties the Auftrians ©btaincd great 
advantages. The progrcfs of the liege was greatly interrupted by thefc 
continual attacks ; for which reaibn the king, at th^ head of ten bat* 
tallions, fifteen fquadrons of cavalry, and two of hulTars, with fome 
artillery. Inarched at eleven o'clock in the night, between the twenty-* 
firft and twenty-fecond of May, and at break of day began a terrible fire 
of artillery againll the pods, which general Laudohn had at Namieft 
and Belvedir, which lafted till fix in the evening; when general 
Laudohn advanced with two regiments of hufilats to fupport his polls, 
on whole appearance thofe of the Prullians halted, and foon after 
returned to their camp, having loft fome menin their retreat ; a batal^ 
lion of their grenadiers was attacked by the Auftrians fword in hand, 
and fufiFered very confiderably; the Auftrians loft two captains, a lieu* 
tenant, and thirty men on this occafion*. 

On the twenty •third of May : the army under MarlhalDaun, left Leito- 
mifchel, and encamped at Z wittaw, and the next day marched to Ge* 
witfch, where it occupied a very ftrong camp, the right flank being poftec) 
^t the town and ftretching from thence to a village called Kornitz, on 
the road which runs between Drofnitz and Tyrnau ; it turned off there 
in a potence formed by the cavalry belonging to the left wing^ 
The corps of grenadiers and carabiniers occupied the height in front of 
the town between Jarmeritz and Bilkupitz, the referve encamped on 
the right of the army with its left to Gewitfch, and its right to Op« 
patowitz ; a finall rivulet with marlhy banks covered the front, and 
fome dykes the left flank. Here the Marlhal remained till the fixteenth 
of June. Meanwhile the corps commanded by General Harlch 
marched to Marifch Tribau : the country between thele pofts and tholj: 
of the Pruflians was filled by the troops under Generals Laudohnt 
Jahnus, and de Ville, fo that not a day paflTed without many ikirmilh-^ 

C cs, 
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es ; and though in fome of them the Auftrians were forced to retire, 
upon the whole they always reaped the advantage, by interrupting tlie 
operations of the enemy, and forcing him to contract his pofts, ib that 
he could draw little or no forage or other fuccours from the country 
itfelf ; every thing muft come from Troppau, about forty miles off, 
which road was continually infcfted by the feveral detachments ported 
in the neighbouring mountains. One of thcfe attacked a confiderablc 
convoy on the twenty-eighth near Heidenpiltfch, difpcrfed the efcortc, 
took about three hundred waggons with moft of the horfes, and carried 
them off. Laudohn attacked the Pruffians at Lafkow with fuccefs. 
Mohring's huflars were totally difperfed, and loft many men and horfes. 
Colonel le Noble, at the head of eight hundred men and fbme cannon. 
Was attacked by Lieutenant Colonel Lanius near Sternberg, and totally 
routed, having loft four hundred men taken prifoners with three pieces of 
cannon, the convoy deftroyed, himfelf wounded with about two hundred 
men only efcaped. Onthefiftecnthof JuncMarfhal Daunordered General 
June. ^'* Jfg^o^ with a ftrong detachment of cavalry to advance towards Prerau 
on the left of the Morave to reftrain the enemy's parties from plunder- 
ing the country. The fame day the Marfhal having made his difpofi* 
tions for the march of the army on the day following, went off in the 
evening, though late, to examine the camp he propofed occupying ; 
■ accordingly the army broke up before day break, and proceeded in five 
columns to the camp marked out, near a village called Prodivanow, 
where it arrived at fix^io the evening, the march having been retarded 
hy heavy rains which brokfc the roads, which were otherwife very bad, 
to they paflcd through great and difficult mountains, pafles, &c. 
The heavy baggage was left behind. The feventeenth the march was re- 
fumed in the moft fecret manner, and the army proceeded in three 
columns, the Marfhal at the head of the van compofed of the grena- 
diers and carabiniers, that he might form his diipofi tions according to 
-the circumftances which might occur during the march, being near 
the enemy (a method which all Generals ihould imitate in fuch cafes)* 

This 
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This march^ like that of the preceding day^ was difficult, . on account 
of the mountains, ravins, &c. through which it pafTed. The army 
halted in coming out of the lail pafles that the whole might come up, 
which being done, it proceeded to occupy the camp traced between 
Prddlitz and Evanowitz, and was there joined by the corps under Ge-« 
neral de Ville. 

Thefe fine and decifive marches were planned with fuch wifdom, 
{ind condudted with fuch iecrecy, that the enemy had not the leaft 
intclligencd of them, infomuch that their troops were then foraging 

in that neighbourhood, when the army arrived. 

« 

On the eighteenth General St. Ignon attacked a Prujflian poft at 
Hollitz, confifting of two batalUons and two fquadrons of Bareuth's 
dragoons, and three of Putkanuner's, and forced them to abandon 
it with great lofs. Count Stainville, brother to the duke of Choifeul, 
who attacked the enemy's left, took a pair of filver kettle drums, 
killed near two hundred men, and made one hundred and five 
prifbners ; thoie on the other wing had equal fuccefs* This affair 
being happily concluded. Count St. Ignon was returning with his 
detachment to his former poft, and was about a league from Hollitz^ 
when a dragoon came from Olmutz to inform him, that the gar-^ 
rifon made a fally, and that they had fhut up the enemy at the 
village of Wifternitz, whom they defired the Couiit to attack. On 
which, though the troops under his command were extremely 
fatigued, the Count,' without hefitating a moment, wheeled about 4 
on approaching Wifternitz he perceived jfeven fquadrons of the 
enemy which feemed difpofed to attack him in his rear ; he ordered 
his detachment to wheel right about, and inftantly charged them, 
and though fupported by a batallion of infantry, and two pieces 
of cannon, they were totally dcftroyed, having loft near eight 
hundred men killed and wounded j among the latter was general 
Meyer, who commanded them. 

C 2 The 
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The regiment of light horfe had been raifed during the winter, 
and greatly diftinguifhed itfelf on sthis occaiion, like our Elliot's, 
though it was the firft adlion of confequence in which it had been 
engaged. 

It is obfervable that new raifed infantry do not in general behave 
fo well as new raifed cavalry ; the reafon I believe is, that the former 
being placed in a line, and moving flowly has too much time to 
reiledt on the danger of its fituation; when cavalry being inflantly 
brought to a£tion, moreover incited by emulation, goes on with 
more vigour than the old regiments. If there is not in the troops 
a fenfe of honour, /ear then prompts them to ad with the utmoil 
vigour, which is regarded as the only means to finifh the danger. 

This«a6;ion does much honour to the zeal, valour and wifdom of 
Count St. Ignon and his officers. It is an example worthy to be 
imitated, and we therefore recommend it to our brethren. 

The new pofition taken by Marfhal Daun fo near the Plruffians, 
obliged his Majefly to contract his pofls that he might be in fufficient 
force, either to attack him or defend himfelf in cafe he was attacked ; 
he therefore recalled the corps pofled at Neufladt and Littau, and 
placed them in the camp near Proflnitz and Czetcowitz. On the 
twentieth his Majefly at the head of ten or twelve thoufand men,, 
advanced on the hills beyond Prasdlitz in order to reconnoitre 
Marfhal Daunts camp, and at the fame time to cover a foraging 
made in the village on his right ; thefe two objeds being fulfilled, he 
returned to his camp at Proflnitz. 

On the twenty-firfl Marfhal Daun detached General Baron Bulow 
with twelve thoufand men, with orders to march by Prerau into 
Olmmz, which he executed the day following without lofing a 
man. 

The Pruflians made a great foraging on the twenty-third, aban- 
doned the Qtountains of Rumback near Littau^ retired to Klein 

Senitz 
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Scnite and rcmforccd their pofts at Lalkow, with two regiments 
of infantry and one of cavalry drawn from the corps at Profnitz, 
and from that which made the iiege of OUnutz. They alfo with*- 
drew the reft of their troops from Littau». and concentered their 
forces near Olmutz; and to prevent the Auftrians from paffing 
the Morava, broke up their bridges on that river at Nenakowitz, 
and Duh. The twenty-fixth the corps which carried on the fiegc 
were reinforced by about eight thoufand men chiefly cavalry, which 
occupied Wifternitz, Teinitz^ Hollitz, etcstera, on the left of the 
Morava to prevent the Auftrians firom throwing any more fuccours 
into the place on that fide, while the king with the main army did 
the fiune on the other dde. 

On the twenty-ieventh after dinner^. Marfhal Daun unexpediiedly 
ordered his army to march to> Dobromiditz, his right came towards 
Klenowitz^ and his left at the former place^ both covered by two 
finall rivers* His motives for taking up this new poiition were 
probably as follows 3 in the firft place, to draw the king's whole 
attention to his own iafety, under the perfuafion that he was oa 
the point of being attacked, and confequently preventing his Majefty 
from making any confiderable detachments* In the next place, to 
cover the march of a corps that he ient acrofs the Morava, under 
the command of General Ziikowitz ; for the Marlhal being informed 
that a great convoy conlifting of feveral thou^ind waggons, loaded 
with ftores, money and provifions, efcorted by twelve or fourteen 
thoufand men commanded by general Ziethen, was advancing from. 
Nicfs by Troppau, to the camp at Olmutz, determined to attack it> 
accordingly he detached general Laudohn, who was poftcd at 
Willinow with about fix thouiand men, to fall upon it on that fide, 
and General Ziikowitz with the fame force to do the like on the 
other. Theft two generals came up with the convoy between 
JBautfch and Domfiattle and inftantly attacked, difperfed and defeated 

the 
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theefcorte, which lofl about three thoufand men. * -General Laudohh 
made prifoners, general Putkammcr, two majors^ twenty officers, 
two hundred foldiers, with fix pieces of cannon, and near one thou- 
fand waggons, while general Zifkowitz took thirty officers, two 
batallions of eight hundred men each compleat, fix pieces of cannon, 
and near one thoufand waggons ; General Ziethen was forced back 
to Troppau, a very fmall and trifling part of the convoy arrived in 
the camp before Olmutz. This remarkable adtion deferves to be tranf* 
mitted to pofterity, with all the particulars of it, as it will furniffi aa 
ufeful leiTon to fuch officers as may be employed on iimilar occafions« 
We fhall therefore give here a tranflation of the different accounts 
publifhed of it, by both parties. 

Though this fiege was conduced as all others, which I believe 
differ only in a greater or lefier degree of vigour (hewn on both iides^ 
the mode of carrying it on muft be the &me, the points of attack 
alfo muft be regulated by the portion of the place, and the greater 
or leffer facility of approaching it, on one fide rather than on the 
other, all places being conftruded on the &me principle, the method 
of attacking them is determined by rules analagous to the trenches, 
parallels, faps,. mines, galleries, batteries, &c. and their conftruc-* 
tions; contrary to cuftom, the befieged fhewed more vigour ^thaa 
the befiegers. We fhall therefore give the journal of the fiegej 
and the more fo as it will ferve to explain fbme other tranfadions^. 

* The Journal alluded to> as well as the accounts of the deftrudHon of the convoy, as pub- 
liflied by the refpe^ve pardes» not having been found among the Author's papers, the Editor 
has fapplied that deficiency by an Extraft from Colonel Templchoff 'i very accurate Work* 
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Journal of the Siege of Olmutz. 

After general Fouquet's corps had joined the camp at Krenau, 
Field Marfhal Keith took upon himfelf' the command of it and the 
condua of the fiegej he had under his orders lieutenant general 
Fouquet, and Major generals Schenkendorf, prince Francis of Brunf- 
wick and Rebentifch. The king came to the camp from Proihitz, 
and after he had reviewed the army of the fiege, and the train of 
artillery, he rode out accompanied by the general officers and 
engineers, to reconnoitre the fortrefs and its environs, and gave 
out the neceffary orders refpeding the fiege. The corps appointed 
to carry it on, was ordered immediately to inveft the town on the 
fide of Drofnitz, and tu form a chain oif pofts in fuch a manner, 
as that that whole extcnfive ipacc might be occupied. The right 
wing was on the Morava and had Neuftift before its front, and 
Nimlau in the rear; the left extended itfelf beyond Krenau, and 
"had this village in its rear j the Field Marihal's head quarters was 
in Schnabellin, and was occupied by the batallion of Lattorf,, and 
the two companies of miners. Near this village was placed the 
artillery, and the depot of all the other neceflary ftores for cacrying 
on the fiege in Horcke, a village on the left. Near a foreft, was 
placed the bakery, to which . were attached two hundred ancj fifty 
vvraggons of the Proviant-train, and here alfo was a depot of ipeal 
and forage, and the field hofpital belonging to this corps ; f wo 
companies of the batallion of Naumeifter were pofl:ed to protedt 
thefe, and the two others on *the bridge of Chometau. On the right 
wing, near the regiment of Pannerwitz, was a bridge thrown 
over the Morava, to facilitate the communication with the coimtry 
ton the other fide of that river ; this was occupied by a corps under 
. ihe command of general Meier of thtj dragoons, which was ported 

as 
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as follows : the batallion of Naimchefiky in Lodcnitz, two hundred 
jagers in DruiTowitz^ ten fquadrons of Bareuth dragoons, and two 
fquadrbas of Seydlitz's huflars in the neighbourhood of Starnau^ 
and Bauniowitzj this little corps was fo diilributed^ in order to 
maintain the communication with Sileiia, with which view alio 
the free batallions, Le Noble and Salenmon occupied Sternberg, 
in order to cover the fiege; his Majefty polled himfelf at Profnitz, 
with a corps coniifting of the following regiments. 

Infantry. 



1 gnn, T>at. 


. Haake. 


2 batallions^ old Brunfwick. 


I ditto 


Kremzow. 


2 batallions of guards. 


2M. B. 


Charles. 


I batallion Retzow. 


a — — 


Kannaker. 


I gr. bat. Carlowitz. 




Itzenplitz. 


I ditto Wcdch 




A ^AAV%«^ w V \^VlwA. 


2 ■ 


Wedel. 


I ditto Diringlhofen. 


2 —— . 


Lattorf. 


I ditto Benkendorf. 




C A V 


A L R Y. 


5 fqoadr. 


Gardes du corps. 


5 fquadrons Seidlitz. 




Gens d'Armes. 


5 ■ Norman dragoons* 




Carabiniers. 






Krokow. 


5 ■ Young Krokow. 




Schmettau. 




lo — 


Ziethen's H, 


lo — — Werner's H. 


lO — 


Putkammer. 


lo ' ' Mohring. 



Total 21 batallions. 

S8 fquadrons* 
The generals attached to this corps were to the infantry ; lieutenant 
general Prince Ferdinand^ major generals Geift, Biilow, Kahlden^ 
Wedel— to the cavalry^ lieutenant generals Prince of Wiirtcmbcrg, 

Ziethen 
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Zicthen, and Seydlltz, and major generals Lentulus, Bredow, 
Schmettau, the Younger Krokow, CzetteritZt and Putkammer. Tlic 
bakery, with two hundred and fifty waggons of the proviant-train^ 
was in Drehowitz. 

In the camp near Littau, or Afchmeritz, were pofl:ed the follow- 
ing corps under the orders of Prince Maurice, who fopceeded in this 
command to Field Marlhal Keith. 

zbatallions. Prince of Pruilia. 2 batallions, Aflebourg. 
2 — Forcade. z — MunchauinLittau. 

2 — Manteufel. 

I gren. bat. Schenkendorf. i gren. bat. Rath. 

1 — Rohr. I — . Heyden. 

5 fquadrons Schoneich. 5 fquadrons Kyau. 

5 — • " Bredow. 200 Ziethen's huffars* 

Total 15 batallions. 
15 fquadrons. 
The generals attached to this corps were, lieutenant generals Forcade 
and Neuwied, and major generals Prince Charles of Bevern, Lattorf, 
Saldera, and Kreutz, to the infantry;' Schoneich and Krokow, to the 
cavalry. The bakery for thefe troops was in Littau, together with 
the field commifilariat, the military cheft, the magazine of meal, and 
other provifions, the hofpital, and four hundred and fifty waggons of 
the proviant-train. 

In the camp of Neuftadt, under the Markgrave Charles, were 

I grenadier batallion, Beverling. 
I ■ Manteufel. 

1 ■ Unruh. 

2 M. B. Geift. 

2 Kalkftein. 

7 batallions. 

And 3 fquadrons of Sejdlitz's hu0ars. 
Vol. n. D The 
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Ttie generalft ¥^th ^tbeif; were^ lieutervint generals the prince of. 
H^f^ C^ikX 9p^ RetTOW^ ^nd major generals Kannakcr^ Bofoftadtj. 
apd. Golt?>, This corps drew i^s fubfiftencc from Littau. 

The Auftrians on their fide were alfo feparated into ieveral corps i 
Mar£hal Daun^ with the grand army» encamped near Leutomifchel, 
and general Harich hdviag quitted bis poft at Nachod on the feven« 
teenth^ was advanced as far as Nikel; general Laudohn^ with his^ 
light troops, was Aatio4>ed near KonitZj. and extended his podsi to 
Willbow, Namieft, Laikow, Ptin, and fo on, to keep up his com- 
munication with De Ville, who with a ftrong corps of cavalry, was 
pofled on the road to Brinn j general Janus occupied the heights or 
AUerheiligen,. near MugUtz, with his light troops, who pofTefled 
themfelves alfo of Seren, Loftitz, the cafUe of Bulbw, and Auflee. 
Colonel Lanutts,. with about a thoufand light troopap. was^ at Fried- 
land and Lobnick, to obferve and moleft the road of communication 
with Silefia. 

The niMnbers of tbeir light tro<^ (the greater part of whom are 
compofed of men who are to be depended on, and who are accuftomed 
to a very hardy courfe of life), gave the Auftrian genejpals a confid«- 
able advantage; and they are obliged to them for the fuccefs of many 
of their eaterprizes, which otherwife they perhaps never would have 
rifked4 They projEut by this fiiperioritjr in light troops,, tor draw round 
their encampments a chain of a prodigious extent, confining not 
merely of fingle pofls^ but of fmall corpse,, fo that the grand army is not 
only perfed:ly fecured froaoi fuirprizes, but is enabled behind this cur«- 
tain to make various movementa^ without their opponents receiving 
the leaft intelligence of their motions, till they are drawn up and 
ready to attack him; all their marches are by this means covered, and 
it is abfolutely impoffible to atmck them on die move, fince it com- 
monly happens that a chain of thefe troops is drawn quite from the 
camp they quit to that which they are to take up; defertion for the 
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lame reaibn can never be very great among them, although an 
Auflrian army contains as many foreigners, or perhaps hiore, than 
Mfy Other. Their opponents on the contrary are expofed to various 
little accidents, which though thty decide nothing on the whole, arc 
neverthelefs very troublefome to the troops. They muft pay the 
ftrifteft attention to render fecure the communications with their de- 
tached corps and magazines, the enemy's light troops infefting the 
whole country, and watching every opportunity to fnap up fomething, 
whereiii they are very often fuccefsful. 

Between the king's army and the corps under prince Miurice at 
Littau, there was a confidcrablc fpace left entirely open; and this cir- 
cumftance gave general Laudohn an opportunity through his detach- , 

ments ported at Willinow and Namieft, to render the communication 
between the two extremely infecurc; this was the more troublefome 
inafinuch as the confumption of the bakery in Drehowitz was to be 
fupplied from the magazine in Littau, and to this end tranfports were 
conftantly paffing to and fro. The king determined hereupon to drive 
Laudohn away. With this view, in the night of the twenty-firft and 
twenty-fecond of May, he put himfelf in motion with a ftrong corps 
of troops in three columns; the iirfl; under the command of the prince 
of WUrtemberg, confifted of the grenadier batallion of Diringfliofen, 
five hundred dragoons, and five hundred huflars, of Werner; they 
moved forward to Blumenau, and there remained to cover the march . r^* 

of the others againft the corps under De Ville. The fecond under 
Ziethen, which confifted of the fecond batallion of Lattorf, and five 
hundred dragoons, was deftined to take the enemy in the right flank ^ 
and with this view marched by Roftelitz, Starechowitz, and Czech, 
to' Premeflowitz : in the third column, under generals Geift and Put- 
kammer, was the grenadier batallion Carlowitz, the fecond batallion 
of Markgrave Charles, the fecond of Kannaker^ and the fecond of old 
Brunfwick; they took their march by Czech, and from thence over 
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the mountains ftrait to Namicft. At the jQime time prince Maurice 
had received orders to detach prince Charles of Bevern with the grena«i 
dier batallion, Schenkendorf, the fecond batallion of Manteufel, and 
the fecond of AfTeburg, with fifty huflars, ftrait to Willinow and 
Namieft, to come on the left flank and the rear of the enemy; all thefe 
columns marched off in fuch a manner as to arrive at the fame moment 
at day-break at their feveral pofts; the fuccefs meanwhile did not 
anfwer thefe excellent difpofitions. 

General Laudohn had received timely intelligence of the king's ap- 
proach^ as well from his advanced pofts as from bis ipies, among 
whom you might reckon almoft every peafant in the country round 
about; befides this, the detachment under the prince of Bevern, ar- 
rived earlier than the other columns, and put the enemy in motion. 
The fmall advanced detachments did not lofe a moment in falling back 
on their main body, leaving the greater part of their baggage behind 
them; and the mountainous and woody nature of the country (of 
which the light troops knew every foot path) gave general Laudohn 
the means of gaining the heights behind Konitz i without any confi- 
derable lofs. Indeed Ziethen's huflars found an opportunity to take 
prisoners one captain and one lieutenant of Croats, and one captain and 
one lieutenant of huflars, with forty-eight Croats, and to cut feveral 
more in pieces. There was on both fides a good deal of cannonading, 
but without effeft; the enemy keeping conftantly at a diftance, where 
^** there was no getting at them. The king followed them as far as 

Konitz, but when he faw that no eflential advantage was to be ob- 
tained from purfuing them any further, he fent back his troops to their 
pofts again. 

As foon as Marflial Daun received advice that the army of the fiege, 
with the neceflary ammunition, and other ftores, was come before 
Olmutz, he thought it was then time to approach the king, and to 
devife fome means of relieving the fortrefs. With this defign he 

broke 



in Ge ft MANY, 1758. 91 

broke up liis c$mp at Lcitomifchel, on the twenty- third marched to 
Zwittau, and on the twenty-fourth toGewiez; at the fame time 
general Harfch advanced from Nikel, and the fame day encamped near 
Muglitz, on the heights of AUerheiligen : General Jahnus on the other 
hand pofled himfelf near Lofliz, and compelled the out-pofls of 
prince Maurice's corps, which occupied Remnitz and Neufchlofs to 
retire nearer to the camp. General de Ville advanced once more 
with his corps as far as Wifchau, and general Efterhazi was fent with 
feme light troops to Ptin, to preferve the communication between 
him and the grand army^ the vanguard of this, under the prince of 
Lowenftein, took port near Konitz to fuftain General Laudohn, who, 
notwithfbnding the little check he had received, flill continued his 
expeditions. 

In Olmutz General Marflial was indefatigable in carrying on his 
preparations for the defence of the place, on the capture of which the 
deftiny of the campaign feemed to depend. So foon as he was aiTured 
that the fiege was ferioufly undertaken, he caufed part of the fuburbs 
to be burnt, part to be demolished; the works to be repaired in many 
places, newoncstobeconftrudted, ^nd all holes, ditches, and hollow 
ways in front of them to be filled up, however fmall the advantage 
might be, which the befiegers could derive from them. He caufed 
likewiie fome thouiand fafcines and gabions to be prepared in the 
neighbouring foreft to ferve for the reparation of the damaged works 
during the fiege; and laftly, he laid under water the greateft part of 
environs on the fide of the convent called Klofter Hradifch. Within 
the city he gave the neceffary orders to the burghers for the preierva- 
tion of the police, and for their conduit in various accidents to which 
they muft beexpofed during the fiege; the ufelefs mouths were like- 
wife fent away, and all the cattle and other provifibns colledled 
together from the neighbouring villages, in order to guard againft 
famine, an evil far more dreadful to a befieged town, than all the can- 
non 
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non (hot of the beficgcrs. In fliort, he provided for every thing, and 
difplayed fo much prudence and (kill in his conduct, that in any event 
he was aiTured of the approbation of his mafters, and the efteem of his 
enemy i whether through his fteady and courageous oppofition he pre- 
ferved the place, or were in the end compelled to give it up with 
honour, after a brave defence. The befiegcrs on their part were not 
left aftive; and by the twenty-fifth every thing, whether fafcines, 
gabions, or whatever other preparations are neceffary, either for the 
^igineers or artillery, were colle£ted together in the depot at Schna- 
bellin, a line of circumvallation drawn about their camp from the 
Morava as far as the wood of Horka. 

The engineers diligently examined the ground round the town to 
determine upon the fitteft point of attack ; they found that the greater 
part might be laid under water, excepting what lies between Hatfchin 
and Neuftift, which rifes continually as you leave the town. It was 
therefore immediately determined that the attack muit be made on this 
fide J but againft which part of the works it might be directed with 
the greateft advantage, this remained Aill to be determined on. 

About iifteen hundred paces from the fortrefs goes the road to 
Profnitz, called the Imperial road, over a fmall height which is 
named the Tafelberg, and lofes itfelf in the plain by degrees as it ap- 
proaches the town; over this height ran a hollow way, fome hun- 
dred paces in length, parallel with the works of the town, and after- 
warxls turned and wound about in fuch a manner as to form natural 
approaches to the town. Colonel Balby, of the engineers, to whom 
the conduct of the fiege was entrulled, promifed himfelf great advan- 
tages from the fituation of this hill, a man being able diftindlly fo 
evcrlook from it every part of the enemy's works; befides, he thought 
the artillery could not eafily find a more commodious fpot to place the 
ricochet batteries in the firft parallel ; and as he was looked upon as a 
man of more than ordinary ikiil in his profeffion, and having been pre- 
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ftnt at various iieges, ad Bergen op Zoom for inftance^ had joined 
pradice to his theory ; his opinion was liflened to^ and it was deter* 
mined to employ this poft to the beft advantage. After this point was 
fettled; there ftill remained the queftion, whether it were better to go 
with the firft parallel to the right of the hill down to the Povalka, a 
finall branch of the Morava, over againft Neuftift, or to the left, till 
it met the river not fer from Hatfchin ; if the latter were chofen, no- 
thing was to be feared from the works enfilading the trenches ; but on 
the other hand» it was apprehended that they might be flooded by the * 
time the fap was brought to the foot of the Glacis : of this there was 
truly no danger in the former cafe ; but then one expofed the trenches 
and parallels during the continuation of the work, to the danger of 
being taken in flank and enfiladed along th6ir whole extent by the 
works which the enemy had conflru£bed in the iflands near the place 
called Salzergut, and which from hence were known to the befiegers 
by the name of the Water- Fort. 

Thefe works could during the continuance of the fiege be ftill fur- 
ther augmented, and they were by fo much the more dangerous, as 
they lay very low j made 2ifeu ra/ant, themoft dangerous of all, and 
were fearcely expofed to be injured, or their fire filcnced/ by the ar- 
tillery of the befiegers. 

This circumftance appeared however to Colonel Balby to be of no 
importance. He thought to be able to cover himfclf from them to the . 
rear, and even hoped to ruin the works themielves by his bombs and 
grenades. It was therefore determined to conduct the attack on this 
fide, and the night of the twenty-feventh and twenty-eighth of May 
was appointed for opening the trenches. 

At five o'clock in the afternoon, the batallions appointed to cover 
this operation afl'embled, as did alfo one thoufand three hundred and 
twenty-five working men from the regiments, who being provided 
with, the neceiiary initruments, waited for the time of breaking 
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ground ; it was propofed not only to draw the firft parallel, and the 
communications leading thither, but alfo to compleat in the firft 
night, a battery of twelve cannons, and two mortar batteries, one 
of twelve and the other of four pieces. The working men were 
divided into four parties ; the firft was commanded by Colonel Balby, 
it confifted of one major, two captains, and four lieutenants of engi- 
neers, fifteen miners, and two hundred working men of Markgravc 
Henry's regiment, thefe were appointed to prepare one half of the 
parallel^ from the middle of the Tafelberg, about four hundred paces 
on to the right hand, as alfo an epaulement for the cavalry. 

Colonel Wredel of the engineers commanded the fecond divifion, 
which confifted of two captains, four lieutenants, fifteen miners, 
and two hundred working men from prince Henry's regiment, 
thefe were ordered to compleat the remainder of the parallel. 

Lieutenant colonel Embers with the third divifion, confifting 
of three captains, three lieutenants, thirty miners, two hundred 
men of prince Francis's regiment, as many of Fouquets, with 
three hundred peafants, was appointed to draw the communications, 
and extend them to their opening into the approaches; the re- 
maining five hundred and twenty-five men, were attached to the 
artillery for the conftrudtion of the batteries. 

As foon as it was dark, the covering batallions marched out in 
two columns, obferving the greateft filence; they were followed 
by the different divifions of working men. As foon as the former 
were come to the fpot appointed, they formed themfelves in a line. 
With confiderable intervals, in front of the parallel, to be opened ; 
and each batallion detached two platoons, two hundred paces for- 
wards, which laid themfelves' on the ground, and fent out their 
out pofts about eighty paces further, who alfo lay down. Behind 
each flank of the parallel were placed eighty dragoons, to be at 
hand to repel any attempt of the enemy's cavalry j the engineers 
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traced the parallel and approaches^ the artillery their batteries ; and^ 
the work advanced fo brifkly, that in the courfe of this night, the 
greater part was fo far compleated, that the troops who at day break, 
drew back to wait for the relief, remained in them under cover. 
Notwithftanding the enemy's cavalry encamped in front of the 
Therefian gate, and ftrong picquets of infantry were pofted all 
round the town, and the field pofts alfo of the cavalry were 
advanced quite to the foot of the Tafelberg; yet the commandant 
was not informed of the opening of the trenches, fooner than four 
o'clock in the morning, he fired thenfome few cannon (hot; but 
which hurt nobody. 

In order to draw off the enemy's attention to another fide, general 
Rebentifch received orders to attack the village of Repfchin, at 
two o'clock in the morning ; which the commandant had occupied 
with two hundred Croats, as alfo Hatfchin, Kowalkowitz and 
the convent of Hradifch, with other troops. To this end the 
batallion of Nimfchefflcy had detached two companies to Horka, 
while the batallion of Naumeifter, which was polled there, made 
this attack; after that fome cannon ihot had been fired at the 
village, the volunteers advanced and marched ftrait up to it; the 
enemy quitted it without making the flighted refiftance, left their 
field equipage, knapfacks, and a great quantity of arms, and 
retired into the town ; the village was fet on fire, and then it was 
perceived that the cavalry in front of the Therefian gate, continued 
perfectly quiet in their camp, on which prince Francis ordered a 
howitzer, and two fix pounders to be brought into the parallel, whoie 
fire foon drove them from that poft, and compelled them to retire 
into the town. The commandant who perceived very plainly, that 
from the diftance at which the parallel was traced, he could do little 
damage to it with his fire, thought it not prudent to waile his powder, 
which he intended to employ hereafter to more advantage, and there* 
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fore on that day niaae very little firihg. The beficgcrs m confequence 
oF this loft no more than one fingle man, from the opening the 
trenches to the hour oF relief on the twenty-eighth in the afternoon. 

On the thirtieth the firft parallel was entirely completed, and tho 
artillery ready with fix batteries. In the crochet oA the right flank 
:ftood three twelve-pounders, then followed a mortar battery of twelve 
pieces, then a battery of nine twelve-pounders, and four ten pound 
howitzers ; further oft a battery of three twelve-pounders, and after 
that one of eight four-and- twenty- poundert, and on the left of the 
whole one of three mortars. All thcfc began to play on the thirty- 
iirft in the morning, but it was foon apparent that it was without 
cfFeft, and fcrvcd only to wafte the ammunition which was already 
by no means fuperabundant; the diftance in a diredi line to the 
Therefian gate was reckoned at fifteen hundred paces^ but the works 
againft which the attack was directed, lying to the right of that near 
the Povalka, it might Fairly be called eighteen or nineteen hundred 
paces From the batteries to them. The greater part of the bombs 
fcarce fell on the Glacis at furtheft, and the cannon (hot being fired 
at an elevation, either weht away clear over the works^ or ftruck firft 
and fo flew over, or buried themfelves Co deep, that th^ never after 
roFe, and confequently did not in the kaft endamage the artillery on 
the ramparts. For the fame reafons the fire from the fortmfs had not 
the imalleft eflled:, notwitliftancHng that the befieged enjoyed an ad« 
vantage^ which had the diftance been lefs confiderable, would have 
been of the greateft importance. 

The fmallexteat oFthe^rallel whidh did not exceed feyen hundred 
paces, drowded the batteries very near each other, and the Front of 
attack extending nearly in a 'ftrait line,, with bafti6ni?<iF a very obtuie 
angle, enabled the enemy to ertiploy almoft the whole oF his artilleiy 
againft 6ur works, on which- afll his fire was united as in a central 
ytint, which muft naturally ^ive him a great advantage over the be- 
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fiegers. On diis day one thoufand two hundred and Cweikty canooa 
ihot were fired^ and three hundred and eight bombs and twenty-fii: 
grenades thrown, without difmounting one fingle cannon from the 
ramparts. At leaft as many ihot were fired from the tows, and the 
whole lofs fuftained by the befiegers confifted in four killed and v 
many wounded, without a fingle batteiy being damaged^ 9 fiogle 
platform broken, or a fingle gun difmounted. But 09 the otfactr 
hand the mortars and howitzers fufiered unconmionly on account of 
the great diflance they fired from ; the beds of four mortars were fi> 
much damaged in the great battery, that they were forced to he re-* 
paired, and one was rendered wholly u&kfs ; in the .others throe were 
rendered unferviceable, and one mortar iplit; all the platforms, with- 
out exception, Aood in ooieed of repair. The reafon of this was, that 
-the mortars wove forced to be diarged with three pounds of powder* - 
Now whoever is acquainted with the efieds of powder, will eafily 
perceive that in this cafe at die ofdinary elevation of forty-five decrees, 
the ftrefs upon the mortar beds. and platforms is too great for them long 
to refift. It would have .been better not to have fired at all ; experi<« 
ence, the bed inftra&refi, now tau^t us to our coft, that the ap« 
preaches were commenced at .too great a diftance firom the works. 

Field Marihal Keith infifted therefore with colonel JBalhy, that he 
(hould no longer loie time in ifioifliiog the firft parallel, but go on 
forwards with his approaches^ that the batteries might be brought 
nearer to the town^ and might be. employed with more efii^. The 
firft parallel was upon this lengthened about fiiven hundred paces to 
the right iiand.out from the crochet, and .anqtber battery oonftniAoi 
iCf eight pieces of cannon, to damp the fire from. the water fort, whioh 
took this parallel in fiank; but as this h^tteiy muft neceflarily expose 
ita own flank to the other works, it wias coaftfuS;ed m cremailliewt. 
the .fburdi of June we wece ready with.Qur fecond parallel; nof- 
iftanding that, it being almoft entirely lenfiiad^ by .the, water .fiMft, 

E a we 



s8 History of the War 

we were obliged to fill it with traverfes. The artillery did not lofe & 
moment in forwarding the conftrudtion of new batteries^ under whofe 
protedlion the approaches might be carried on with more fafety and 
expedition, for we had now got within eight hundred paces of the 
works. 

Colonel Balby however was not of this opinion ; he conceived the 
batteries on the Tafelberg to be much better calculated to proted: the 
advancement of the work, than all thofe which were propofed to be 
conftruded in the fecond parallel, and this for no other reafbn than 
that from the former one might difcover near two thirds of the 
height of the works ; whereas on the contrary, in the fecond parallel 
the fall of the ground fcarce permitted you to fee theembrafures; and 
as to the fmall progrefs we had hitherto made in deflroying the de« 
fences and artillery of the befieged, this he imputed merely to an ill- 
judged parfimony in confining the charge of our twenty-four pounders 
to ten, and of our twelve pounders to five pounds of powder, whereas 
he maintained they ought to have been confiderably augmented, and 
that we fhould carry the firft to fifteen, and the fecond to feven 
pounds, if we wifhed to produce the effect intended.. He would not 
have maintained theie opinions if he had been better acquainted with 
the eflfeds of artillery, nor have fallen into the error, that the range of 
a (hot incr^fes always in proportion to the charge of powder. This 
principle was held as long as artillery was treated rather as a handy- 
craft than as a fcience, but men foon learnt from experience that three- 
eighths of the weight of the (hot was at all times the propereft charge, 
and generally fpeaking, far from being too weak. Befides, the range 
of a cannon (hot does not depend upon the charge alone, but on the 
* angle of elevation, the length and (^rength of the piece, the refinance 
of the air, and various other fmall circumftances, which a man muft 
take inta his calculation, if he would avoid falling into con£derable 
errors on the fubjcft of gunnery* 
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As the progrefs of the works advanced, we were more and more 
convinced that what had been confidered as a mere trifle, would be 
attended with the moil ferious confequences. The fire from the 
water fort became every hour more dedrudtive, and as it enfiladed a 
part of the fecond parallel, we were obliged there alfo to conftrudl 
traverfes for the protedlion of the men, and a battery on the right flank 
to check the vivacity of its fire. Many difficulties attended the execu- 
tion of this latter work. The water fort lay fo far detached from the 
other works of the town, that being able to flank the whole front of 
attack, it^as confequently impoflible to attack it without expofing 
one's flank to the town ; this rendered the progrefs of the work very 
tedious, and coft us very many men. I myfelf have been often prefent 
whilft fuperintending the working men, when a fhot from the water- 
fort has gone through them, and has croflfed another from the town» 
which has taken oflf a whole rank of workers. Nothing is more ca- 
pable of deftroying all .courage and good- will in the troops, either for 
working or fighting, than a flanking enfilading fire, though the ima- 
gination perhaps reprefents the danger as being greater than it really is. 
It is therefore with reafon eftabliflbed as one of the firfl: principles of 
our profeflion to avoid this fire, and it will ever be confidered as a capi« 
tal fault in the conduct of this fiege, that wefhould have expofed our- 
felves to it, when we might have avoided it by giving another diredtion 
to our parallel. 

At length on the eighth of June the batteries on the left^ and on the 
twelfth the great battery on the right, were fo far advanced as to admit 
of feveral pieces being brought into them. Till this was done the fire 
had been very much interrupted, as it was determined for the above- 
mentioned reafons to fire no more from the batteries on the Tafelberg, 
which had been found to be an unneceflary wafte of ammunition; by 
this means the engineers were hindered in the advancement of their 
works^ which the veiy heavy and deilrudtive fire from the town abfo- 
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lutcly flopped, and fo fotind themielves obliged to employ (event! days 
in remedying the original errors committed tn the choice of our attack. 
On the ninth the king himielf came from Kleinlaten, to which place 
he had removed his head quarters from Schmirfitz, and reviewed the 
(late of the fiege; he foon difcovered where the fault lay, and was 
extremely difpleafed with the fmall advancement of the approachtiEU 
This drew a very fharp reprimand upon colonel Balby ; the coloDel 
however would by no means admit that it was to be imputed to the 
exceffive diftance at which the parallel had been traced, nor yet to the 
diredion chofen fot the approaches, but folely to 'the batteries havii^ 
been removed from the Tafelberg. 

In the letter which he wfote on the tenth to Field Marihal Keitih 
and General Fouquet, he fays, among other things, " They took away 
** all the artilkry from the Tafelberg. In all that part therefore of 
** their works which were within reach of the left flank of our ap- 
*' proaches, the enemy were at liberty to do whatever they pleaied, and 
*• to bring the whole of their artillery to bear upon that point ; hav- 
** ing nothing to hinder them or divert their attention. If only fix or 
^' eight guns had been left me there ! but no, they took every one 
^' aWay. His majefty is much difpleafed that the works do not ad- 
^* vance more rslpidly. On the contrary, any man who is acquaintdd 
** with the principles on which a fiege ought to be conduced, would 
*' rather impute it to me as a great fault, that I fhould have advanced 
^* my approaches £o imprudently, without having the protedtion of 
'* the batteries, and without having in any degree damped the fite 
^* from the enemy's ramparts. I proceed to-night ftill further with 
** my apjproaches; and your Excellency knows that on the right fkmk 
*^ there is not one battery yet in readinefs, ~ and probably will not Be 
•* for fome days to come; however, I fhall carry on the fap under a 
mofl dreadful fire, but I will not be anfwerable for the confe-^ 
qucnces if the enemy fliould profit by *this ' advantage. A man 
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^ muft have cannon, mortars, and howitzers i ft rmn i^ud |iav^ 
'^ powier, ^Us, and cannon (hot i a man muft keep up ^q miin- 
** tOTupted fire, and fuperior to that of the fortrcfs, if he expe^^s a 
•* fiege Ihould he carried on with vigour —Nothing of this is the 
•♦ cafe I I therefore will anfwcr for nothing/'— ^Sq much for colonel 
Balby's ideas an gunnery. 

After the b. tteries in the fecond parallel were in ri»idincfs, the iap 
went on rapidly, notwithftanding the heavy fire from the town ; and 
on the t'« enty-iecond it was carried as far as the foot of the Glacifi, 
and we fhould have reached it fooner had we not been compelled by 
the fire from the water fort, (which took the workmen in flank,) to 
make a double fap inflead of a fingle one, which confiderably delayed 
die work. This parallel then became the firA, and what was the 
firft ferved only as a communicaticm; from hence one may judge how 
confiderably the works would have been advanced, if on the firft night 
we had approached to within eight hundred pacfss of the town; we 
ihould then have been ready on the twelfth, or at lateft on the fix^ 
tcenth of Ji*nc, to begin working on the third parallel, and this would 
have had a very confiderable influence on the fiiccefs of the under* 
taking. I have akeady faid that the advantages cxpoStcd to have been 
derived from i^ fituation of the Tafelberg^ determined colonel Balby 
to depart from principles whi(:h he iufficiently underfliood, and had 
himietf employed at the fiege of Schweidnitz. 

But this alone was not all his reaibns, the enemy had ieveral 
picquets of infantry before the town, and parties of his cavalry were 
pofted at the foot of the Tafelberg; now it was apprehended that we 
might have been difcovered by them, and fb prevented from finifhing 
our parallel on the firft night by the fire that diiicovery weuld have 
drawn upon us; but even had we been fb difcovered, that conie- 
quence does not necefllarily fdllow; it fcarce ever happens that a.paiallet 
is dtawn about a fortrefs without -^ikovtry, and yet it is always 

prettj 
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pretty ^onfidcrably advanced ; at three fieges of Schweidnitz this was 
the caie^ and particularly at the laft ; neverthelefs the work was Co far 
advanced during the firfl night, and that too without any confiderable 
lofs, that on the following day the men were completely under cover 
from the enemy's cannon (hot ; indeed this parallel was traced at a 
thoufand paces diftance, and confequently further off than was ne-^ 
ceilaty; and it is plain from hence, that in the pre&nt inftance we 
might have advanced without danger, at leaft within this diftance of 
the town. Then I may add how watchful ibever general Marshall 
might be, however prudently he may have taken his meafures, it 
would all find a parallel in the condudt of General Guafco's defence of 
Schweidnitz. 

But the great error was in carrying the approaches to the right to- 
wards the Povalka ; for every one knew that we mu/l have the fire of 
the works raiied in the iilands there, otherwiie called the Water- Fort 
in our flank. This openly broke through all the rules of art : but ad- 
mitting that the attack could not be carried on, on the fide of Hatf* 
chin and Repfchin, on account of the inundation to which the third 
parallel might be expofed, flill it did not neceffarily follow that it muft 
therefore be undertaken on the oppofite fide; befides, this objeA of 
our apprehenfion deferved a fomewhat flridter enquiry than was given 
to it, to difcover whether in &£b it were as well grounded as it ap« 
peared to be. It was by no means probable from the elevation of the 
ground in that quarter, that the inundation could reach the Therefian 
gate; but fuppofe it even could have reached it, the enemy would fcarcely 
have had recourfe to this expedient for his prote<^on, fince having 
countermines under his Glacis, which in that cafe would have been 
alfo overflowed and rendered ufelefs, he would have thereby lofl one 
of his befl means of defence. 

It will immediately flrike any engineer who examines the plan of 
this town^ that the attack ought to have been carried on upon the 

ravelin 
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ravelin on the left of the Thercfian gate, looking from the fields, and 
on both the baftions which defend th|s ravelin. Thereby we fhould 
not even have loft the imaginary advantage of the Tafelberg, we fhould 
have received no fire in our ilank, and we might have advanced di^ 
reftly on the capital of the ravelin ; inftcad of which by turning to the 
right hand, we loft five days in altering the diredtion of our ap- 
proaches. Indeed the Povalka feemed to cover the right flank of the 
parallels, but that in this inftance is no very important advantage, as 
great as it is in the fituation of camps and other pofts, a redoubt on 
either flank, and a few field pieces in it, would have anfwered the 
purpofe full as well. 

I fhall now proceed no further with the journal of the fiege, which 
any man may find in the publications of that time. Except two 
great fallies and various fmall ones made upon the workmen at the 
head of the fap, (which like all others ended in fpiking up a few 
cannon, and a trifling lofs in killed, wounded, and prifoners on either 
fide), there happened nothing worthy our notice. Whoever is in any 
degree acquainted with the theory of fieges, will very eafily fupply 
this gap in our narrative. The befiegers completed their third parallel 
in fpite of all chicanes the enemy could oppofe to them, and kept ftill 
advancing, though with tedious fteps, till at length other circum* 
fiances rendered it neceflary to raife the fiege. But as thefe belong to 
the operations of the two armies who continued obfcrving each other, 
I fhall now return once more back to them. 

Both armies were in a pofition which feemed to promife fbmething 
decifive every day, but Marfhal Daun did not find it prudent to com- 
mit himfelf with the king, and determined to remain a quiet fpe<5i:ator 
of the fiege, till he had drawn together all his reinforcements, and till 
circumftances afforded him a fair opportunity of hazarding fomewhat, 
notwithftanding that the weaknefs of the Prufliian army, and their re- 
partition into various feparate corps, between whom the communica- 
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tions were at no time pcrfe6lly fccure, feemed to invite him to more 
adlivity. The king made no cflential alteration in the difpofition 
of his troops, on the approach of the enemy's grand army; he 
fought only to procure more fecurity againft the incuriions of their 
light troops, for his communicalians with the corps under Prince 
Maurice, near Littau. To this endy General Wedel was detached on 
the twenty-fifth of May, with the grenadier batallions Benkendorf and 
Bieverling, the fecpnd batallion of Miinchow, Patkammer's HuiTars, 
and two hundred men of Le Noble and Salenmon's free batallions ; .and 
he pitched a caovp on the hill named Hrad, between Namieft and 
Laikow. By this diipofition General Laudohn was more retrained, 
but not abfolutely prevented froni molefting this little corps, though 
without any advantage obtained; £6 that it was forced, during^ 
the whole time it remained in that camp, to ftand under arms 
nearly the whole night through. Now as the great diftance of 
four German * miles between the army at Schmirfitz, and the corps 
under the Princes, might tempt Marfhal Daun to attack the one 
or the other, while in the mean time another body of troops 
marched ftrait upon the army employed in the fiege; his majefty 
ordered them to join him inflantly, if he himfclf ihould be attacked ; 
and in cafe the enemy marched againfl them, then the king was 
in like manner to march to their fupport. But if timely advice 
was received of the enemy's intentions^ then in that cafe, both 
corps (hould march towards each other, and unite at Grofs Sehiiitz, 
But the one cafe happened no more than the other; for except 
fome fmall ikirmi(hes with the out pofts, and the ufuai nightly 
vifits of the Croats, from which they often carried back broken 
pates, nothing went forwards worth relating. Notwithftanding 
the opportunities General Harfch had of diflurbing the road leading 

f About eighteen or twenty EnglUb. 
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out of Silefia^ the convoys pailed as regularly » as if he had not 
been there. The batallion of Kleift which was ftationed in Troppau, 
efcorted on the tweny-fixth of May, fome hundred Winfpels of meal 
into the camp, and returned back without feeing one fingle enemy. 

Again, on the eighth of June, General Putkammer arrived in 
camp, with a confiderable convoy of waggons laden with meal, ammu« 
nition, and other necei&ries and provifions, under the efcorte of 
three thoufand Convalefcents, Kleifl's grenadier batallion, and the free 
batallion of Rapin, which was raifed for the mof): part from the 
French prifoners, at Magdebourg, and deferters, without the lofs 
of one fingle waggon. Kleift's batallion returned back immediately 
to Troppau, but that of Rapin was quartered in Holitz, on this 
fide of Olmiitz. The two free batallions^ Le Noble and Salenmon> 
fufiered fomewhat in this. 

In order to cover this convoy. General Meyer was ordered to occupy 
a place called Sauberg, near DoUein, with the grenadier batallioa 
of Nimfcheffky ; and to draw a chain of ports from Chometau to 
Gibau, with a detachment of Bayreuth's dragoons; the grenadier 
batallions of Unruh belonging to the Markgrave Charles's corps^ 
occupied Sternberg; and the free batallions ported there were ad* 
vanced as far as B'ahrn. Here Colonel Le Noblei received intel- 
ligence, that the convoy was already paflfed through Gibau 5 and' 
without more enquiry whether this really had any foundation, 
he immediately recommenced his march back to Sternberg. In 
the mean time Colonel Lanius, who was ported in the mountains, 
had poflefledhimfelfof the woods and heights by Deutch Lodnitz, 
and attached the free batallions in the defile, near Siebenhufen; 
and ^as they bad been compleated by a confiderable number of 
Auftriao deierters and prifoners, & the greatert part of them went 
over immediately to the enemy, who obtained fuch an advantage 
from the fupcriority of numbers they derived from thdc traitors, 
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that it was no difficult matter for them to take from us three pieces 
of cannon, and three hundred prifoners, the reft cut their way 
through . 

All thefe trifling advantages however could have very little real 
influence on the deftiny of Olmutz; this would have been eafily 
decided if Marflial Daun had determined to attack the king with 
all his forces ; but this the Marflial's wary charafter did not permit ; 
he would not be induced to hazard a chance which it was at any 
time in his power to recur to, till he had tried every other means 
that appeared conducive to the accomplifliment of his objeftj of 
thefe, one was to open his communication with the fortrefs without 
cxpofing himfelf to the danger of being forced into a battle by the 
king while on his march ; the other was to compel his adverfary 
to relinquifh his enterprize by cutting oflF the convoys of whatever 
was neceflary for carrying on the fiege, which he was ftill obliged 
to draw out of Silefia. 

Now a communication with Olmutz was to be obtained by 
thefe two ways ; in the firft place, if whilft general Harfch 
marched round the corps of Markgrave Charles at Neuftadt, taking 
his route by Sternberg, the Marflial in the mean while had followed 
•with the main army by the way of Miiglitz, and fo the two corps 
might unite between Sternberg and Olmutz; this the corps of 
prince Maurice at Littau in conjunction with that of the Markgrave 
was ftill too weak to prevent ; the king himfelf muft have fallen 
back from Profnitz with the grcateft part of the corps he had 
there, and united himfelf with them both before he could make 
head againft the enemy on that fide ; now Daun by this very move- 
ment became mafter of all the roads which lead into Silefia, it 
is probable therefore that the king would have attacked him, and 
befides alio his communication with the magazines in Leutomifchel 
and further on into Bohemia would thereby have been, if not 
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utterly loft, at Icaft rendered very difficult, he therefore determined 
to try the other mode and poft himfclf oppofite the king, waiting 
till he found an opportunity of effcding the deiigns he had formed 
upon Kremfir and Prerau. He hazarded nothing by this meafure. 
I have already obferved that he had drawn an impenetrable chain 
of different corps of light troops from Miiglitz to Wifchau ; thefe 
occupied all the defiles and pafles in the mountains between Gewicz 
and Wifchau, fo that the grand army could make any kind of 
movement behind them with the greateft. conveniency, without 
being under the Icaft apprehenfion of being attacked on the march, 
or even in any fliape difturbed or interrupted by the king. The 
Field Marflial had thereby the advantage of the ground conftantly 
on his fide, he found withal pofitions, which fecured him from 
any attack^ even though the king had been as well acquainted 
with his plans as he himfelf were, but above all his movements 
were concealed by the woods and hills from the difcovery of the 
eye the moft pradlifed in reconnoitring. The difficulties which 
are infcparable from every march over mountains and through hollow 
ways, were the only hindrances he was cxpofed to ; on the fixteenth 
of June the army broke up " from its camp at Gewicz with all 
poffible fecrefy, and marched in five columns to Prodowanow, 
General Harfch left his camp near Miiglitz on the fame day, and 
marched to Konitz; on the feventeenth the Auftrian army put 
itfelf again in motion by break of day, and took up its camp 
between Ewannowitz and Predlitz, the right flank was pofted at 
the firft named place, and was. covered by a marfhy rivulet, the left 
ftood on the fteep fandy hills which lie ott the right of Predlitz ; 
this and all the villages lying before the front were occupied by 
infantry and the corps of general de Ville, here joined the grand 
army. ^ 

This. 



38 History of the Wax 

This general had a few days before detached general St. Ignon 
with the Saxon regiment of dragoons^ called Prince Charles's, 
the two Auftrian regiments, imperial Wiirtemberg and Lowenftein, 
Defchofifches HufTars, a Pulk of Houlans, and fome hundred 
Croats towards Prerau, to obferve the Pruflian difpofition on that 
fide. There St. Ignon heard that the Bayreuth dragoons were 
quartered at Biilrowan, and two fquadrons of Seidlitz's HufTars at 
Wifternitz, which could only be fuftained by the grenadier batallion 
Nimfcheffky, which was in Drozdin, and Rapin's free batallion 
pofted at Hollitz, he refolved therefore to fall on them ; with this 
view he broke up from Prerau on the fixteenth, and approached 
the dragoons juft at the entrance of the night. Field Marfhal 
Keith had in the mean while received intelligence of this march, 
and had apprized general Meyer of it, who commanded on that 
fide; this general therefore kept his people under arms the whole 
night through, and drew to his fupport the batallion of Nimfcheffky, 
which was ordered to occupy Wifternitz. At day break, nor till 
half pafl: five in the morning could any enemy be difcovered ; the 
patrolles which had been fent out during the night, were not yet 
returned: all this time not a (hot had been hoard, but a perfedt 
filence reigned all around. This general Meyer, contrary to all 
the rules of prudence took for a good fign; he thought that the 
patrolles having met with no enemy, advanced too far to be back 
fo fooh, and it never once occurred to him that the enemy might have 
furprized and carried them off in filence. He held the intelligence 
therefore as unfounded, and although feveral officers thought they 
had difcovered cavalry in the woods which lay before their front, 
ftill he was fo pofitive in his opinion, that he thought it unneceflary 
to fend out one fingle man to afcertain whether this obfervation 
were well founded or not; he rather gave orders to the grenadiers 
to return back to their quarters, and to the dragoons to unfaddle 
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and to prepare for foraging, and thus fell into the fnarc with his 
eyes open. The grenadiers were fcarcely returned into iheir ^uarters^ 
before the enemy fell on the dragoons with his whole force, pene- 
trated into the whole camp, cut to pieces many men, wounded 
and made prifoners many more, and compelled the remainder to 
retire to Drozdin to the protedlion of their infantry. The two 
fquadrons of Seidlitz's huflars had not been fo precipitate; they 
remained ftill fiddled, and though they were forced indeed to give 
way before fuperior numbers, yet they loft not a man, but on 
the contrary made fome prifoners. In the mean while, the ba- 
tallion of grenadiers got once more under arms, marched with all 
poflible expedition againft the enemy, ftopped him by fome cannon 
(hot from purfuing any further his advantage, and chafed him again 
from the camp of the dragoons quite back to Grofs Teinitz. At 
the fame time the free batallion of Rapin quartered in Hollitz, and 
two other fquadrons of the Bayreuth dragoons, who were pofted 
hear that village, were attacked. But thefe withdrew themfelves 
in time over the Dam which leads to the Morava, and the enemy 
made only one officer and thirty men prifoners, who were pofted 
fn the church yard. General Meyer on this received orders from 
Marfhal Keith to draw back to Holitz, with his batallion of 
grenadiers. Thefe formed themfelves into a fquare, took theiif 
baggage in the center, and although they were attacked by thd 
enemy, as well on the fide of the Heiligen Berg, as by fome 
huffars who fallied from Olmutz, they made good their way to 
Holitz without the lofs of one fingle man; general Meyer on 
the contrary, who had gone forward with the remaining part of / 
the regiment, was once iliorc attacked by the enemy, and com- ^ 
pdled to pafs the Dam near this village on the full gallop. On 
this the dragoons fell into confufion and came in pell mell with 
the enemy, who purfucd them very hotly indeed; the lofs would 
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here have been very confiderablc, if the free batallion which had 
pofted itfelf behind the Dams^ had not by a heavy well diredted 
fire, flopped the enemy's purfuit. The regin^nt loft in this unfor- 
tunate affair into which they had been drawn by the imprudent fccu- 
rity of their commander, about fifty killed ; general Meyer hirafelf, 
four other officers, and one hundred non-commiflioned and pri- 
vates wounded, and about three hundred prifoners. Field Marfhal 
Keith on the very firft alarm pafTed the Morava without delay, 
with two batallions and five fquadrons of Wiirtemberg's ; he came 
however too late to ward oflF this blow, for general St. Ignon on 
his approach retired back to Prerau. Holitz was once more occu- 
pied by Nimfchefsky's grenadiers, and the free batallion of Rapin, 
and thofe of the Bayreuth dragoons, who were ftill mounted to- 
gether with Seidlitz's Hufiars, encamped near the village. As 
for the Field Marfhal, he returned with his troops back to the 
camp before Olmiitz. 

The march of the enemy's army was immediately reported 
to Prince Maurice and the Markgrave Charles, by their out pofts 
of Huffars; they both kept their troops all the night through 
drefied and accoutred, to be ready to turn out in a moment, in 
cafe oT an alarm; but every thing remained quiet. Next morning 
the Prince detached general Saldern with Schenkendorf's grena- 
diers, and Mohring's HufTars, to reconnoitre the enemy. He 
found the camp on the heights of Miiglitz abandoned, and all 
the accounts he could procure, agreed in this, that the enemy's 
grand army had turned to the right towards Wifchau. The 
Markgrave Charles alfo had now no longer any enemy before 
him at Neuftadt; and as the march could be reported to the 
king, and to the Bayreuth dragoons, at the fame time, he gave 
orders to that corps to break up its camp immediately, and go 
;ind poft itfelf on the other fide of Olmiitz, to cut off the com- 
munication 
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snuokatioo between Prerau and jhat town. This was the more 
neceflary, as the handful of troops who were pofted there could 
not prevent the enensy from being from time to time fupplied 
with proviiions^ feveral waggons with powder being fecretly 
conveyed into the town ; nor the commandant from keeping up 
conftant correfpondence with Mar(ha) Daun's army. General St« 
Ignon alfo was pofted near Prerau» with no other intention than 
to fuftain the reinforcement which was intended to be thrown 
into the town* On the feventeenth the Markgrave's coips alfo 
left its camp near Netiftadt^ and went to Bauniowitz. But oa 
the eighteenth, after that the Markgrave and the Prince of 
Hefle CafTel had marched with the king to Proihitr, it moved 
into the neighbourhood of BiftroWan, and was pofted in the 
following manner by general Retzow, who at this time com- 
manded it. The regiment of Kalkfteiot and one fquadron of 
Seidlitx Hufikrs were placed at Lodenitz, and were, ordered to 
break up and ruin all the roads which lead to Chometau. The 
fecond batallion of Geiftt and two more fquadrons of Hul&rs 
were fent under the conunand of general Goltx, to Wifternitar. 
The firft batallion of Geift, together with the fecoAd batallione 
of grenadiers, Unruh and Manteufel, eight iquadrons of Bayreuth's 
dragoons, and two fquadrons of general Seidlitz's huflars went to 
Biftrowan. Sternberg at the fame time was abandoned, and the 
two free batallions, Le NoUe and Salenmon, who had- been 
poiled there, went to Holitz 2 which town was already occupied 
by Nimfchefsky's grenadiers, the free batallion of Rapin, and 
two fquadrons of Bayreuth. Prince Maurice likewife changed 
his difpofition, drew himfelf more to the left, and took a new 
camp on the heights by Choelein, in fuch a manner, that his 
right wing came on the hill where his left had ftood, and the 
left ftreched out over this village, in which he placed his head 
quarters, Littau remained in the rear« But when the king had 
Vol, II, G rccon* 
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reconnoitred the enemy, and found that he had a force greatly 
fuperior to.himfelf before him; he on the iwenty-firft called ia 
Prince Maurice with ten batallionsi fifteen fquadrbns, and the 
two hundred huffars who were attached to this corps, and made 
thefe troops encamp in the fecond line of his left wing« The 
^grenadier batallions Bohr Wangenheim and Heyden, under the 
command of general Kreutz, occupied the pofts near Kleia 
Sehnitz, where Mohring*s regiment of huifars was already pofled. 
Thi$ little corps was deftined in conjundtion with that under 
general Wcdel at Namieft, to keep up our communication with 
the army of the fiege, and to hinder general Laud6hn, who was 
ftill near Konitz, with four regiments of regular infantry, a regi- 
ment of dragoons, and feveral thoufand Croats and HulTars from 
difturbing the progrefs ' of the fiegeby his expeditions* The firft 
batallion of Miinchow, with two hundred men detached from 
the regiment of Manteufel, remained at Littau, under the cod^- 
mand of Major Woberfnow for the protedkioa of the hoipital, in 
which about a thousand fi^ldiers dangeroufly ill or wounded were 
kft behind. The military cbefl^, the field commifTariat, the 
proviant-train^ and the lefs ferioully affeded fick and hurt,, went 
to Krenau. The Bakeries however were removed to Horka^^ 
and were covered by the free batallion of Rapin/ which came 
from Holitz and encamped in front of that village. On the 
twenty. third, Littau was fummoned by a detachment of Aufirian 
light troops under colbnel Zobcl;. who having received the ufual 
anfwer, and learning the approach of general Kreutz, drew off 
again. 

In the mean whife Marfhat Daun, who had received po/itive 
orders from his court to fuccour the place, fought to approach 
niore and more to his obje<3: ; but as he well knew the vigilance 
and adlivity of the king, he would not venture to make a lihgle 
ftep by which he might run the hazard of coming to adibn with 
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him. The ufual meafure of ftrengthning the garrifon with a rein- 
jforcement of frefli troops, appeared to ' him to be by Co much 
fafer, as the Pruflian quarters on the left bank of the Morava, 
were very much diiperfed, and moreover very flightly occupied. 
He entrufted therefore General Bulow with the conduct of this 
expedition, and detached him on the nineteenth with one thoufand 
two hundred infantry, and about thirty men of the artillery ; this 

■ 

officer arrived without difficulty at Prerau, the next morning General 
St. Ignon fent out ftrong patroles towards Olmutz, whofe bufinefs 
was to contain thofe of the Pruffians, and to cover the march of 
General Biilow; the general took a confiderable detour through 
thickets, wilds and a very covered country, and as he was fur« 
niihed with guides who knew every nook and footpath, and as 
all neceflary meafures were already taken before hand with the com- 
mandant, he fucceeded in getting behind general Retzow not with<- 
flanding all his vigilance, and on the twenty-fecond at day breaks for- 
tunately entered the fortrefs by the way of Dolein, between Lodenitz^ 
and the Heilige Berge with his whole detachment. But as general 
St. Ignon was appreheniive that this enterprize would be attended 
with more difficulty, ^nd that perhaps general Biilow might not 
be able to reach the town during the night, but might be compelled 
to cut his way through by day light; he himfelf advanced with 
his corps, and (hewed himielf at five in the morning on the 
heights of Grofs Teinitz, to draw upon himielf the attention of 
General Retzow, and to fuftain the detachment in cafe it were 
attacked. At the fame time the light troops which the befieged 
flill had in Kowalkowitz, moved out, and being reinforced 
by a part of the garrifon, drew up in order of battle before 
the village in the rear of the Pruffian camp at Biffax)wani Field 
Marfhal Keith being informed of this, detached inflantly the 
regiment of Pannewitz, and the Wurtemberg dragoons to General 
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Retzow. The enemy liowever undertook nothing further^ hot 
after General St. Jgnon had waited till ten o'clock^ and from 
the ftillnefs which reigned all around^ could eafily judge that 
the i^Foke muft hare fucceoded^ he began hii retreat back again 
to Prerau. 

The king bad no ibooer learnt what had happened, dian he 
ordered Lieutenant General Ziethcn to advance againft General St^ 
Ignon, to reconnoitre hk pofitbn and if poffible drive him from his 
poft, before he (hould have time to receive fuch reinforcements as 
might en^k him to attack General Retzow with fuperior numbors^ 
and thus open a communication with the town. Zicthen therefore at 
one in the afternoon broke up from the camp at Proihitz, with the 
grenadier batallions of Carlowitz, Schenkendorf and Rath» uod^ Ge«» 
neral Ptitkaomier of the infantiy, and five iquadrons of Ryau, five of 
Schmettau cuiraiSiers, three bundled hufiars of Ziethent three 
hundred of Werner, aod tliree hundced of Putkammer under 
General Krokow the younger ; with thefe troops he pafiod the 
Monwa by the bridge which the army of the fiege had ^rQ>Wfi 
over that river and joined General ReCzow: On the twentieth^ 
this corps advanced as ftr as die heights of Prerau^ General St. 
Ignon had occupied tUs town with ibme hundised eroftts^ his 
cavalry was pofted behind it io a camp, whofe front wm covered 
by the Beczwa, a river with marAiy banks, and by feveiral ditches. 
Notwidiflanding the ftrength of this poA, he &ot away bis 
baggage to I^ropin, drew back with his corps to the heights of 
Bicknow^ and left only a hundred croats in the towii; it would 
not have been difficult for <xeneral Zicthen to dove ant the crfiat;^ 
and open the road to puciue Ae enemy, they would probably 
not have held out a ffK>ment, and the affiur would have ended 
with a very trifling lois of men; but in the mean time i^ame 
intelligence, that ^e enony had occupied the ^axQke of Tobi^fch^a 
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with ibi»c hundred croats» under the command of colonel Vehlji, 
Thcfc General Ziethcn muft have left behind him had he advanced 
any further, and a^ ftill more troops of the enemy from Kropin 
epd Krcmfir^ might fall upon the flanks, he might have met with 
fome difficulty in cflFeabg his retreat, he therefore marched back 
to Olmutz, and General St. Ignon returned to his old pofition* 
This was not the only deftination of General Ziethen's detachment^ 
a great convoy was expefted out of Silcfia^ which had fct out oi^ 
the twenty-firft from Neifle and Kofel, under the efcorte of two 
batallions of Trefkow, two of young Krcutz, two of Mitfchefehl> 
one grenadier batallion Bahr» one old BiHerbeck, between two and 
three thou&nd recruits and convalcfcents of the infantry divided 
into four batallions^ and one tboufand one hundred men of the 
cavalry. The convoy confifted of between three and four thou* 
fand waggons, of which only eight hundred and eighteen were 
laden with ammunition, and other noce/Taries for carrying on the 
iiege, the reft contained meal, various other provifions,. and t^e 
fmall mountings for the troops ; in proportion as the £ife arrival 
of this convoy was of importance to us, in like manner it waa 
of the utmoft confequence to the enemy to intercept it» Therefore 
although the efcorte was fufiiciently ftrong fp protcdfc it againft 
any enemy, not exceflively fuperior in force, and the beft tneafurcs^ 
might be reaionably looked for from ccdond Mofel, who had th^e 
conunand of it (a man of tried refblution aqd experience) ililt 
circumftances might happen which would make ibme fuccp^r 
abfolutely necelTary. General Zietben therefore received orders* 
to meet the convoy with his cojps,, and to reinforce himfelf if 
he thought proper with ibme batallions from that luider General 
Retzow; in the mean timie he difpofed his troops in and about 
the villages, on the fide of the Heilige Berge in fuch a manner,. 
a& that the town was compleaUy invefted i Rath's greoadiers were 
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pofted in Drozdin, and three hundred of Werner's huffars near 
them; the batalHon of Carlo witz occupied Samotiika, and five 
fquadrons of Schmettau's encamped between thefe two villages; 
Schenkendorfs batallion occupied Towerz, and five fquadrons of 
Ryau, with three hundred of Putkammer's huffars were pofted 
between that place and Samotilka, beyond Towerz towards Glaf- 
fowitz, were three hundred of Ziethen's huflars; by means of 
the pofition of colonel Lanius in the neighbourhood of Sternberg, 
and of General St, Ignon in Pfcrau, who ' could without danger 
fend on their patroles as far as Troppau, and through the readinefs 
of the country people, to take upon themfelves the employ of a 
fpy; the enemy were enabled withbut difficulty, to learn whatever 
was going forward on this fide, while 0x1 the contrary the king^s intel- 
ligence was rare, uncertain, and very often abfolutely contradi(Slory. 
As foon as Marfhal Daun heard of the approach by the convoy, 
he had no other choice left, he muft of neceffity think of con- 
triving the means of either cutting it off or deftroying it, and 
thefe he found as well in his great fuperiority over the king, as 
in the natural circumftances of the country, and the inclinations 
of its inhabitants, by whom he run no rifk of being betrayed. 
General Laudohn therefore received orders to approach the road to 
Hof, taking a great circuit round by Muglitz, and fo over the hills j 
to join the detachment under Colonel Lanius with his whole corps, 
and wait the arrival of the convoy* On the other fide. General Zis- 
kowitz had orders to pafs the Morava, to call in General St. Ignon's 
corps from . Prerau, and then to conceal himfelf in the woody moun- 
tains near Alt Liebe, till he found an opportunity of falling upon the 
convoy. 

In the mean time the Auftrian general fought by all poflible means 
to lead the king into the belief that he intended to give him battle; 
and thefe demonftrations appeared the more probable, becaufe the fate 

of 
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of the liege depended on that circumftance alone^ if the enterprize 
upon the convoy ihould faiL It was therefore contrived that the king 
ihoald receive advice that an attack was intended upon Profnitz^ 
which would oblige him to diredt his attention that way. The light 
troops made fome attempts upon Ziethen's hufiars, but without fuc- 
cefs however. Marfhal Daun frequently reconnoitred the Pruffian 
camp, and at length on the twenty-feventh unexpededly took up a 
iiew pofition with his right wing at Klenowitz> and his left over I 

Dobromielitz, whereby he not only approached nearer to the king, 
but alfb threatened his majefly's lefjc flank; at the £ime time general 
Buccow was detached with a corps of fome thou&nd men to Ptin 
againft his right, and the pofts near Tobitfchau were confidcrably re- 
inforced. All thefe movements were made with the folIovKing view, 
partly to conceal the march of general Zifkowitz, who in the mean 
while had paifed the Morava, and was gone away to his deftination, 
and partly alfo by the apprehenfion of an attack to prevent the king 
from detaching any more troops to meet his convoy. 
- As foon as this was aiTembled near Troppau, colonel Mofel, who 
commanded it, put himfelf in motion on the twenty-fixth, and arrived 
with the head of the column on the Heights near Bautfch. The iine 
of march of this great train was very tedious and full of impediments ; 
from the conftant arrival of convoya to the army the roads were ex- 
tremely broken up, and now from the rains which had lately fallen 
were fo completely fpoiled, that the carriages were every mcwnent ftuck 
faft, and the line thereby flopped and interrupted; fo that on this day 
the convoy could make' but a very fmall progrefs indeed on its route. 
It was prevented alfo the following morning from proceeding at all, 
for colonel Mofel perceived it was abfolutely neceffary to halt where 
be was on the twenty-feventh, to draw together the remainder of the 
convoy, and even then it would not be pofliblc for him to carry in 
more than about two thirds of the whole fafe into camp. The. rear 

which 



48 History of the War 

which tvas by good fortune compoied only of futtlers waggons and 
fuch like, which in cafe of neceflity the army might do without^ re- 
mained behind in confuiion, difperied on the road to Troppau. This 
circumftance had a great influencef on the fate of the convoy. 

In the mean time general Laudohn had reached Sternberg on thd 
fame day, and occupied various pofts fo as to hinder the king from ro«4 
ceiving the fmalleft intelligence of the fate of this great convoy. 
From hence it arofe that colonel Werner^ who had been detached kf 
general Ziethen on the fame day to meet cOloftd Moibl, with a baCaU 
lion of grenadiers, two hundred dragoons, and tbrM hundred huilar j, 
was able to proceed t^ further than Gibauj froita thid circumfhmce 
the Auftrian general was convinded that fudciAirb tniiA be approach^ 
ingy and that he had no time to lofe> uiilefs he would abandon the 
enterprizc entirely. Hd therefore, without delay, ittov^ forwards^ 
and on the twenty-eighth^ in the moriiing, entered the environs of 
GunterfHorf ; he immediately occupied all the Heights, from whence 
he could command the Defil<^ running between Bautdh and Alt Liebe, 
through which the convoy muft abfblutely pafs, ind threw his drOats 
imd Hungarian infantiy into the adjoining thickets, while his huffitfft 
and cavalry formed themiblves right in the plain, in order to fall oft 
the line of march on every iide« Colonel Mofel in the mean while 
had in like manner put hiinfelf in motion by day-break, Wi^oUt 
waiting for the rear of his convoy* It was not long before 
ile difcovered the enemy with his avantgarde, and directly canie to the 
refolution of attacking him. The firft batallion of Young KrcutsI 
marched quickly through the Defil^, formed in front of it, liotwith^ 
^landing a v^ vigorous £re of artillery which the enemy directed 
upon the Debmcbi^ and maintained its poft till more batallions eame 
up, and colonel Mofel conceived them to be fufficiently fttong to clear 
the road before them by force» The fecond batallion of Youfl^ 
Kreutz, the grenadier batallion of Old fiillerbecki &nd om half 
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of the batallions compofcd of the convalefcents and recruits belonging 

to prince Ferdinand's regiment, commanded by captain Pirch, were 

the firft who paffed the Defile, and formed next to the firft batallipn 

of Young Kreutz, and were followed by the remainder, excepting 

thole who remained behind for the protedlion of the train of waggon s* 

The enemy had placed a ftrong battery upon a height which played 

upon the left flank. The batallion of Billerbeck's grenadiers who 

covered this flank, ancf were confequently moft expofed to this fire, 

did not hefitate a moment, but ruflied into the wood, drove the Croats 

and Hungarians, and puflied on pell mcll to the battery, where the 

enemy made fo obftinate a defence, that they could only be driven from 

it by the bayonet; at length however the grenadiers beat them from 

this poft, took from them one piece of cannon, and made two hundred 

prifoners. A moment after the regiment of Kreutz, and the batallion 

of prince Ferdinand's recruits advanced, and with fo much vigour and 

intrepidity attacked the enemy, that after a very warm engagement, 

and with all the exertions that general Laudohn could make to fuftaiii 

his poft, in the end he was beat with the lofs of one piece of cannon 

.taken on the fpot, and another abandoned in his flight; upon which 

he retired back as far as Bahrn, with the lofs of above five hundred 

men killed, wounded, and made prifoners. Colonel Mofel could 

not let himfelf be drawn into any purfuit, being obliged to employ 

himfelf in reducing to order the line of march of his convoy, which the 

foregoing aflfair had thrown into the greatcft confufion. Thepeafants 

being panic ftruck at the very firft cannon fliot, fled back, fcattered 

themfelvcs all over the field, and the greater part made the beft of 

their way at one ftretch back to Troppau. This circumftancc was 

very favourable to the enemy's hufllars and Croats, who broke in here 
and there, and plundered every waggon, till they were chafed away. 
When every thing was quiet, and the order of march for the moft 
part re-eft:abliihed, colonel Mofel fent oflfimmediately adjutant BcviUc 
Vol. II. H ' ^ to 



50 HisTOinr of the War 

to the king to Profnitz^ to acquaint him of this affair, and of 
the progrefs he had made with his convoy, and then nuking good 
his way further on, came the fame day as far as Neudorfel, 
without the enemy's having been able to take any thing more 
from him. General Ziethen had on the fame day, marched from 
Olmutz with his corps, which had been reinforced in the night 
between the twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth, by both the grena- 
dier foatallions of Unruh and Manteufel, which had been fent 
after him; and after he had reunited to his own corps, the 
detachment of colonel Werner whom he found at Gibau, he 
joined colonel Mofel on the fame evening. Here he found not 
the half of the waggons, the greater part could not proceed 
through the badncfe of the relays, others were deferted by their 
drivers^ and indeed every one of them had turned about to go 
back. From thefe circumflances he faw himlelf compelled to 
halt all the following day, till by detached parties from his huflars, 
he had collected the greater part together, and refettled the order 
of the march; all this greatly favoured the enemy's defigns. 
General Zifkowitz had from hence time to come up, and to 
pofl his corps in the thickets between Stadt Liebe and Domiladtl, 
where they were compleatly concealed. On the thirtieth the convoy 
churned its march by break of day on the road to Domfladtl ; 
the cavalry of General Ziethen'fi corps marched on the right of 
the waggons, and in fquadrons with great intervals; fo long 
as the ground was for the mod part even» the infantry marched 
on the left hand. The head of the column reached the defile 
near DomAadtl, without any enemy having (hewn himfelf, but 
when fcarcely about one hundred and twenty waggons had paiTed 
through the defil^, the enemy appeared upon the heights on t'he 
left hand, began immediately a mod ievere fire from his artillery 
on the entrance, fhot almoil every horie dead» and thus brought 
the line of march abfolutely to a ftand iliU; General Ziethen 
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hereupon left the waggons, as they arrived by little and little to 
draw up before the defil^, took both the grenadier batallions. 
Rath and Carlowitz under General Putkammer, with about two 
hundred huflars, and moved againfl the enemy; the attack had 
at firft a very profperous fuccefs^ every batallion of the enemy 
was broken^ every one of his cannon taken; but the Saxon 
dragoons ru(hing from the thickets where they had been con- 
cealed^ charged the grenadiers in flank and rear, cut in pieces 
a great part, took many more and drove the reft quite to the waggon 
bourg, where they fled for refuge; on this General Zilkowitz 
turned the whole of his force on the center of the convoy, 
recovered again the artillery he had loft, and kept up a conftant 
unceaftng fire upon the waggoa bourg, and the waggons that 
had already paft the defil^. In a very fhort time General Laudohn 
alfo appeared, coming back again from Bahni and attacked the 

convoy on the other iide; the combat was very obftinate, and 
lafted above two hours with various fuccefs: but the troopa 
compoiing the eicorte being broken and fubdivided by the wag-> 
goiis,^^and the eoiemy on the other hand keeping their lines always 
united, th^ at length broke in, in ieveral places, overpowered the 
efcorte, and difperled the whole convoy. Each batallion drew 
off to the defile of Domftadtl, but General Ziethen with his 
party was cut off from it and obliged to retreat, continually fighting 
his way back to Troppau; General Krokow who commanded the 
avantgarde, and who from the fnloke of the powder waggons^ 
iet on fire by the enemy, the filence which followed the cxplo- 
lion, and the retreat of the fcattered fugitives, readily concluded 
that the enemy muft have effeded their defign, came to the 
rcfolution of coUeding all he could get through the defile, and 
letting forward on his march ftrait to Olmutz. 

Before he could accomplifli this, he had the mortification to 
lee the enemy renew his attack on the waggon bourg, formed 
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on the other fide the defile, cut in pieces a great part, and make- 
prifoners of the remainder of the efcorte before his face, without 
having it in his power to afford them any afliftance. He marched 
off therefore with what remained of the batallions of Manteufel, 
Unruh, Schenkendorf, Billerbcck, Rath, Carlowitz, the regiment 
of. young Kreutz, five fquadrons of Ryau, one Schmettau, and 
about five hundred hufTars; together with near two hundred 
and fifty waggons, and without making any more halts, arrived 
in the evening between Biflrowan and the bridge of boats. Near 
Heih^gen Berg he was again attacked by the huffars and Croats, 
who plundered one waggon; by good luck General Ziethen had 
placed all the money waggons at the head of the convoy, Which 
from this circumftance were favcd. The recruits of Prince Fer- 
dinand's regiment who had never before once feen an enemy, 
diftinguiflied themfelves in both thefe adlions by the moft remark- 
able firmnefs j never did Spartan or Roman veterans, fight for 
their country with more undaunted valour, than thefe raw lads 
from feventeen to twenty years of age. They determined to defend 
themfelves to the laft gafp, but the greater part of them together 
with their commander captain Pirch, carried their laurels with- 
them to the grave; out of nine hundred there were fcarcc fixty- 
five men taken, fome who were but flightly wounded got back 
to Troppau, the remainder all lay dead in their ranks. They 
might have anfwered with a certain Spaniard, after the battle of 
Rocroi to one who afked how flrong they had been ; as many 
as you find killed or wounded. Upon the whole no fault can be 
imputed either to the Pruflian troops or their commanders; they 
did every thing that a man can expedt in fuch circumflances, 
from brave men and fkilful officers. But the enemy was fo 
vaftly fuperior to them, he had all the advantage of the ground 
fo intircly on his fide, and fortune favoured his whole enterprizc 
in fuch a manner, that the efcorte might wholly perifh, but 

could 
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could not poffibly come ofF vi<3oriou8. Nothing moreover is 
eafier than to difpcrfe a convoy, and even to deftroy it, either 
in whole or in part, if the aflailants only know how to profit 
in any degree by their advantages, even though they fhould not 
be commanded by a Laudohn or a Zifkowitz 5 a train . of three 
thoufand four wheeled waggons, even if no flbp or accident hap- 
pens but all keep clofe together, takes up at lead the fpace of 
four German miles, if as commonly happens in a mountainousr 
country, they cannot proceed but in a fingle file. But fuppofe. 
we allow ten thoufand men for the efcorte, and admit that the 
commanding ofiicer is able to make the waggons drive four a 
breaft, which reduces the line of march to one mile, his troops 
alfo will be difpofed of along this fpace; I will take it for 
granted they are divided into three parts, three thoufand for the 
advanced guard, three thoufand in the center, and three thoufand 
to cover the rear, the remaining one thoufand fhall be difperfed 
in platoons all along the convoy, by this difpofition the three 
divifions will flill be half a mile difbnt from each other. Suppofe 
now the enemy has only fix thoufand men, he will flill be con- 
fiderably Superior to each divifion, and if he only attacks one of 
them with vigour, he muft in all probability cut it in pieces-: 
before the others can come to its aflifhmce, (which would take? 
up a foil hour) or elfe his troops mufl be good for nothing. 
Without letting myfelf go here into an enumeration of all the 
advantages he may draw from the nature of the ground, from 
making various falfe attacks, from ambufcades, &c. in fhort to 
defcribe the cafe in one word, he always is the afTailant, and his 
oponcnt mufl confine himfelf to a mere defenfive, and that without 
daring to hazard himfelf in the leafl from his convoy, which he 
mufl always be at hand to fuccour. While this fucccisful enter- 
pxize was carrying on, Marfhal Daun was not without appre- 
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henfions left the whole projdS (hould mkcany. For as hu 
ireputation and the coofidence be had hitherto acquired with 
his fovereign^ depended upon his relieving Olmutz, he came to 
the re&>lution of drawing a» near as poflible to this town witli 
his army. The better to conceal his views, he (hewed himfelf 
about nine o'clock in the morning of the twenty-ninth, with a 
ftrong corps on the other fide Profnitz,, and made as if he 
would attack that town ; during thi» time General Buccow gav« 
itvk alarm to Ziethen's huiTars near Kofteletzj the king imme- 
diately took Lattorf 's regiment and noarched that way, leaving orders 
witli ieveral batstUions of the left wing, to hold themfelves in readi« 
nefs to follow him in caie the eneoiy iliould penetrate further. 
Werner's huflfers, who were fupported by the dragoons. Young 
Platen and Caettritz as foon as they came in fight of the enemy^ 
rufhed upon him, broke iota his raaks fword in hand^ and made 
about fixty prifoners. But the Field Marflial intending merely to re<« 
connoicre^ would not fu&r himfelf to be drawn into any thing ierious, 
and withdrew into his camp. On hearing that a very ftrong body 
of, the enemy was pofted near Tobitfchau, the king detached lieute- 
nant general Seidlitz with fome hundred dragoons and hufiars,^ to 
acquaint himfelf of the truth of this intelligence. He found, how* 
ever, nothing bat haifars, of whom he brought back a few prifoners. 
Towards evening came the flugel adjutant Seville, detached by colo* 
nel Mofet to head-quarters, who informed the king that this convoy, 
after that the efcorte had repulfed the enemy, had reached the half 
way between Bautfch and Domfladtl, and that general Ziethen was on 
his march, with intention to join colonel MofeK This intelligence 
was the more agreeable to the king, as he nught now with greater 
probability hope that the convoy would arrive without any further 
moleflation ; for the march of general Zifkowitz was totally unknowa 
to him^ fo perfe<^y did mere accident by a mofl fingular caprice 

of 
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of Ibrtuiie^ faFOur theprqjed of the Auftrian geaecal^ and give to all 
his falie demonftrations the appearance of reality. And now DauR 
being observed on the following day wholly employed in ftrcngthening 
hiB camp with redoubts, and various other field works; it was con^ 
jeftared that having without douht learnt the chfeck general Laudoha 
had fieceivedy he £>ught by thefe precautioas to put his troops in ^ 
fituation to give die king a warm reception in the expedted attack^ 
and indeed this conje&ure had fuch a degree of probability in it^ that 
it would have been difficult to have angr otberwiie accounted for the 
Marihal's views. He however had in ^e mean time caufed ieveral 
bridges to be thrown over the Morava^ between Kremiir and Kpgetin^ 
and in the hight of the thirtieth of June to the firft of July broke up 
his camp at Dobromielitz in the moft profound iilence^ pailed the 
river with his army, and accelerated his march to fuch a degree, that 
he arrived towards the evening on the heights between Grofs Teinitz 
and Checkowitz, about half a mile from Olmiitz, having made that 
day a march of more than five miles. Moreover, left the king having 
any intelligence of thefe movements, fhould take n^afures to interrupt 
them, the Marfhal had drawn his chain of trufly light troops very 
clofe together, fo that it was impofTible for any deferter to penetrate it, 
and general Buccow, who with a corps of four or five thoufand light 
troops had been left behind at Ptin to keep up the communication 
with general Jahnus, who was pofled at Konitz, had orders to fall 
on Ziethen's huffars near Kofleletz, at two in the morning on the 
firfl of July, to draw the king's attention on that fide; he was how* 
ever driven back with lofs by fome infantry, who had occupied a 
hollow way which he mufl pafs. The out pofls fent in word that 
the Auflrian army had left their camp, and foon after the &tal news 
arrived that the convoy had at lafl, after a bloody engagement, been 
for the greater part cut off. Marflial Keith, who heard this fboner 
than the king, but fuppofed that general Ziethen might flill hold 
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out, detached that fame morning general Retzow with feven batal« 
lions and fifteen fquadrons to Gibau to extricate him, but the blow 
was already ftruck ; general Retzow could penetrate no farther than 
Dolein, where he was informed of all the circumftances of the affair; 
he marched back therefore without having accompliflied his objeft; 
and as he arrived in his old camp near fiiftrowan, difcovered the whole 
of the enemy's army on the heights of Gros Teinitz, on which he 
pafTed the bridge of boats near Holitz that fame evening, and Joined 
Mar(hal Keith, who had already received the batallions that came back 
with general Krokow, and the miferablc remnant of the convoy. As 
foon as all had pafled^ the bridge was broken down. 
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Marfhal Daun not having been able to force the king to change 
his flrons; cainp» nor efiedually to interrupt the progrefs of the 
fiege, and defirous to avoid a battle, determined to pais the Morava 
and approach Olmutz, fo near as to open a communication between 
it and the army, which of courfe would force the enemy to raife the 
fiege without running the riik of a general adtion i accordingly on 
the thirtieth of June at night, the army began its march which 
lafted all that night, and almoft the whole day following, being 
forty miles, very near the enemy, and through a difficult country, 
a river, and feveral bridges to pafs, and late on the firft of July, 
took its camp near a village called Gros^Teinitz. The Pruffians 
were informed of this march Co late, that they could not prevent^ noi" 
even interrupt it. This very extraordinary march, the portion of the 
Auftrians and the fcarcity of ftores and provifions, occafioned by 
the lofs of the great convoy, forced the king to raife the fi<^ 
immediately, to prevent further misfortunes, which very probably 
might enfue if his Majefty perfifted in his enterprize now rendered 
impoilible, as the Mar(hal, if he loft time, would concert fuch 
meafures as would make his retreat very difficult. Accordingly the 
fame night the iiege was raiied without lofs, excepting a cannon 
or two, whofe carriages were broke, the whole army marched off 
before day break in. two divifions; the main army under the king 
directed its cburfe by Gewitfch to Mariich Tribau, the corps which 
befieged Olmutz under Marfhal Keith went by Littau, and Muglitz 
to Tribau. People ignorant of the circumftances in which the 
king was, wondered he had chofen this route rather than that which 
leads to Troppau, only forty miles off ; he was forced to chooie 
the former preferable to the latter, becaufe the Auftrians under 
generals Laudohn, Zifkowitz, Jahnus and St. Ignon, were mafters 
of this, with about fixteen thoufand men, who in a country 

* Tbe autbor Ij^caks of Engliih nulet fixtjr-mne to a degree. 
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extremely favourable for the operations of corps, and light troops 
in particular, could effedlually interrupt his march, and give 
Marfhal Daun an opportunity to attack him in his retreat, with 
every poffible advantage. 

Secondly, the forage on that road, as well as in upper Silefia, 
was intirely exhaufled, and little or nothing in the camp, whereas 
by marching through Bohemia towards Konigingratz, he avoided 
the former difficulties, and moreover took feveral magazines which 
the Auflrians had colle(fted in that country, and left unguarded, not 
fufpedting the king would march that way, though on the leaO: 
reflexion they would have fcen he could not take any other for 
the above mentioned reafons. 

A body of Auftrians marched on the right of Marfhal Keith's 
column, and took fbme horfes and waggons. The other column 
under the king, who had marched by Konitz to Tyrnau, and 
from thence by Krenau and Zwlttau to Leitomifchel, where the 
Van under prince Maurice arrived the fifth, and the main army the 
day following; general baron Buccow with a confiderable corps^ 
marched on the left of the king's column, he took poll at Oppatowitz, 
from whence he fent detachments towards Zwittau, to break up 
the roads and by that means interrupt, and retard the march of the 
enemy ; which obliged him to deviate a little from the main road, 
but did not at lead prevent him from accomplifhing his march to 
Zwittau as he had projected. 

The Auftrian generals Buicow, Laudhon, St. Ignon and Ziiko- 
witz, with a very confiderable corps, accompanied the enemy in 
his march, fome between the right column and the frontiers of 
Glatz, ibme on the left to cover Bohemia, others followed ; nothing 
however was done to interrupt it, much lefs to ftop it efFedtually. 
. Marfhal Daun having vifited Olmutz on the fourth, pafTed the 
Morava and encamped on the hills near Drahanowitz ; on the fixth, 
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the Van coniifting of grenadiers and carabiniers under count Lacy' 
then quarter mafter general^ advanced to Konitz to mark a camp 
for the army, which arrived there the day following, and on the 
next morning continued its march to Gewitfch. General Lacy with 
his corps always preceded the army a day's march to mark the camp 
for it, and then proceeded to reconnoitre the country and procure 
intelligence further on, fb as to be able to proceed next day to mark 
a new camp ; which method is excellent, it fccures the march of 
the army, and gives time for any difpofition which circumftances 
may require. In this courfe he difcovered Marfhal Keith's rear, 
marching from Tribau through Krenau, refolved to attack it, and 
drove the Pruffians out of the village ; upon which they halted and 
formed beyond the village, and brought up fome cannon ; the 
adtion (if it deferve that name) lafted from eleven o'clock, till night, 
what the lofs on either fide may have been, is not material. The 
, Pruffians by flopping the enemy the whole day, got time to arrive 
in fafety to Zwittau, and thereby accomplifhed the end which they 
had in view, whereas the Auflrians acquired no advantage at all. 

On the ninth, Marfhal Daun marched in two columns to 
Politfchka, where the army arrived very late, the road being moun- 
tainous, and near fifteen miles. The fame day the king came 
towards Hohemauth, but finding fome paffes occupied by general 
Laudohn, he encamped fhort of that place, fo let the baggage proceed 
and followed the next day. 

The tenth the Auflrian main army remained at Politfchka, while 
the king proceeded to Hollitz, and on the eleventh, arrived at 
Konigfgratz. On this day Marfhal Keith who commanded the rear, 
left Leitomifchel, pafTed by Hohemauth and encamped at Hollitz, 
the Auflrians advanced the fame day towards Leitomifchel, hoping 
to find Marfhal Keith there, but he was gone, fo they camped 
between that place and Politfchka ; the grofs of the Pruffian army 
which had remained at Hollitz, marched to join the king at 
Konigfgratz. 
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History of the War^ &c. 6i 

General Retzow who commanded the rear of this corps, and efcorted 
the artillery and provifions, iet out about twelve o'clock, was 
attacked by general Laudohn near a village called Wlezkowitz, 
and forced to return towards Hollitz, and occupy fome high ground 
near that village, and then parked his convoy, having put fire to 
fome houfes at Wlezkowitz, probably for a fignal that he was 
attacked. When the Auftrians had coUedled all the forces they had 
in the neighbourhood. Count St. Ignon with feveral batallions of 
grenadiers, and a regiment of dragoons, attacked the Pruilian 
cavalry which he beat, and followed beyond the enemy's artillery 
and baggage, by which means it was thrown into difbrder, which 
might have been fatal, as the Pruffians were again in order, had 
not general Laudohn advanced with the infantry and cannon, which 
gave St. Ignon time to collect his men, and put them in order. The 
Auftrians had taken three ilandards, and feveral pieces of artillery, 
which they were forced to abandon, becaufe Marfhal Keith appeared 
with the remainder of the rear guard, and the king alfo with a con* 
liderable body of troops, upon which the Auftrians retired to their 
former ftations, both parties loft a coniiderable number of men; 
the Pruffians refumed their march without being interrupted, and 
coniequently now as at the affair of Krenau had the advantage. 

The garrifon of Troppau, and what efcaped of the convoy which 
was interrupted in going to Olmutz, quitted the former place and 
went to Neifs ; on which general dc Ville, who had been left in 
Moravia, advanced towards upper Silefia. The king being arrived 
on the eleventh, as we have faid at Konigfgratz, found general 
Buccow endeavouring to tranfport the magazines which the 
Auftrians had there, who withdrew the fmall garriibn, paffcd the 
Elbe, and took poft on the other fide at Chlumetz, without being 
able to accomplifh their purpofc, for a great part of the magazine 
fell into the hands of the Pruffiafis, part of their army foon after 

marched 



62 History of the War 

marched to the frontiers of the county of Glatz^ but the principal 
part of it remained encamped in two lines near Konigfgratz^ from 
whence detachments were fent out on every fide to coUedi: forage. 

On the twelfth^ Marihal Daun quitted his camp at Sebranitz,^ 
and marched to Hohemauth^ the fifteenth the army advanced to 
Krockow-Teynetfch between the former place and Pardubitz. 

General Jahnus who had made part of general Buccow's corps, 
was ordered to KonigfhofF on the Elbe, to obferve the road to 
Trautenau on the Prufiians right, whilfi: general Laudohn was 
pofted at Hopotfchna on their left. He was afterwards attacked in 
that poft^ and forced to abandon it. The king took up his head quarters 
there, with part of his army, the reft remained ftill at Konigfgratz, 
and raifed fome works, which feemed to indicate an intention of 
ftaying there for fome time. 

Marshal Daun therefore thought it neceflary to advance nearer 
the enemy, and on the eighteenth his army pafTed the Elbe at 
Pardubitz, and took an advantageous camp beyond it, between 
Libifchan and Woffitz, the head quarters at Dobrezenitz in fight 
of Konigfgratz ; general Buccow and his corps joined the army 
here ; fome days afterwards the army marched on the left, fo that 
it came between Urbanitz and Chlom. 

The Praffians occupied the road which goes to Glatz, with 
fmall corps to proteft the convoys which went to and from that, 
place to their army, which they did effe6hially, for general Laudohn 
never could intercept the fmalleft part of them, though he often 
attempted, it ; the king returned to Konigfgratz, leaving however, 
two camps at Lcwin and Reinertz. 

The twenty-fifth, the Pruffians drew their equipages out of Konigf- 
gratz into their camp, and dcftroyed their ovens, which indicated 
they propofed quitting the country ; accordingly on the twcnty-fixth, 
they left Konigfgratz and marched towards Neuftadt, all the corps 
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on the right and left, under generals Laudohn, Jahnus, &c. foU 
lowed, and the Van of the main army under general Lacy, but r 

could make no impreffion on the enemy. The corps under general 
Zifkowitz and St. Ignon, joined the main army, which marched 
out the thirtieth, **nd took its camp behind the Elbe, with the 
right at Rodow and the left at Ertina oppofite Jaromitz, and the. 
head quarters at Hertzmanitz, the Van at Smirfchitz, with fbmc 
grenadiers beyond the Elbe; on the thirty-firft the king made a 
motion as if he intended going by Trautenau into Silefia, which 
made Marfhal Daun take fuch a pofition as would interrupt him, 
and perhaps prevent it. General Laudohn who was on and behind 
the enemy's left, was ordered to quit that ilation, pafs the Elbe, 
repafs it above Jaromitz, and poft himfelf at Welfdorf near the 
road which leads ifrom KonigfhoiF to Trautenau; the fame day 
the army made a motion on its left, fo that the right came to 
Ertina, and the left on the hills by Kafchow to 'the wood near -^ ^ 
Kukus, the head quarters continued at Hertzmanitz. 

On the third of Auguft the Pruffians left Neuftadt, and camped at 
Klein Skalitz; General Laudohn paiTed the road to Trautenau, and 
took poft at Horzitzka, from whence he advanced to attack a Pruflian 
poft on a hill which covered their right, and after much blood fpilt 
on both fides, retired ; it being fo hear the enemy, it could not be 
forced entirely, nor indeed could Laudohn have occupied it long if he 
had fucceeded. 

On the fourth the Pruffians marched to Nachod, and the fifth in 
two columns, the one to Starckftadt> and the other to Politz, on the 
road to Braunau. 

ft 

On the feventh, the firft went by Friedland into Silefia, and the 
other camped at Wiefe, and the corps under general Fouquet took 
poft at Wiinfchelburg. Thefc different motions were performed 
(though in a very clofc and mountainous country), without any lofs; 
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notwithftanding ieveral thoufand light troops attempted to interrupt 
them. General Laudohn^ whofe corps confifted of above ten thou- 
fand men^ was ordered to Arnau, and from thence to precede the 
army» and make the van of it ; and on the eighth, advanced to Ho- 
hen Elbe. Thus ended this memorable tranfadion, which deferves 
to be examined minutely, becaufe it will furni(h an example for fuch 
as may be employed on fimilar occafions. 



A Lift of the Auftrian Forces under Marjhal Daun on tbefecond 
of Auguft^ one thoufand f even hundred and fifty -^eigbt. 

First Line. Second Line. 

Archduke Jofeph's dragoons 6^ [ Bathpny dragoons 



Lowenftein dragoons 
Serbelloni cuirafliers 
Giulai ditto -— 



I Archduke Leopold 



6 1 fquad. J Stampach cuirafliers 
^ ^ Anhalt Zerbft 



6 
6 
6 
6 



Emperor , 

Saxe Hildburghauien 

Botta 

Konigfeck 

Palfy 

Clerici 

Old Wolfenbiittel 

Deutfchmeifter 

Brown 

Bayreuth 

Bethlem 

Stahrenberg 

Old Coloredo 



24 

fPrince Charles of Loraine i 

Waldeck ■ 2 

Leopold Daun — ^ 2 

Keuhl — 2 

Andlau *-« i 

Thierheim — 2 

Jofeph Eflerhazi •— • 2 

Bathyany —-i % 

Forgatfch — 2 

Puebla — 2 

Mercy *— 2 

20 
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Odonell 
Schmerzing — • 

Wurtemberg dragoons 
Daimftadt — 



KoUowrath 
Molk 
Los Rios 
Archduke Charles 



Henry Daun 

Ligni and 

Pallavicini 

Luzany 

Durlach 

Wicdt 

Mayence 

Wurteburg 

Aremberg 



fAnfpach cuirafliers 
I Archduke Ferdinand 



fquad.< 



j Deuxponts dragoons 



H. 




Geifnick 

Y. Wolfcnbattel 

Harrach 



Corps tf Rtferve. 



I 
I 



fHarfch 
) Baden Baden 
1 Wallis 
^Neuperg 



rBenedi^ Daun 
j KoUowrath 
fquad.^Birkenfeldt 

I Althan dragoons 




6s 

6 

6 
6 

x8 



z 

2 



2 
2 

2 

2 

6 
6 
6 
6 
6 



^KoUowrath dragoons 
Befides twelve batallions of grenadiers, and the carabineer corp«~ 
befides Croats, hulTars, and other light troops, and befides the 
detached corps. 

ReJkSlions on the Siege of Olmutz, and the different Opera^ 
tions 'which were executed on that Occajion, 
IT is evident that no operation, whether militaiy or mechani- 
cal, can be performed, unlcfs the men employed are provided 
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with the Inflruments and materials necdSary for the work intended; 
have their fubfiftence fecurcd, and pcrfcft fafety, that they may pro^ 
iecute their work without danger or interruption. In treating of a 
fiege, we have faid in the preqciing part of this work, that previous 
to opening the trenches, a general fhould have in his camp, if 
ppffible, the artillery ftores and provifions ready prepared, and parti-* 
cularly if his line of operation is of any confiderable length, and the 
enemy has an army in the field, otherwifc bad weather, and the at- 
tacks he muft expedl continually from the enemy, will render the ar-^ 
rival of his convoys precarious, flow, and uncertain. The greateft 
part of his army muft be employed in cfcortes, patroles, &c. whereas 
it (hould be employed either in carr}'ing on the fiege, or in protecting 
thofe who do ; fo that the woirk may proceed regularly, and as quick 
as poilible, for all delays are dangerous, and always turn to the advan- 
tage of the enemy of courfc : too many men, and too great a quaatity 
of artillery, can never be employed. 

In order to prote<ft as much as poflible thdfe employed in the fiege^ 
experience has taught the necefiity of lines of contravallation and cir- 
cumvallation, which ought nevei^ to be omitted, if the garrifon i$ 
flrong and moreover the enemy has any army in the field. This 
enables you to carry on your operation without interruptiofi,. and 
greatly diminifhes the labour of your troops* I sio not mean that 
you ffaould wait for the enemy within your lines, by no means; 
the army which covers the fiege, muft meet the enemy in the 
field, always at fuch a diftance that in cafe you are beat, you 
have time to withdraw your troops, and- artillery, as the king 
jat KoUin, which could not have been done, had the battle been 
fought within a league or two of Prague. At the fiege o£ 
Olmutz, the king negledted every precaution; inibmuch, that 
the place was never properly invefted, and of courfe the befieged 
feveral times received fiiccours of various kinds unperceived^ 
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which befidcs its real ufe gives great encouragement to the garrifon^ 
and dimini(he8 the hopes and confidence of the beiiegers. When 
wc confider that the enemy's light troops, very numerous, got imme- 
diately between Olmutz and Troppau, from whence every thing came 
to the army, and Monficur de Ville was with a ftrong body of horfe 
between the* firft place and Brinn, from whence detachments were 
continually fent b^ond the Morava, which often defeated his ma* 
jefly's poAs, and always interrupted the progrefs of the fiegc, while 
Laudohn and his light troops a£ted day and night on his line of 
operation^ and attacked his convoys. Thus the two capital points 
(I mean his fubfiftence and the fafety of thofe who condudted the 
fiege) being totally neglefted^ he was forced to raife it, which would 
havehappenedeven hadMarihal Daun had no army in the field, for I am 
convinced that Marfhal Laudohn alone at the head of twenty thoufand 
light troopa, ading upon the king's line near forty miles long, in a coun-* 
try peculiarly adapted to die operations of fuch troops, would have 
forced his majefty to abandon it, and indeed this General and Zifko- 
witz, with two detachments of about twelve thoufand men, did per-^ 
form this work; for Marfhal Daun did not a<ft himfelf, but only 
placed himfelf fo, that he might protedt and fupport thofe who did. 
Moreover the king had by no means a fufficient quantity of artillery, 
ievcnty pieces is nothing againfl a good place and a good garrifbn, he 
fhould have had three times as much ; defpatch is every thing on fuch 
occafions. The pofl the king occupied at Profnitz, was of all others 
the mofl improper, as it left his rear and his line with Troppau, i^uite 
naked and defencelefs, and expofed to be continually infuUed; whereas 
if he had camped with his main army at Mahrifch Tribau, with two 
corps, oneatLandfcron and the other at Zittau, Marfhal Daun could 
not have ient his light troops on the road towards Troppau, and mufl 
have changed his pofition, and by a round-about inarch, to avoid 
fighting, endeavoured to place hin^felf between Olmutz and Brinn \ 
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then the poft of Profnltz would have been good^ whereas it was of no 
ufe, while Marfhal Daun was at Leitomifchel ; on the contrary it 
enabled that General to employ his light troops with every advantage 
poflible^ and at lad brought on the lofs of the convoy^ which was a 
decifive event, and alone would have forced his majefty to raiie th6 
£ege. Pofted as the Pruflians were, they were furrounded by the 
enemy's parties, who penetrated wherever they pleafed, and of courfe 
interrupted the operations of the fiege ; no army however numerous 
pofted in detachments round a place, can inveft it effectually ; it muft 
occupy nine or ten miles of ground, and if it formed a chain, which 
cannot be done, the enemy by making fbme falfe attacks, will get 
tiirough it in twenty different places, and even by day force any part 
in fpite of you ; the circular form of fuch a chain, makes it every 
where weak, and no part can be abandoned to fupport thoie which 
are attacked. If therefore the enemy has any force at all in the field, 
a fiege cannot be carried on unlefs the place is furrounded by good 
lines, and though this is a truth demonftrated by experience, and the 
examples oi all great men, we find the king of Pruilia always neglec- 
ted this neceflary precaution ; we alio find that he is not fuccefsfu^ 
for whenever any real attempt was made to raiie a fiege formed by 
him, it fucceeded, and always will; even lines are often forced^ 
becaufe the coaimunication between the difierent parts of them, is 
interfeded by the cannon of the place, to a great diftance, and very 
often by rivers, and other obftacles, fo that the troops which guard 
them, muft remain where they are j whereas the enemy's motions ace 
free, Co that he can bring a greater number to ad in difi^nt points, 
than thoie who are confined within the tines. Hence it is that if they 
are acceilible in many parts, and the enemy is provided with fafcines, 
he will penetrate ibmewhere ; you are too near the town to fall back 
and form again, on foipe advantageous ground, the troops to the right 
and left are taken in flank, and you muil fly as you can« For which 
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reafons no attempt ihould ever be made to defend lines, if they are at ' 
all accedible in many or all their parts, yet they are abfi>lutely necef* 
fary if you befiege a place, and the enemy has an army in the field. 

I fuppofe prince Henry's army was weak, otherwife it would 
ieem, that if inftead of going to Franconia, to raife contributions 

he had entered Bohemia, fuch an enterprize would have facilitated 
the king's operations before Olmiitz; this is only a furmiie, it is 
pofiible he was ai&aid of leaving Saxony> left the army of the 
empire ihould force the pafles bdiind him ; his army was fmall no 
doubt, for we find he could not prevent the army of the empire 
taking Pirna and Sonnenftein in his prefenceL 

The fituation in which the king was^ at the beginning of the 
campaign, made h neceiTary to take Schweidnitz, to prevent the 
enemy from entering Silefia on that fide, and advance as in the 
foregoing year to Breflaw ; but the fiege of Olmutz was a raih and 
inconfiderate operation, which if fiiccefsful would have proved 
difadvantageous to him, becauie he could not preferve it, unlefs he 
left there an army, and then only till winter, when the Auftrians 
would have retaken it ; no place ifolated which 3^0 cannot preierve 
ought to be befieged unlefs to deflroy it^ becauie you will loie your 
garrifbn ; moreover the king having many and powerful enemies 
in the field, and no men to fpare in garrifon, he ought to have 
collected all his forces for the field, and wait the moment it was 
neceflary to a£t, and not ad till then ; more than two thirds of hia 
army were new levies; he fhould have brought them into the 
field only when nece^ry, taken time to form them, aad nQt expoie 
them raw, as they were, to the hard kbours which necefTarily' attends 
afiegc; by doing otherwiie an epidemical diftemper kized them, 
and deftroyed a prodigious number, inibmuch, t^at the corps uhder^ 
Marflial Keith, which ihottld have fixteen thouiand mcin compleat,. 
was reduced to lefs than ha|^ that numbcrj^ which accouata ^r his. 
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very flow progrefs ; he had not a fufHcient number of men, nor half 
artillery enough; he had but one attack, and that fo weak, that 
during the whole (iege, the fire of the place was fuperior to his, and 
after near forty days work, he was as far from taking the place as the 
firft day ; the nearer he approached it, the more certain his lofs, 
while the enemy's fire was fuperior, and in my opinion, he muft in 
the end have fallen back, until his fire was (Ironger, and perhaps 
abandoned the enterpriie toully. People grow tired in a long fiege, 
grow impatient, right or wrong will advance, this brings on heavy 
calamities^ becauie you cannot advance with fafety, but ftep by ftep, 
and in proportion as your fire increafes, and that of the place dimi* 
nifhes. This is the reafbn why you muft raife your firft batteries at 
a diftance, though perhaps favoured by the ground, it might be done 
much nearer, but it muft not be done, for if the enemy's fire is ftrong, 
he will kill you many men, and in an hour deftroy what you have 
been forty in doing. The event of this enterprife, and the caufe which 
produced it, (I mean the taking of the convoy) confirms the doc«- 
trine we eftabliflied in the preceding volume, which is, that a fortrefs, 
conftruded with a view to cover the country, (hould be placed at a 
confiderable diftance from the frontier, and not clofe to it, becaufe 
in the firft cafe it enables you to a£t on the enemy's line of operation, 
which is the only method you have to retard the enemy's progrefs, 
with fafety and fuccefs, for it is by no means advifeable to rifle a ge^ 
neral adion. Whereas if it is placed clofe to the frontier, and of 
courie the enemy's line is fliort and eafily defended, you cannot zSt 
upon it, you muft fight or let the place be taken in your prefence ; 
we (hall conclude our ofofervation, by faying that the king did no one 
thing, which fliould have been done. He abandoned his line of ope* 
ration to the mercy of the enemy ; he never invefted the place, ft> 
that it received fuccours of different kinds during the whole fiege ; he 
had not artillery or ftores, provifions, -^cc. Sufficient i his army was 
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not ftrong enough to carry on the fjege^ and to occupy a hundred 
difierent pofls, which was done ineffedually, and harraiTed his men 
fo much that they became extremely iickly, and he lofl; many men. 
He negleded every precaution^ as if the enemy had no ahny in the 
field, and that the garrifon confifted only of a few hundred men, and 
the place a bicoque ; for which reafon he defervedly failed in his enter* 
prife» which coft him many men> and much time and treafure. 

When we compare his condud with that of Marihal Daun, we 
ihall find fuch rules for the condudl of generals, in fimilar occafions^ 
as may ferve hereafter for guides, certain and infallible* 

The refult of the king's condmA ihew^ what i$ to be done by a 
general who undertakes a fiege, for by negleding it he mifcarried.. 

That of Marfhal Daun will furnifli no lefs certain rules for a general 
who dares not riik a battle, and indeed ought not^ but whete every 
other means to ftop the progrefs of the enemy fail» and ia however 
. commanded to do it. 

Marihal Daun's army was almoft compo&d of recruits ; the few 
veterans difinayed by the unforttmate conclufion of laft campaign. It 
waa dangerbus to approach the enemy, moreover, he expedied confi-* 
derable reinforcements from Flanders, Italy, &c. For which reafba 
he wiihed to be forgot and neglei^ed by the en^my j. be waa fb, and 
I therefore he continued a long time at LeitomijfeheL This pofitioa 

I was ftrong, and fo far off, that the king could not leave the neigh<» 

bourhood of Olmutz, and go after Daun. The pofition of the 
Attilrian forces while the king was at Olmutz^ waa as fi>llowi ; The 
main army under Daun at Leitomilchel, fifty Engliih miles from 
Qlmutz ; General de Ville, with a! ftrong corps, l^d been left ia 
Moravia; upon the approach of the Prufiians he retired gradually ta 
Qlmittz, and being pu^d threw aU his infantry into that place^ 
and retired with his cavalry, ftep by ftep, towards Brinn, from 
whence he fent detachments over the Morava^ which under Count 
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St. Ignon did much and important fervices^ as we have ieen. On 
the left of the main army, and advanced before it, on the fide of 
Glatz, was placed general Harfch^ with a ftrong corps, and beyond 
this all the light troops which advanced occafionally to the road which 
leads from Troppau to Olmutz, and coniequently covered the coun- 
try on that fide againft the enemy's parties, and moreover alarmed his 
pofts continually^ and often intercepted and always interrupted his 
convoys ; to which chiefly muft be attributed the very flow progrefs 
of the flege, which was finally raiied by their taking and deftroying 
the great convoy, which muft have happened though Marfhal Daun 
had not interfered. This illuftrious general who left nothing to 
chance, nor did a wrong thing when permitted to follow his own judg-^ 
ment, reiblved to come nearo* the enemy, when his own army was in 
a condition to meet him, and when his ad ver(ary's forces were greatly di« 
mtni(hed,and fcattered about the country to defend pofts which he could 
not defend; accordingly he quitted his poft at Zwittau, and in four 
days march through a moft difficult country, arrived the ieventeenth 
of June at Evannowitz, within ten miles of the enemy, without his hav- 
ing the leaft, knowledge of it. This fine and vigorous operation, per- 
formed with wondeiful vdidom and adivity, was in itielf decifive j 
for though the en^my had been provided with ftores, provifions, &c. 
he could not poflibly have carried on the fiege with an army in front, 
a ftrong place in the rear, and his communication with Silefia cut off, 
infomuch that a cart could not come from thence, unlefs efcorted by 
a ftrong body of troops ; and even this precaution ^¥as not fuflicient, 
the place was not invefted, or rather was abfolutely open on the lefit of 
the Morava, (b that nothing hindered the Marshal from throwing what 
fuccours he pleaied into it. The proximity of the Marihal drew the 
king's attention that way, which enabled the Auftrians to deftroy the 
convoy, as we have feen. The Marlhal not content with this decifive 
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fvLCcdk, refblved to put an end to the bufinefst and in two more 
marches performed in the prefeace, and within reach of the king^ 
pafled the Morava, and encamped within cannon (hot of the town ; 
and if in that very night the king had not raifed the fiege and de- 
camped, it is probable the Marfhal would have taken fuch meafures as 
to render the king's retreat difficult, and perhaps impradicable, which 
I fuppofe determined him to go off as foon as poilible. 

The column under Mar(hal Keith, where the artillery and equipage 
were, was conduded with uncommon wifdom, and defended, when 
attacked, with great vigour. On his coming to Zwittau he was 
forced to take the fame road the king had done. It feems ilrange and 
contrary to all rules that Marfhal Keith's column (hould march lafl. 
The king the iecond day fhould have taken ibme very ftrong camp, and 
ordered Marfhal Keith's diviiion to make the van of the whole, while 
his majefty, with the greatefl part of his army, fhould have made the 
rear; and as on all fuch occaiions, diftributed his troops in echellons, 
fo that they might fupport each other when attacked, and march 
thus ieparated, with the more celerity, which is the point to be aimed 
at in a retreat. 

This retreat, like all others we hear of, was executed with fuccefs, 
for this fimple reafon. It was not interrupted by any ferious and 
powerful attack, which is now the conmion pradice. For my part, 
I fhould upon fuch an occafion purfue the enemy with my whole 
army, and attack onQ Qr other of his columns with my principal force, 
while the remainder fhould be employed in haraffing the others. This 
nonchalance is the more reprehenfible, as in adting with vigour you 
rifk nothing. The enemy cannot remain on the fpot, he mufl retire, 
he mufl fight if you pleafe, or abandon his equipage, and part of his 
army, and run aiway. Whereas you may bring on a general action, or 
not, as you like, he cannot force ^^02^. It will be laid that Marfhal 
Daun ought not to rifk an action, becaufe he knew the enemy mufl 
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foon be obliged to retire, and be called eliewhere. I grant SiU this, 
but it is nothing to the purpofe ; for he might have fought him as 
long as he pteafed, without being forced to fight a battle, which in 
fuch cafes is by no means necefTary; you may by partial, though 
vigorous attacks, ruin an enemy, or force him to abandoA his ar- 
tillery, equipage, &c. I beg leave to recommend to the Reader's pc- 
ru&l, what I have wrote on this fubje£t in my preceding volume. 



CHAR IL 

Of the OperfttuKis of the RuCan Aimy comna&ded by Generat Ferm<ur* 

IN the preceding volume, wc gave an account of the wtreat of the 

■ 

Hui&ans into Poland, which gave General Lewald an opportunity to 
march with his army to Pomerania to oppoie the Swedes,, and having 
beat them> to afiift the king in Saxony, leaving in Prufiia only two 
batallions and fifty hufiars^ who retired alfo into Pomerania, on the 
approach of the Ruffians, who with about thirty thoufand men in the 
month of January, took pofiefiion of all Pryffia^ which the king 
found it impoflible to defend at fo very great a diflance againfl a 
powerful enemy almoft on the frontier of it, and fo very properly 
abandoned it. By thus concentring his forces, he could with more 
eafc and facility oppofc the various armies, with which he was fur- 
rounded,^ and upon any particular occafion coUedt a fufficient force to 
ftop their progrejts, whereas if he perfiiled in defending Pruffia, a 
powerful army would be neceflary^ and this he could not fpare. 
Mwk The Ruffians remained quiet during the months of January and 
February. In March a confiderable corps advanced into Poland and 
took poflcffion of Elbing and Thorn, on the Viftula, a necefTary 
mcafure, in order to fccure a pafTage over that river^ and alfo to forniv 
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magazines^ which might cafily be coUcdted in fuch a corn country as 
Poknd» and brought there by water carriage, a thing of the utmoft 
importance, and particularly where the roads ^ on the falling of a 
ihower of rain become impaflable. In order to accelerate what might 
be thought neceffary, the General, Count Fcrmor took up his head 
quarters at Marienwerder on the ninth of March ; the army remained in 
quarters till May : about the end of this month the troops approached May, 
the Viftula and pafled the river near Dirfchau ; the divifion com- 
manded by Count Romanzow, encamped near Conitz, who fent a 
flrong detachment under Major General Demifcow towards the New 
March and Pomerania in order to raife contributions, which orders 
he executed without mercy, carrying oflFwhat he could, and deftroying 
the reft, if credit may be given to what has been wrote on the fubjedt. 
The tenth of June, the army marched to Conitz, where the whole J***^' 
aiTembled and General Demifcow was again detached with three thou- 
fand huflars and two thoufand grenadiers on horfeback towards a town 
called Kazimirfberg in Pomerania, which was taken and plundered 
as well as the whole country, where the Coflacks could penetrate and 
then retired again into Poland. The twenty-eighth of June, the army 

left Conitz, and on the firft of July arrived at Pofen on the Wartha, 
while Count Romanzow marched into Pomerania and the New March. 
The approach of fuch a powerful army^ whofe detachments run along 
the right of the Oder from the frontiers of Sileiia through Brandeburg 
and Pomerania and fpread terror and defolation wherever they came, 
made it neceflary to oppofe an army to curb, and if poflible ftop their 
progrefs ; accordingly the king ordered that which the year before 
had been in Pruflia under Mar£bal Lewald, and was now in Swedish 
Pomerania commanded by Count Dohna to march againft the Ruffian , 
main army. Lieutenant General Canitz preceded with a ftrong 
vanguard, a body of Ruffians under General Demifcow made an 
attempt againft Driefen but was repulfed by Colonel Count Huerd. 
The fame day (tenth of July) the Ruffian army advanced to Mied« joiy. 
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zyrycz, and immediately fent a ftrong corps provided with ar- 
tillery, &c. to attack Driefen again, while a detachment was 
placed at Nciibruck to intercept the garrifon in its retreat. The 
Ruffians having taken the place followed the garrifon to Priedberg 
where they attacked them, the greateft part of the garrifon was com- 
pofed of Auftrians, who on feeing the Ruffians cried Vivat Maria^ 
Therefa, and joined them; the remainder compofed of militia defended 
themfetves extremely well and made good their retreat to Landfberg^ 
on the Wartha. 

In the mean time Count Romanzow was advanced to Stargard and 
General Refanow to Stolpe, with a view to fecure the communication 
^"«"*- with the Oder. 

The chief obje<% the Ruffians had, was the taking of Ciiftrih, whicb 
they hoped might be done before the arrival of the king, who they 
knew was coming from Sileiia with conliderable iliccours to join- 
Count Dohna's army which lay encamped near Frankfort. Cuftrin- 
is fmaU but very ftrong from its fituatibn on the Oder, which: 
Joins the Wartha there, this river is very deep, and rapid in its couric^ 
being narrow; it is furroundedby a morafs^ through which is raifeda wad 
or a dam by which albne you can approach it on thatiide. It communi-^ 
cates with the country beyond the Oder, by a bridge of timber, at the head 
of which is a fauxbourg, but no outwork I believe at all, which is a great 
fault, for had their been a good one, the Ruffians could not have como 
near enough to bombard the town, which laid it in a(hes« It had 
at this time a ftrong garrilbn commanded by a brave man. Colonel- 
Schach dt Witcenau. 

On the fifteenth ofAugufta detachment of Roiffians followcd^by 
the whole army approached the town, and immediately without 
opening the trenches^ or raifing any breaftwork or regular batteries 
to cover the cannon, or men that fcrve them, in open field began to 
throw bombs, which in a few hours laid it in aihes, but neither did 
nor could in the leaft hurt the ramparts, and produced no other tffcGt 
than the ruin of many thoufand people^ and wounded three foldiers. 
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Tlie third day only General Fcrmor thought* it ncceffary to fummons 
the towrn to furrender, which (hould have been done before he bom« 
bardcd it, threatening to take it by ftorm, if they did not give up 
the place; this meflagc was in the higheft degree ridiculous, the Oder 
was to bcr got over without a bridge or even a boat* Not one fingle 
(hot had been directed againft the works, confequently no breach 
made, nor one cannon difmounted. How his Excellency proposed 
taking the place by ftorm, we leave it to his friends to explain. 

On the twenty-fecond of Auguft, the king with veiy confiderable 
reinforcements from Sileiia, and two regiments of horie from Saxony, 
arrived at Count Dohna's army, and on the day following pafled the 
Oder below Juftrin at Guftebieic; this obliged the Ruffians to raiic 
the fiege and take another poiition. The corps brought from Ruffia 
under General Broome, and' that which had lain before Cuftrin joined 
the army ; on the twenty-fourth the king advanced nearer the Ruffians, 
and on the. twenty*fifth a general a^ion enfued, the mofl bloody of 
any which happened during this very adive war ; which goes by the 
name of the battle of Zorndorff, a village on the field of battle*. 
We. (haU give the. different accounts*. 

Account publijhed by the HuJJians.. 

Tn obedience to the king's command I left Cuftrin, and on the^ 
twenty- fourth, found our army encamped at Darmutzel, that of the 
enemy was formed with the right at Zicker, and the left at Quartf- 
chen, and ZorndorfFbehind it, between two and three in the morning 
we advanced over the Mikel a fmall river, and proceeded through the 
wood called Maffin, and the village. Batzlow into a plain, where the 
columns opened and extended as far as ZorndorfF, by which means^ 
we were exadtly behind the enemy. We cxpcded that this ma- 
noeuvre would have thrown them into confufion, but we were mif-* 
taken, as the ground on which they ftood was not Efficiently exten-^ 
five, they formed in four lines, making front every way which was 
protected by a numerous artillesy, and chivaujK de frize^ their right 
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flank was covered by the village Zicker, behind vi^hich was their 
cavalry pofted in the plain j prince Maurice under the king commanded 
our firft line. General Manteufel the left of the infantry, and General 
Seidlitz the cavalry of the fame wing ; the infantry fupported by the 
• artillety attacked the villages, thefe were followed by two thoufand 
two hundred grenadiers ; but about eleven o'clock, when we faw the 
enemy preparing to withdraw the artillery, thefe grenadiers from 
whence much was expeded, without any vifible caufe, run away, at 
leafl one thoufand paces before they could be flopped. This made a 
great opening in the line, which left the flanks of both infantry and 
cavalry quite unprote&ed, of which the enemy's cavalry tried to avail 
themfelves, but without fuccefs ; firft, by doing it too late, and fe- 
condly, that General Seidlitz, notwithflanding the ground was clofe 
and difHcult, advanced at the head of the cavalry, which checked 
that of the enemy, and gave our infantry time to rally behind it; the 
king informed of the flight of the grenadiers, ordered three regiments 
of infantry, two batallions of grenadiers, fivefquadrons of dragoons, five 
of gens d armes, and three of garde de corps to advance and aflifl them. 
At twelve o'clock the attack was renewed, and General Seidlitz having 
thrown the enemy's cavalry into confufion, took their infantry in flank, 
and our infantry at the fame time fupported by forty pieces of cannon, 
. advanced and drove the enemy out of the village Zorndorfl^, where 
they found the baggage and military chefl, in which was about eighty 
thoufand rubles, (about one hundred and fixty thoufand pounds); not- 
withflanding the diforder which prevailed in the enemy's right, th^ 
would not abandon their ground, which occafioned a great flaughter 
among them. While we thought ourfclves fure of the vidlory, we 
obferved the remainder of their right wing, and their refcrve form 
again at Quartfcheh. W^e' advanced and attacked the enemy again, 
and after a vigorous onfet, forced him to retire and quit his ground, 
and at fun-fet the battle was finifhed ; his defeat would have been 
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compleat and total, had not one of the enemy's Generals (DemHcow) 
towards the evening, with a body of choien men, advanced againft 
our right, and though he loft the greatefl part of his men, he got 
however time for their infantry to retire towards our left, and daring 
the night to take another pofition, where the whole army was coU 
Fefted and united ; we remained under arms during that night. The 
next morning, the twenty-fixth, we cannonaded each other; the 
twenty-fcventh the enemy feemed inclined to fight another battle, 
but inftead of advancing they marched towards the road which leads 
to Landfberg. As it was impoflible for them to reach that city in our 
prdence, fo they turned towards Wietz, and camped between that 
village and the river Wartha, which was very wrong, as they had no 
bridge to pafs it, nor could they fubfifl long there. Our lofs, con« 
fidering fo great a victory, is very moderate, and confiUs of about 
thirty officers killed, eighty wounded, feven hundred and iixty men 
killed, one thoufand three hundred and feventy*two wounded, and 
three hundred and fifty miffing. Whereas the enemy's lofs is about 
twenty thoufand men; we took above twelve thoufand prifoncrs, 
among which are five generals, and fixty officers of different ranks* 
The reafon of our fmall lofs compared with that of the enemy is, 
that their artillery was ill ferved, arid the men not expert in the ufe of 
their arms. The men are however ilrong and brave, a ihot through 
the body does not hinder them from continuing the fight; we have 
moreover taken one hundred and four cannons, twelve mortars, twenty* 
feven pair of colours, five flandards, &c. 

From this account nothing more can be coUedled, than that the 
"Pruffians left wing attacked the enemy's rights was repulfcd, but at 
length drove it out of the field, after an adion which lafled from near 
ten in the morning till fix in the evening, and not till fun*fet as the 
Writer fays. The vidory, fuch as it was, was entirely owing to the 
cavalry, under whole protedion the repulfed infantry rallied, and at 
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lengtih alter the cavalry had driven that of the enemy hack^ and at- 
tacked his infantry in flank, thoy advanced^ renewed the attack^ and 
drove him out of the field. 

As I have the greatefl: veneration for the king of Pruifia*s abilities^ 
it is with diffidence I prefume to offer my opinion on his conduct ; 
however I muft alk, why, after the enemy's right was totally beat as it 
is &id, and forced to abandon the field, he did not fend fome troops 
after them to prevent their rallying^ and with the remainder of his 
army attack their center in flank and rear, while his right attacked 
their left ? This would in all probability have produced their total 
defeat, or rather deilrudion. Why the day following, when the 
enemy formed a line in. front, he did not attack them ? When the 
twenty»feventh they retired, as this account fays, between Wietz and 
the Wartha, with their rear to it, he did not place himfelf acrois 
their right wing ? This would have rendered their retreat to Landiberg 
ioipoflible, and having neither boats to crofs the river, nor fubfiftence 
for many days, th^ mufl have fought their way through his army, or 
furrendered. Why camp at Tamfel, and fo leave the road to Landiberg 
open ? and in th^ fix days they continued at Grofs Camin, nor in 
their retreat, ever attempt to attack them ? If the Rudians after the 
battle formed on the left, as it is marked in all the plans I have feen of 
this battle, how could they march uninterrupted clofe before the 
Pruffians front, if they were at Tamfel, or behind their army, and 
between it and Cuftrin, if it was on the field of battle, to Gros damin? 
all this is inconceivable. We therefore think that the adion did not 
pafs as reprefented in the plan ; or that the Rufiians, after the battle, 
did not form acrofs the enemy's left flank, as in yy but on the con- 
trary, acrofs his right flank, from whence they could eafily retire to 
Gros Camin, which in the other cafe feems impoflible. It is won-- 
derful.that of fix diflerent accounts of this battle which I have now 
b^bre me, none tells us precifely what was the pofition of the 
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Ruffians the twenty-fixth in the morning; nor when the king marched 
to Tamfel, though it fhould feem it was on the twenty- feventh, when 
the former went to Gros Camin. Upon the whole I think it certain 
that the Ruffians marched thither by their left to avoid another adtion^ 
and not by their right, which would inevitably have engaged them in 
one, if the king thought proper. The king's army was formed in 
three lines ; two of infantry, and one of cavalry, behind it, whofe 
orders were to advance only when the enemy was thrown into con« 
fufion, or to protect the retreat of the infantry, and favour its rallying, 
in cafe it was repulfed, which happened. To this difpofition alone his 
majeily owed his vidtory, as he avowed himfelf. We are happy to find 
cur doctrine on this fubjedt (propofed in the firft volume) confirmed 
by fuch an example, and by fo great a man as the king of Pruffia. 

The lofs of the Pruffians was not fo fmall as the author of this 
account makes it. It confifts of 

In the Cavalry, Officers and Soldiers 

Killed Wounded Miffing 

fold. 
80 



Officers 


and. off. 


fol. 


Offic 


and. off. 


fol. 


Offic. 


und. offi. 


^6 


30 


496 


60 


56 


584 


2 


4 


Infantry 45 


98 


2959 


i86 


262 


5015 


15 


38 



1303 

There are two more accounts of the battle given by the Pruffians, 
but neither gives us any circumftances which may lead to the know* 
ledge of the ground^ or explain the manner in which it pafied ; they 
fay nothing more than that their left wing having been repulfed 
feveral times^ rallied under the protection of the cavalry, and by the 
help of this, after a bloody adtion from ten in the morning till night, 
drove at length the enemy's right out of the field, as we have icen. 
They do not fay tliat their right or center adled at all, at leaft that 
they gained any advantage ; on the contrary it feems clear by their 
own account, that General Dcmifcow's attack reflrained them, and pre- 
vented their profccuting the advantage gained over the enemy's right. 
Vol. II, M Oxt 
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On the Ruffian fide (everal accounts were publiflied, two by the 
commander in chief, and one by general Panin, neither contains any 
thing which gives much infight into the affair. The firft affiires the 
Emprefs he got the battle, and that his army was encamped on the 
field of adion, while the very fame day he wrote to Count Dohna, 
the Pruffian general, to dcfire leave to bury the dead, and carry off the 
wounded ; what impudent lies ! If he was mafler of the field, why 
aflc leave to return there to bury the dead ? Count Panin was wound- 
ed, with a contufion, very early in the a<5tion, the important part 
of which he was unacquainted with, and he recounts even what he 
faw in a manner, which proves that the fmoak or other circumftances 
prevented him from feeing clear, which too often happens ; we arc 
therefore obliged to recur to the account given by one Arnfeld, z 
Swedifh officer, volunteer in the Ruffian army, as the only one which: 
has fome likenefs to truth. 

" Count Fermor being informed the king had pafled the Oder, raifed 
the blockade of Cuftrin, and marched with his whole army into the 
plain, and formed with the right, confifling of the new corps which 
arrived this day towards Zicker, and the left towards Zorndorff; this 
pofition enabled him to oppofe the enemy, whether he advanced by 
Neiidamm or New Mill; he flopped at Neiidamm, and feemed dif- 
pofed to attack our left flank; however, the twenty-fifth in the 
morning he marched round our right wing, and behind us as far as 
Zomdorff, which obliged us to change our front, and confcquently 
our right became the left, and the left the right ; this was executed in 
the prclcnce of the enemy, without confufion or lofs of time ; we 
drew back our right from Zorndorff to Quartfchen, that we might 
have more room to extend our line, to prevent the enemy from at- 
tacking us in the flank ; Zorndorff was burnt that he might not cover 
his motions; as the fmoak was not diffipated foon enough, the enemy 
advanced, fupported by a heavy cannonade, and attacked our rights 
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. which they endeavoured to take in flank. They were however re- 
pulfed» and ran off behind their third line compofcd entirely of 
cavalry, by which they were enabled to form again, and renew the at- 
tack. Our cavalry fupported our infantry, but that of the enemy 
being much more numerous, it was obliged to give way, otherwifc 
the afiair in this wing would have been inftantly determined in our 
£tvour. Our infantry obliged to oppofe that of the enemy, was, after 
having repulfcd it feveral times, compelled alfo to give way, while 
the enemy was continually reinforced by frefli troops. In the mean 
time our left was attacked, but repulfed the enemy, and with fixed 
bayonets drove him back in the greatefl confufion, and even attacked 
the right of his center and left wing, and threw it into diforder; our 
right wing availed itfelf of thefe favourable circumftances, attacked the 
enemy, and drove him quite back ; but his fine cavalry which had 
iaved his left in the beginning of the adion, again flopped our pro-* 
grefs, hindered our grenadiers from proiecuting their advantage, and 
gave his infantry time to rally. Our cavalry on the left, commanded 
by general Demifcow, did great iervice on this occafion. As foonas 
the enemy's infantry was formed behind the cavalry, which had fuf- 
fered much, they advanced and renewed the attack, which was like* 
wife done foon after by their left, with more vigour than ever, and at 
lafl the enemy's corps de referve penetrated into our center; and 
though he did not inflantly derive any advantage from this cir- 
cumflance, however our right and left were totally feparated, and the 
firfl forced to retire, keeping up a continual fire towards the little 
river, the Mitzel, and the wood; our left remaining on the fpot. 
Though general Brown, who commanded it, had been dangeroufly 
wounded, and colonel Soltikow, were taken prifoners by fome hufTars 
who came behind them, and a great number of other officers of all 
ranks; our good countenance, the diforder into which we had thrown 
the enemy's army, and his lofs, ^and the continual fire from our right, 
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prevented him from renewing the attack againft our left, and at laft 
compelled him to retire by his right behind Zicker, leaving fcveral 
pieces of cannon, and wounded men behind him; our right, in retiring 
towards the river, left alfo feveral pieces behind, which the enemy 
could not carry off that night. The fame night our right joined the. 
left, which had always remained on the field of battle; the confufioa 
which prevailed every where, and the poiitioq the enemy took behind 
Zicker, obliged us to change ours, and we camped exa<3:ly oppofite 
the place on which we ftood the preceding day, where we remained 
two days, and then marched unmolefled to Gros Camin, where our 
haggage was; we took twenty-fix cannon, and feveral prifbners^ 
The enemy camped between Zicker and Wilkerdorfi*, and drew a line 
before his front/' 

This account of the Ruffian manoeuvres feems clear, the right wing 
joined the left, where it had remained during and after the battle, from 
whence I conclude, that on the twenty-fixth the Ruffians formed 
ibme where on that fide; but if, as he fays, the enemy was pofted be« 
tween Zicker and WilkerdorfF, and not at Tamfel, how could they 
march about his left to Gros and Klein Camin? There muft be 
fbmething wrong and unintelligible in all thefe accounts^. 

The lofsof the Ruffians killed, wounded, and miffing, nine hun« 
dred and thirty-nine officers; non-commiffion and private killed and 
wounded, eighteen thoufand five hundred; ditto taken prifoners,. 
three thoufand. The fame officer, in another letter to Count HamiU 
tort, a general in the Swedifli fervice, fays, that when the firft line 
was forced back, and the fecond advanced to fupport it, they fired 
upon them, and killed a great number, which brought the whole 
into the utmofl: confufion; the confequence of which was, they fell 
upon their own baggage, plundered it, and got fo drunk with brandy 
they found there, that they could no longer be brought to obey, or 
evenhear their officers; and had the enemy advanced at that time^. 
they would have been all cut to pieces. 

After 

* See note C* 
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After the battle the RuiHans marched on the heights between 
Camin and Vietz in a very advantageous pofition ; both armies were 
formed in battle on the tvirenty-fixth^ however nothing happened, ex- 
cept a heavy cannonade, which being far off, had little or no f^ffcA. 
On the twenty^feventh it changed its pofition, and camped further 
back, beyond thefe two villages, and the Pruffians followed them 
about three miles. The king intended attacking fome redoubts which 
die Ruffians had raiied, in order to cover the road which Ifeads 
through the wood towards Landibcrg, on the Wartha, and advanced 
without any efcortc to reconnoitre them within gun-fhot of them; 
being obferved, they fired a great nymber of fhot from cannons and 

howitzers, which endangered his perfbn. So he retired in hafte; but 

• 

as it was neceflary to obfcrve nearly the motions of the cnemy^ he 
ordered prince Maurice of Anhalt Deflau, with anavantgarde of forty 
fquadrons of dragoons, two regiments of hufTars, and feven batallions, 
to camp out of the reach of the cannon^, while the army remained at 
TamfeL 

At length on the thirty-firft of Auguft the Ruffians quitted their 
camp behind Gros Camin, and marched by Blomberg, through the 
woods and village of Maffin to Landiberg. The Pruffians advanced to 
Blomberg the firft of September, about four miles^ oflF TamfeL On 
the fecond the king with part of his army returned towards Saxony, 
where the fituation of prince Henry was critical, on the point of being 
attacked by the Imperial army under Marihal Daun, and that of the 
empire under the prince of Deuxponts. What remained of the Pruffian 
army was much weaker than that of the Ruffians, which had been 
joined here by Count Romanzow's divifion, and the corps which ge- 
neral Rifanow had in Pomerania, near Stolpe^ Though the Ruffian 
army was by thefe reinforcements as ftrong as ever, yet it undertook 
nothing at all. The Pruffians van was camped within four miles of 
Landibcrg, which the Ruffiaxxs attempted to bring to a(5tion by fur- 

prife. 
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prife, but In vain ; the Pruffian general always found means to baffle 
their attempts. On the twenty-firft of September the Ruffians left 
Landfbergy and marched into Pomerania^ leaving a ftrong garrifon at 
Landfberg. General Woberfnow was fent to attack that poft, which 
the Ruffians avoided by leaving the town, and paffing over the 
Wartha into Poland. The Pruffian van under general Manteufel fol- 
lowed the enemy's main army, whicJi encamped by Stargard, the 
Pruffians at Pyritz. The Ruffian general Pulmbach, with a conff- 
derable corps, was fent to befiege Colberg, a fmall place not ftrong, 
and a iea-port in the Baltic, which would have been of the utmoft 
advantage to the Ruffians could they have taken it ; who having a 
fieet might have formed magazines there, and co-operated with their 
army on land, and even have been enabled to place a great part of their 
army in winter quarters in Pomerania, where are many towns fur- 
rounded with walls in the old fafhion, which by making a good ditch 
pallifaded, and railing a few redoubts before the gates, might be ren- 
dered capable of a good defence, at leaff; until their forces Could be 
coUedted, and brought to fuccour the place attacked. In fhort, with 
very little pains and induftry fuch towns, even when they have no 
walls, may be rendered inattackable to any corps unprovided with 
cannon. There is no paffing a good foff^e pallifaded without cannon, 
if men will defend themfelves. For thefe reafons this ffege was de- 
termined on ; accordingly General Pulmbach approached the place 
oaobcr. on the third of Odlober, and in a few days raifed feveral batteries, 
chiefly of mortars and howitzers, which fired continually until the 
thirty-firfl: of the fame month, when the Ruffians retired, not having 
been able to make a breach • Major Heyde, who commanded in the 
place a fmall but vigorous garrifon, acquired immortal honour by 
his very brave and flciiful condudt in the defence of this place ; his 
lofs killed and wounded did not exceed five or fix men. 

During the fiege the Ruffian army remained at Stargard, till the 
eighteenth, when they marched to Dramburg, where they remained 
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till the third of November. The Ruffians had occupied GreifFen- November, 
berg. Count Dohna ordered General Flatten, with a detachment of 
huflars and a regiment of dragoons to attack it ; upon his approach 
the Ruffians retired, but the Pruffians came up with them not far 
off and intirely defeated them; colonel Cubendorf and captain 
Lochftedt, diftinguifhed themfelves very much on this occafion. 
This event though in itfelf of fmall confequence contributed to raifc 
the fiege of Colberg ; as it opened a communication with that city. 
After this ad:ion General Fermor recalled General Pulmbach and his 
corps, and on the third of November returned by Templeberg into 
Poland; General Ohlitz who commanded the Ruffians at Driefen, 
after he had ruined all the works old and new, abandoned that place^ 
and retired alfo into Poland, where the Ruffians took up their winter 
quarters partly on the Viftula, and partly in the kingdom of Pruffia. 
The head quarters, heavy artillery, &c. were fixed at Maricnwerden, fo 
the Ruffians with a mighty army concluded this campaign, without 
executing any one thing worthy to be tranfmitted to pofterity ; they 
wanted neither force nor valour, why then, will it be afked, did they 
nothing ? the reafons are obvious, and will (hew, why, during the 
war in which they gained fome very important vi<9:ories, they never 
executed any folid enterprize. 

In the preceding volume we have faid, that the final fuccefs of Jl ^ 
war muft chiefly depend on the length and nature of the line of 
operation ; if this is well chofen and direded to fome capital objeft, 
fuccefs will in general attend it ; but if ill chofen, victory itfelf will 
lead to nothing. 

The line on which the Ruffians adled has its fource, and origin 
like all others, at the capital, unlefs the fovereign commands iir 
perfon ; from thence generally ftores of different kinds are brought, as 
well as the orders by which the operations of the army are regulated ; 
for fovereigns, and their minifters, are too jealous of their power to 
confide.it entirely to the General, tiowever neceflary; the circum- 
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ftanccs in war are traniitory and almoft inftantaneous^ a General /hould 
therefore be invefted with every power, that he may avail himfclf of 
them, but that is not the cafe, and therefore we muft confider the court 
as the firft point of the line of operations ; the fecond is, that where 
your depots are lodged ; and the third, finally that point or place you 
intend attacking. It is evident, fird, that you cannot reckon on any 
fubfiftence, which may be coUedled between thefe two lafl points, 
becaufc the enemy will, or ought to employ every means to carry it 
ofF, or deftroy it, which is eafily done if he can take the field before 
you, and that your line is long, which of courfe makes your marches 
flow and tardy, and the more fo, if his places of arms enable him 
to. canton a great number of troops in a fmall circumference efpeci- 
ally, and your cantonments are extenfive; but ihould the enemy 
leave the country unmoleded, the whole refources you can draw from 
it, will be only green forage, fome cattle, ficc. until Auguft, when 
you may get corn, and moreover horfes to fbpply the wants of the 
army, tranfport provifions, &c. but this fuppofes the mod exadt 
difcipline, and no lefs exadt probity, in paying abundantly for whatever 
the peasants furnifh, which circumflance is too much negledted in 
all armies, and much retards their operations, and very often forces 
them to quit the field without even attempting any thing. The 
Ruffian army fo far from endeavouring to preferve a country, on the 
contrary fccm to make it their only ftudyhow to deftroy it, which 
they do fo efFcdually, that wherever they can penetrate, they leave 
it a perfcdt defert, their fteps are marked with blood and defolation« 
Hence it is that they cannot a<ft for any time on a given line, or 
remain on any one (pot for a fortnight; when they advance a hun- 
dred miles from their depots, the tranfports become fo difficult, 
particularly when Autumn is fet in, and no intermediate depots are 
formed by what they might coUedt in the country as they advanced, 
they are of courfe obliged to return home, and always by a different 

xoadj from that by which they advanced* 
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It is a certain rule, from which a General ought never to 
4epart, to (bortcn continually as he advances his line of opera^ 
tion, by forming new depots behind him on that very liney and 
DO where clfc, other wife he cannot move at all, for if he do 
form fuch depots, if they are not placed on his line, the enemy 
will dcftroy them, and put an end to his operations. When the line 
of operation is determined, (and it always is, or may be fo,) why are 
depots formed any where elfe ? why difpcrfed all round the country, 
as if intended to be given up to the enemy ? unlefs to enable the com- 
miffary and contradlors to make up a good account. The Auftrians 
always loft many of their great depots. In every campaign Prince 
Ferdinand loft more than he ought to have done, which not only 
wafted immenfe fums, but what is more eflential, retarded the opera- 
tions of the army, and very often defeated fome well laid projed:, or 
enabled the enemy to execute what otherwife he would not have 
attempted. Time is every thing in war, and nothing makes you lofe 
it fo much as delays, in receiving the neceflary fupplies ; the reader 
will forgive this digreffion on account of its very great importance* 
Secondly, the extreme length of the Ruffian line, makes it impoffible 
for them to carry with them artillery, ftores, and provifions for an 
army deftined to execute a capital enterprife, which reduces all their 
operations to meer excurfions, and they are ftopped by the moft incon- 
fiderable fortrefs : every attempt they made mifcarried in Turkey, 
excepting Bender, an old infignificant place, defended without know- 
ledge, and without valour. Chotzim, Ibrahilou, and Georgewa, were 
attempted, but in vain ; the Ruffians were repulfed with great lofs by 
the Turks, and afterwards abandoned them for want of heavy artil* 
lery, ftores, and provifions ; they like the Tartars are forced to ftop, 
change their route, or recur to violent and dcfperate means in at- 
tempting places ; without any breach or force to make any, they 
attempt to ftorm walled towns ; to facilitate which they begin witli 
putting them on fire if they can, which fome times fuccceds; when 
Vol. II. N they 
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they meet men void of honour, ignorant, or timorous, but nine timer 
out often they fail, which exafperates them, and renders them more 
cruel and unmerciful towards thofc unhappy people who fall into their 
|iands. The Ruilianarmy has many of thecufloms and manners of 
the Tartars without their velocity; they are maflive like the Europeans, 
but much flower, and undoubtedly lefs fcientific. Though I muft 
confefs that the men are excellent, and among the generals there are 
many who would do honour to any army in Europe, Marfhal Ro- 
manzow is a marf of great merit, and among his many good qualities 
as a general, he (Indies and knows the genius and charafter of his ene* 
my. Prince Repnin will acquire honour if ever he commands an 
army ; fo will Kamenflcoi and Soworow, and many more I could men-* 
tion, for the rcafons above {lated«. 

It is I think impofTible for a Ruilian army, or indeed any army, to 
aft effcdually on a line of fuch length. And we fee in fad that during 
this whole war every campaign was begun and ended as the preceding 
one had done. They marched from the Viftula to Franckfurt on the 
Oder, and returned from the Oder to the Viftula, without performing 
any thing, though in the year fifty-nine they had gained two great 
battles in a few days. 

They and their confederates committed a moft capital fault in the 
choice of their line of operations. The king of Pruffia had wifely 
abandoned Pomerania, which he could not defend againft an enemy 
who was fo near that province, and of courfe had fo much more faci- 
lity in attacking it, than the king in defending it ; this he did with a 
view to concenter his forces, that he might occafionally and fuc- 
ceflively employ the fame troops againft different enemies, as they ap- 
proached, and by this means, be in fome meafure on a par with them, 
or at leaft fufficicntly ftrong to ftop their progrefs. The Ruffians by 
coming to Franckfurt perfedly anfwered his purpofe, for he was thereby 
enabled to employ the very fame troops, in Moravia, on the Oder, and in 

Saxony^ 
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Saxony* It is wc think owing to this circumftancc principally, 
aided by his powerful genius and aftivity, that he did not (ink under. 
the weight. of fuch power as was brought againft him. Though the 
event of fevcry campaign proved to a demonftration the infufficicncy of 
the plan of operation, yet did the confederates perfevcre in it to the 
laft, by which the king of Pruflia extricated himfelf with great glory 
from the greatcft danger that ever threatened any fovereign. This pcr- 
feverance in a fyftem which every campaign (hewed to be ill formed 
and falfe, is the more furprifing, when we can make it appear, that 
they might have chofen another line of operation, not only free from 
all the difficulties they met with, but on which they would have found 
every facility poflible; and moreover, by its diredion would have 
forced the enemy to divide and feparate his forces in fuch a manner^ 
that he muft have abandoned in a great meafure the defence of one or 
other of his provinces. When I coniider the King of Pniffia's domi- 
nions, and obferve the figure of them, I find that the Oder is the great 
objeft he muft ever have in view. He has many ftrong places on it, 
though there is none in the center about Franckfurt, which I think a 
great fault, becaufe was there a capital fortrefs in that part, his domi<> 
nions on that fide would be invulnerable; but even as things now are» 
no enemy can fix himfelf there, though he gained twenty battles. He 
cannot feparate his army there, and had the Ruffians taken Cuflrin, 
they muft have abandoned it, or loft their garrifon, had they left one 
there, for this reafon — the. king can from Silefia, Brandenburg, and 
Pomerania, bring one hundred thoufand men to Franckfurt in a fort* 
alight, even in winter; the proximity of his ftrong places, and the 
number of good towns, enable him to quarter many troops in a fmall 
extent of country. For thefe reafons the Ruffians and Auftrians in 
tile year fixty, far from being able to keep Berlin, were extremely 
happy after two days ftay, to get away, the . one to Poland, and the 
other to Saxony, though undoubtedly they had together near fifty 
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thoufand men. Thi$ muft always be the cafe if you attack ati 
enemy in the center of his dominions; whence it follows^ that 
you muft begin at one or other of the extreme provinces. In the 
cafe before us every attempt from Lufatia or Silefia failed, and 
always will; wherefore the Ruffians (hould have advanced from 
the Viftula along the fea coaft to Colberg, and having taken it^ 
which was a work of fifteen days^ made a place of arms of it, and 
a general depot, which they could fupply from Poland by land^ 
and from Ruffia by water. This operation being finiflied, they 
ihould have proceeded to the Oder, and pofleflcd all the country 
on the right of that from Landfbcrg on the Wartha to the fea, where 
half their army, and even all, being fupplied from Poland directly 
behind, and Colberg, might have taken their winter quarters* 
The next campaign fupported by their fieet, in conjunction with 
the Swedes, or alone, they might have taken Stettin, and the war 
was at an end, for Pomerania loft, and Brandenburg open, the 
king could not pretend to defend Silefia, with a Ruffian army im-» 
mediately at his back, and in pofTeffion of his capital, which in 
fuch a fuppoiition they might have taken and kept. The Lower 
Oder, I mean from Franckfurt to the fea, is the weak part of the 
Pruffian dominions; happily for his majefty fuch another confede* 
racy may probably, never happen again. The Ruffians alone can 
never hurt him, and particularly now. The king of Pruffia is 
raifing a conliderable fortrefs near Graudentz, on the right of the 
Viftula, which commands it. 

Though we highly approve the abandoning Pruffia for the 
reafons above alleged, yet we can by no means think it was ne- 
ceflary to have alfo abandoned all the country between the Viftula 
and the Oder. Poland is an open aiid fruitful country, without 
^ny fortrefs at all, excepting Kaminieck in Podolia, about fix milea 
from Chotzim on the Dneiftcr, and confequently in all thai trad 
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trough which the Ruffian line went, they could net form any 
magazines, excepting behind the Viflula; confequently, anybody 
of troops, lightly equipped, might, and always may, fecure the 
provifions between thofe two rivers and the Wartha, &c. If 
Count Dohna, with twenty thoufand foot, and ten thoufand horfe, 
conCiding of dragoons and huifars^ had in the end of April, or be- 
ginning of May, advanced to the Viftula, and iecured every thing 
behind him, which undoubtedly he might have done, the Ruffians 
would have found it difficult to pafs the Viftula, and much more 
fo to advance towards Franckfurt ; they could not leave Count 
Dohna behind them, if he polled himfelf, when pudied, in or 
near the road which leads to Pofen ; becaufe^ finding the country 
befure them entirely naked^ and their line attacked by Count 
Dobna^ they muft have turned towards him and followed him^ 
which would have been fo much time loft for them, and in the 
end would have anfwered no purpofe, for the fame difficulties 
would have always recurred, and at length forced them to retire to 
the Viflula. The dircdion of the Pruifian frontief* an this, is exad- 
ly on the flank of the march from the Viftuta to Pofen, and there- 
fore Count Dohna, by placing himfelf on that frontier^ would be 
continually on their communications, which mod certainly would 
have forced them' to change the diredion of their march, and pre« 
vented their approaching' the Oder; which proves alfo that the 
choice was bad, and that no other line here, or any where elfe, can 
be good, unlefs its diredlion be in front, and fo that the enemy 
has no province, on the left or right, becaufc in fuch cafe, by 
deftroying thb provinces before you, and adting on your communis 
nations, particularly if long, he will mod certainly baffle all your 
attempts. In Poland I am perfuaded that an army of thirty or 
thirty-five thoufand men, compofed as we have mentioned, and 
pofleiTed of fuperior velocity, will aA fuccefsfully againil three 
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times the number, compofed as the Ruflian army is« The one 
will find every thing on the fpot; a heavy army nothing any where. 
Velocity is every thing in war, particularly if the country be open 
and fruitful like Poland. Such an army as we fuppofe with two 
hundred carpenters, and ropes to make rafts, would ruin any Eu- 
ropean army in a month. The Tartars have overcome and con- 
quered a great part of the world by their velocity alone, whereas 
our European armies have not in two centuries conquered any one 
province of confiderable extent, becaufe they are too heavy. 

The laft thing I have to obferve is, that the Fruflians in their 
operations againil the Ruflians, have been too fond of fighting. 

When you a£l oflfenfively you muft fight, and force thofc who 
oppofe your march to give way, that you may proceed on your 
journey; but when on the defenfive never run the hr^zard of a bat- 
tie, becaufe if the enemy adts on a long line, you may undoubted- 
ly, by placing yourfelf on his flanks, force him to retire. The 
Pruflians got the battle of ZorndorfF; in »ten days after, the Ruflians 
were as flrong as ever, and thefiifl I am fure did not exceed twenty 
thoufand men. Yet could the latter undertake nothing ; they even 
failed before Colberg; Why ? becaufe they had no provifions, and 
were forced to return to the Viftula before the bad weather fet in. 
The following campaign the Ruflians gained two great battles on 
the banks of the Oder, affi (led in the laft by the Auftrians under 
general Laudohn, from which neither they nor the Rufli-ins reaped 
any advantage; and having jufl pafled the Oder, made a tour 
through Lufatia and Silefia into Poland, and haying ruined the 
poor people, concluded this campaign ; which proves that it was 
wrong to fight them. Thefe examples confirm ourdoftrine on the 
fubjedt wc have treated in the firft volume, viz. that when you 
are on the defenfive you muft never oppofe the enemy in front, 
jinlcfs (which fomctimes may happen) you can take a capital pofition 
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acfofs his line of operations, which he can neither attack in 
front, nor by any motions on your flanks, force you to abandon, 
which was the cafe with the Emperor in the laft (hort war in 
Bohemia. 



Of the Operations of' the Army of the Empire commanded by 

the Prince of Dewcponts. 

At the end of the preceding campaign this army took up its 
winter quarters in the circle of Franconia. The head quarters were 
at Nurenbcrg, but in the beginning of April they were tranisferred April, 
to Bamberg, and part of the troops encamped near Bayreuth ; the 
cavaky however for the mod part lay in the neighbouring villages. 
In the mean lime the Pruffians appeared on the frontiers of Fran- 
conia; and Colonel Meyer, fupportcd by general Grabow^ advanced 
as far as HofF, which the enemy abandoned; however, the 
Pruflians overtook fome of them, and took fbme prifoners, and a 
confiderable maga2ine, and afterwards retired to Rcichenbach. 
Some time afterwards the fame officer marched as far as Kahla, to 
dcftroy fome arms which were making there for the army of the 
empire, which he fortunately accompliflied, and retired without • 
Iqfs to Reichenbach, proteded in his retreat by feveral detach- 
ments, fent to occupy different pofts by general Grabow. It is 
furprifing that any general (hould difperfe his magazines in fuch a 
manner, that any adventurer may take them away. 

During this time the army of the empire remained in its camp 
between Cronach and Culmbacktill the. fifteenth of May, when it May. 
marched towards Bohemii^ by Wcydenberg, Wunfiedl, Artzbcrg, 
and Schirnding; and on the nineteenth encamped near Egra in 
JBohemia; prince Stolbcrg and general Lufinfki advanced towards 
Afch and Adorft, in order to cover the march of the army. They 
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had left a corps confiding of fome few batallions and fquadrons 
under general Bofenfeld at Bayreutb, and a good garrifon in Culm- 
bach and Cronach^ to oppofe the incurfions of the Pruflian light 
troops, for they expefted no other ; in which they were deceived : 
For prince Henry, who had colle^^ed the greateft part of his army 
at Zwickau, refolved to make an expedition into Franconia to de- 
flroy the enemy's magazines and raife contributions. For this 
purpofe, being informed that the enemy^s main army had entered 
Bohemia, he left a body of troops in the mountains to cover 
Drefden and that part of Saxony; and on the twentieth of May 
advanced from Zwickau, and on the twenty*third encamped at 
Taltiz, a village near j^lfnitz on the Elder, between Plauen and 
Hoff. The van of this army confiding of four or five thoufand men, 
and commanded by Lieutenant General Driefen advanced towards 
Bamberg, where they arrived the thirty-fird, and took the place 
by capitulation ; and having raifed very confiderable contributions, 
and dedroyed feveral fmall magazines, this corps retired, and on the 
fourteenth of June, joined the main army which was advanced as fkr 
as HofF, which they quitted the day following and marched to 
^Ifnitz, and from thence to Zfchoppau. 

The Pruffians fpeak of this notable expedition in more lofty terms, 
than Xenophon of the retreat of the ten thoufand, and even publiflicd 
the plans of the different camps occupied by prince Henry, though 
in fadt it was an infignificant enterprize, in an open country totally 
defencelefs, excepting Bamberg, which is furrounded by an old wall, 
in many places broke down, which however the imperialids defended 
fo well, as to obtain leave to depart where they pleafed. 

While the Pruffians made this incurfion into Franconia, the 
imperial army remained in the camp near Egra, till the twenty-third 
of May, when it came to Saaz where it was joined by a drong corps 
of Audrians, confiding of three regiments of horfe, one of dragoons, 
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a regiment of foot, and a batallion of Wurtzburg, and fome time 
after was alfo joined by the Auflrian$, who had been with the French 
the preceding campaign, and the reft of the imperial troops left in 
the circle of Franconia, who aflembled at Wurtzburg, and from 
thence were conduced by General Dombafh to the army. Many 
fkirmifhes as ufual happened on the frontier, between the detach* 
ments of the refpedlve armies, and as ufual without any real advan-- 
tage to either ; the Pruflians fay that a corps of the Imperialifts 
entered into Saxony, with a view to furprife Drefden and Pirna, 
which failed. The Auftrians fay nothing about it, and as nothing 
really happened, nor even was there a man killed, the whole ftory^ 
ieems a mere invention. 

At length the imperial army left Saaz the twenty-fifth of July, J^r* 
and marched in four columns to a camp between Brix and Bilin, 
General Dombafli with his corps, confifting of the Auftrians who 
had been with the French laft campaign, and what remained of the 
troops of the empire at Wurtzburg, advanced into Saxony, along 
the frontiers of Bohemia as far as Schleitz. On the twenty-eighth^ 
the imperial army marched to Toplitz. 

The Pruflians on thefe motions of the Imperialifts approached the 

£lbe, and a confiderable corps took poft at Dippoldifwalda, which 

xnade it neceflary for General Haddich to advance to Schonwald, a 

village in the mountains on the left of the great road which leads 

from Auftig to Drefden, and General Mitroufki to Altcnberg, who 

in going to reconnoitre was made prifoncr by a party of huflars. 

There was a confiderable fkirmifli pafled at the defile called Pafberg, 

A?vhich the army were obliged to abandon for a time, but had no 

other elFed 5 for being reinforced they advanced in their turn, and 

clrove the Pruffians back with very confiderable lofs ; General Dom- 

t>afh made excurfons to Halle in Saxony, and railed contributions : he 

"took poft at Zwickau in the beginning of Auguft. The twentieth 
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of this month. Prince Henry quitted the camps he occupied by 
Dippoldifwalda and Freiberg, and marched to Gro« Seidlitz, by 
which means the two places above mentioned were abandoned. 
General Haddich marched by Giefhubel to the heights of Pirna, and 
. y^ ordered General Dombafti to take poffeflion of Dippoldifwalda and 
Freiberg, abandoned by the Pruffians and with his corps advanced to 
Fraucnftein, on the twenty- fcventh of Auguft the army of the Em- 
pire camped alfo by Pirna, the head quarters at Struppen. 

The Pruffian army marched from the Kohlberg towards Drefden, 
and fortified itfclf : the two armies were extremely near, fo that the 
Prince of Deuxponts could not well undertake the fiege.of Sonnen- 
ftein, he therefore ordered • feveral batteries to be raifed on fome 
heights from whence he could fire on the enemy's camp j this and 
the approach of the Auftrian army under Marfhal Daun to the Elbe, 
forced Prince Henry to abandon his camp, which he accordingly did, 
and on the firfl pf September occupied one between Maxen and 
Gamig, where he propofed remaining until the arrival of a con- 
fiderable reinforcement, which the king was bringing from the 
Oder, after the battle of ZorndorfF. 

This retreat enabled the Imperialifts to befiege Sonnenftein, 
which capitulated in three days ; the attack was conducted by 
General Macguire, the garrifon commanded by colonel Grape, 

confiding of one thoufand, four hundred and forty-two men were 
made prifoners of War, twenty-nine brafs and fome iron cannon 
were found in the place : as the operations of this army are here- 
after connedcd with that under Marflial Daun, we muft refume 
our account of the movements of this latter. 

After the final retreat of the Pruffians into Silefia, Marflial 
Daun having provided for the defence of Moravia and Bohemia, 
on the tenth of Auguft, broke up his camp at Hertzmanitz and 
marched by Horfitz, Gitfchin, and Turnau to Reichenberg^ 
where he arrived the fifteenth. 

The 
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The court of Vienna had rcfolved to drive if poffiblc, the enemy 
out of Saxony, and at the fame to enter Upper Silefia and befiegc 
Ncifs, for which cnterprife General Harfch was making the ne- 
ceffary preparations, and Marfhal Daun was ordered to march 
through Lufatia towards Drefden, and in conjundion with the 
army of the Empire to attack that place. 

Accordingly on the fixteenth, the Auftrian army decamped 
from Reichenberg, and marched in fix columns to Ullenfdorf, in 
Lower Lufatia; the fcventeenth to Zittau, the nineteenth to 
Schona, and the twentieth to Gorlitz, on the little river Neifs; 
the day following General Laudohn with a ftrong corps, was 
detached to take Pcitz in Upper Lufatia, and extend his contri- 
butions as far as he could in the Pruflian territory; this he 
cfFeAed on the twenty-fifth, when the commander furrendered 
the place, but had leave to retire; a great quantity of ammunition 
and forage was found in it, the Auflrians raifed every where great 
contributions. 

Marfhal Daun remained at Gorlitz, till the twenty-fcventh of 
Auguft, having a few days before detached the Prince of Baden, 
with a very flrong corps to Schonberg, from whence he could 
obferve the enemy in that part of Silefia, and cover Bohemia and 
Lufatia. 

On the twenty-fixth, the main army decamped from Gorlitz, 
and marched by Reichenbach, WeifTenberg, Bautzen, Marien- 
Stein, Konigfbruck, and on the firfl of September, encamped 
between Nicder-Eberfbach, and the village of Beerwalde, where 
the army remained till the fourth, in order to know the refult of 
a conference which General Lacy had with the prince of Deux- 
ponts on the other fide the Elbe ; on his return the army marched 
the fourth in three columns to Radeberg, and the fifth to Stolpc. 
General Lacy for fear of being cut off from the army by a flrong 

O 2 PrufTiaa- 
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Pruflian corps which advanced from Sagan te wards Lower Lufatia, 
recalled his detachment and abandoned Peitz, and marched to 
Hoyerfwerda. The Prince of Baden Durlach who had been all 
this time at Schonberg, on the approach of the Pruflians retired, 
and marched to Lobau, not far from Hochkirken, This was the 
poiition of the Auflrians and Imperialifts in the beginning of Sep- 
tember ; the latter were about Pirna, the M arfhal Daun at Stolpe, 
Laudohn at Hoyerfwerda, and the prince of Baden at Lobaa ; we 
have been thus particular, that the reader may fee how and where, 
the new fcene we are going to defcribe opened \ we muft now 
return to the king of PrufHa: This monarch had ordered Markgrave 
Charles with about ten thoufand men, to march from Silefia to 
Saxony, by Priebus, Spremberg and Senfenberg, while he. himfclf 
with a confiderable part of the army which had foughjt the 
Ruffians, directed his march thither alfo, and both joined on the 
ninth of September at Grofenhayn, as alfo part of prince Henry's 
vmy. 

The Auflrian army in conjudlion with that of the Empire, rein- 
£3rced by fome more Auflrians under General Serbelloni, had 
planned the attacking of Drefden \ the firft was to pafs the Elbe 
above that town, fo as to prevent prince Henry's approaching it, 
and both armies were to attack on diifer-ent (ides. This plan was 
to have been executed on the eleventh, which the arrival of the 
I^ing prevented, who on the thirteenth encamped at Scbonfeld, 
over againft the Auflrians at Stolpe, upon which Marfhal Daun 
recalled prince Baden's corps, which encamped at Wilten in 
Lufatia % <i few days after he was ordered to Putzl, and General 
Vehla to Bautzen. The Pruflians wanted to drive the Auflrians 
out of their ftrong hold, thefe on the contrary took every meafure 
to flay there^ aad prepare for a vigorous refiflance if they were 

attacked* 
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On the thirt6enth general Ret^ow^ with t ftrong corps^ took 
pod at Badenberg^ where general Laudc^n, with twelve thoufand 
fOMtip was advantageoufly pofted on the hillst which however on 
the approach of the enemy he quitted^ and occupied fome other 
heights near Arnfdorf^ 

Colonel Riefe vras poftcd at Wciflen Hirfch; attacked by a con* 
fiderablc body of Pruffians, he fell back in good order towards 
general Emcrick Efterhazi^ who with his hufiars covered his re- 
treat to Ditterfbach^ near the left of the army. Upon this all the 
Prufiian army on the right of the Elbe advanced on the fourteenth 
to EfchdoriFand Schulwitz^ on which Reife retired to Porfchen- 
dorf» and Laudohn to Arnfdorf. The king refolved to attack 
general Laudohn^ and ei^ther force him back on the army at 
Stolpe^ or rather as it would feem from the diipofition^ to cut 
him off entirely; accordingly on the fifteenth Major general Prince 
of Bevern> with a detachment, was to march that night, fo as to 
come in the morning on Laudohn's right flank 1 General Retzow 
marched to Wolm£dorff, very near general Laudohn; and the king 
himfelf, with ifeveral batalliona and fquadrons, marched dire(flly 
towards Fifchback, a village behind Laudohn, between him and 
the main army at Stolpe* On feeing this difpofition Laudohn 
retired towards Stolpe, fo that Rctzow's van only was engaged^ 
which, according to^ the Prufiian account, killed above fijc hundred 
men,^ and made three hundred and twenty prifoners. Retzow's 
corps encamped on the ground Laudohn had quitted. The 
Auftrian account does not di^r from this. General Laudohn re* 
tired towards Diirre Fuchs, and from thence to Bifchoffswerda, 
being reinforced to fixteen thoufand men, and Count Collorcdo oc- 
cupied the heights of Diirre Fuchs before the army, with fcveral 
batallions. 

The king being always determined to drive Laudohn back,, and 
if poiUble bring the Marfhal to a general action, ordered General 

Retzow 
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Retzow to advance to BifchofFswerda, while his majefty marched 
to Radeberg. But Laudohn, though attacked by three different 
corpSy made his retreat good to Nieder Putzka, where Marflial 
Daun had poded the Marquis d'Ainfe with a flrong corps to fup« 
port him in cafe he was puflied ; both a<fted upon this occafion 
with much prudence : D'Ainfe advanced, Laudohn inftantly fent 
the greateft part of his corps to meet him, and fecured the com- 
munications between them, and then followed with the reft with- 
out any lofs. We mention this mancsuvre only to (hew how a 
man mud ad: in (imilar circumflances. After this tranfadtion the 
king advanced to BifchofFswerda, from whence he fent a confider- 
able detachment to Bautzen, which they took pofieflion of the 

thirtieth of September, making there fome few prifoners. By this 

• 

means the Auftrians were cut off from. Lufktia and Silefia, 

Though the two armies were very near, the king ^id not think it 
advifable to attack Marihal Daun in his ilrong pofition. This 
General recalled five batallions, and Portugal's regiment of horfe, 
from the Imperial army, the fecond of Odlober, and fent Prince 
Baden Durlach towards Lobau, to fecure the march he had pro- 
jeifted through the mountains to Lufatia, that he might regain 
what he had lofl, and once more oppofein front the enemy's march 

to Silefia. 

* 

Accordingly the fifth of Odober, at twelve o'clock, part of the 
left wing flruck their tents and marched; and at night the whole 
army formed in two columns followed, and marched by the Ot- 
tendorf foreft, Putzka and Neiikirken, to Cruffa, where it arrived 
the fixth. On the feventh the army refumed its march to Kottlitz. 
To cover this very difficult march, the rear, confifting ofLaudohn's 
corps, Colloredo's, thereferve, andfeveral batallions of grenadiers, 
that is half the army, was conducted by the duke of Aremberg, 
with great fkill and prudence, and one ikirmifh only happened. 
Of which the Auilrians fay — 

That 
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* 

That the fixth^ in the morningt a Pruffian detachment, con<> 
iifting of feveral batallions and two regiments of dragoons, at- 
tempted to trouble the march, but they were inflantly driven back 
by Arberg's regiment of foot, commanded by Colonel Count 
Merode; the hufTars took three cannon, and about one hundred 
prifoners; a Pruflian batallion was totally deftroyed ; our lofs in 
all amounts to three hundred men. The Pruflians fay nothing of 
this affair. 

On the eighth the Pruflian army marched to Bs^utzen, and on 
the ninth to Radewitz, and encamped oppofice the Auftrians, with 
the right at Hochkirken, and the left at Guditz or Graditz, and-' 
General Retzow took poft at Weiflcnberg, on the other fide the 
fmall river Lobauer Waflar. On the eleventh Marflial Keith, with 
a convoy from Drcfden, arrived in the camp. 

Upon the arrival of the Pruflians Marfhal Daun made fome new 
difpofitions in his camp; General Laudohn was ordered to take poft 
on the enemy's right flank, the infantry at Wuifchke, and the 
cavalry at Rackel; Count Emerick Efterhazi, with fome infantry, 
lay at Noftitz; General Ziflcowitz, with five batallions of grenadiers 
on the hill Stromberg, and Colonel Count Browne, with four batal- 
lions, at Clofl'en, by which the right of the army was covered, as 
the left was by Laudohn*s corps^ 

The Pruflians account of this battle runs thus : 

The corps under the king left Blumberg the third of September, 
and on the ninth of the fame month joined the army which the 
Markgrave Charles brought from Silefia, at GroflTcnhayn near 
Drcfden ; the tenth we marched between Moritzberg and Drefden, 
and encamped near Schonfeld. The enemy was at Stolpe, and 
General Laudohn at Fifchbach, before his front; from whence he 
was driven by General Retzow, who made about three hundred pri- 
fpners. General Retzow camped at Fifchbach, and our army 

marched 
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marched by its left to Ramenau, which motion obliged the Prince 
of Baden to march towards Bautzen; two days afterwards we drove 
General Laudohn from Bifchoffswerda, where we encamped. 
Marfhal Daun found it advifable to march by hie right to Witten ; 
General Retzow had already taken pofTeffion of Bautzen, where we 
alfo marched, and General Retzow took pofl at Weiflenberg. The 
Prince of Baden flood at Arenfdor^F, acrofs the road which goes by 
Reichenbach and Gorlitz intoSilefia, andMarflial Daun was on the 
heights near Kettlitz. The king's army advanced to Hochkirken, 
from whence the Auftrians were drivent and encamped on this 
heights, with his right beyond that village^ and the left towards 
Groditz. In the night between the thirteenth and fourteenth, 
Marfhal Daun attacked our right wing, and as the night was dark 
and foggy, the Pandours having drove the light troops pofled at the 
end of our right flank, got into the village, and fet it on fire, 
which obliged the infantry which covered our flank, to quit their 
pofl, and abandon the village. The Auflrians attempted feveral 
times to pafs through the village, but were repulfed by our cavalry 
and infantry ; at the fame time General Retzow was attacked by the 
Prince of Baden, whom he repulfed, took nine hundred prifoners, 
and joined the army, whofe left wing was likewife attacked, it 
was ordered to fupport the right wing, which was done, and there 
remained behind only a grenadier batallion (Kleift), which having 
advanced too far was made prifoner. The pofl of Hochkirken was 
defended from half an hour pad four in the morning till ten, when 
the army received orders to retire. General Retzow joined it, and 
occupied the villages of Beerlitz and Doberfchutz. We have loft 
Marfhal Keith and Prince Francis of Brunfwick, whofe death we 
greatly lamentJ Field Marfhal Prince Maufice was wounded and 
taken prifonen Generals Geifl and Krockow were wounded. The 

king 



^ing aftcl mofl of the Generals received contufions^ or had their 
horfes killed under them ; our lofs amounts to about three thoufand 
men ; the highf prevented our men on the right from taking 
-down their tents, and fo they were loft; we have taken five 
hundred ptifoners, among whom is General Vietelefchi, 

The Auflrians account is as follows. 

« • 

The king of Pruffia marched from Bautsren the tenth, and 
encamped with his right on the heights of Hochkirchen, and his 
left at'Kottiz; he took this pofition to fecure the corps pofted at 
Wciflenberg, confiding of eight thoufand men, which we propofed 
attacking the eleventh^ and cut off from the king, had he remained 
4Lt Bautzen, and hinder him from going by Gorlite to Silefia. 
This obliged Marfhal Daun to plaee five batallions on the hiR 
Stromberg, which lies fome hundred yards before the right wingV 
icind four batallions in the village Clofien, by which means, tht 
"way to Gorlit^ was (hut, fo that the king could not march that 
Toad, without attacking and beating our army« Thefe meafures 
were the more neceiTary, as on the arrival of the king, the corps 
at Weiffenberg advanced, with a view to occupy Stromberg, but 
perceiving we had taken poft there, it returned to Weiflenbcrg. 
On the eleventh, Mar(hal Daun reconnoitred the enemy's pofition, 
and found, that if he could drive them from Hochkirchen, u 
certain and compleat victory would follow* As the king had 
raifed feveral works on the hcightB of Hochkirchen and placed thei^ 
^ great number of cannon, it was determined to make a corps 
march through the woods, which fhould come on the enemy'-s 
flank and rear, while another attacked him in front. Though the 
ftrong camp occupied by the Marfhal made us eafy as to the event, 
if WB were attacked in iu he refolved to attack the enemy^ who 
little expected it| and to add to his fecurity, abbatis were mad6, 
and works raifed in the wood. The thirteenth was fixed upon for 
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the attack; as the neceflary preparations could not be made in time^ 
it was poftponed to the day following. The difpofition to be ob* 
fcrved in the different attacks, was given to the general officers in 
writing; the artillery proceeded through the woods, and at four in 
the morning was within mufquet (hot of the enemy. A little be- 
fore day the van of the columns, and the troops under General 
Laudohn, who came behind the enemy's camp, were maflers of 
the village of Hochkirchen, and the enemy's works, and at break 
of day our infantry was formed in his camp. 

Immediately after the Duke of Arembcrg attacked the enemy's- 
Jeft, and took the redoubts which protedlcd it, aod notwithftand- 
ing the enemy made amofl vigorous refiflance on every fide, he was 
forced to give way to the fuperior valour of our infantry* He was 
driven out of Hochkirchen, and purfued by our vanguard, which^ 
contrary to orders, advanced too far; the enemy had time to rally, 
and in his turn attacked the vanaad corps of grenadiers^ which he 
drove back with great flaughter, and retook part of the village 
Hochkirchen, after he had been repulied three times.^ As the final 
fuccefs depended on having this village, the Marfhal ordered feveo; 
regiments of infantry,^ and fixteen fquadrons of carabineers and 
horfe grenadiers to advance and fupport them, which they did 
bravely I an Italian regiment fuffered extremely ^ Bathianis took, 
three hundred prifoners. During the attack of Hochkirchen the. 
reft of our left wing was engaged with, the right of the enemy, but 
could not advance with iafcty until we were mailers of Hochkir- 
chen. At length the bravery of our troops,, after an obilinate re- 
iiftance, forced the enemy to abandon this important poA, who 
retired under a continual fire of his artillery. Marfhal Keith and 
Prince Francis of Brunfwick were killed in this adion, the 
former commanded the light wing, and was buried with all the 
honours of war» 
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While ihis paflcd in and about Hochkirchen, the cavalry of the 
left under Count O'Donnel, was beat back, on which the MarOial 
ordered Count Lacy with five companies of horfe grenadiers and 
carabineers, to attack theenen^y's infantry, which advanced againft 
our left; this they did cffedually, and re-eftabliflied the affair, 
which in fadt decided the viiStory. This is my opinion, and there- 
fore Count Lacy deferves the greateft praife ; it was a critical mo- 
ment, of which he availed himfelf with ikill and valour. The 
Marflial's chief attention very properly was, to keep the line in 
good order as it advanced on the right. General Buccow (who 
commanded the cavalry) and the Duke of Aremberg, notwith- 
{landing the obftacles they met with, from the ground and from 
the obflinate refiftance of the enemy, at length made their way, and 
obliged him to retire* Prince Lowcnftcin, with a fmall corps, 
was ordered to attack that of Retzow at Wciffenberg, to prevent 
his going toailifl: the king. This general, with part of his men, 
went thither, but was prevented by two regiments of horfe, which 
attacked the head of his column. The enemy being driven back 
on all fides, retired on fome hills behind him; about nine o'clock 
the battle was over, and the enemy retired into the plain near Pred- 
litz, followed by Gen. Laudohn with three regiments of dragoons : 
we have taken above one hundred pieces of cannon, with the 
camp and baggage of the enemy. The Auftrians loft in this battle 
ibmething more than one thoufand men killed, and four thoufand 
wounded. The Pruflians loft, killed, wounded, taken, and de- 
icrted, about fevcn thoufand men, of this however I am not ccr- 
■ tain ; . never having fcen an cxaft lift of their lofs. 

Though the Auftrian army was far fuperior in numbers to that 
of the enemy, in the action however they were nearly on a par, 
for excepting a few batallions fent to fupport the Duke of Arem- 
hcr^9 the Prince af Baden's corps did not come into adion, nor 
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any of the troops placed in the center, between the Mariharg- 
attack and that of the Duke of Aremberg; nor the corps on the 
left under General O'Donnel, which confifled of forty iqnadrons, 
and all Laudohn's corps then under O'Donnel's orders; Prince 
Lowenflein did what he was ordered to do,, but he could not 
hinder Rctzow from joining the king's left wing; fo that in faft: 
Marihal Daunts, and the Duke of Arcmbcrg's corps or divifions 
only,., were truly engaged, and the weight of the whole a<Sion fell* 
pn them alone. As I was prefent at this very important battle, 
and very often fince on the ground, I think it will be agreable to 
the reader to give my account of it and opinion,, which will enable 
him to form a more exadt judgment than from what thefe two ac« 
counts can afford. All accounts of battles, from malice or igno- 
rance, are generally imperfe<3;^ and very often falfe. Moreover, 
Ho plan, though ever fo well executed, can give an adequate idea 
of a ^eld of battle;, to remedy this, engineers will put every thing 
into them which makes them perfe<9:ly unintelligible, by the con— 
fufion and proximity of places and things. The only mode to 
purfue is, to leave out every thing that is not connected with the- 
operations of the troops, and to give an exadt defcription of the 
ground; both together will enable the reader to form a competent' 
judgment of the different manoeuvres executed in a battle. 

The camp occupied by the Auflrians was flrong in all its parts, 
and moreover, by the oblique dircdlion of the line, ftill ftronger, . 
the left being clofe to the wood occupied by Laudohn's corps^. 
could not be attacked; neither could the right, or center, without 
prefenting the flank to the left, and to Laudohn's corps; and be- 
fides, the Auflrians could in a very fhort time pafs the Lobauer 
Waflcr, and place themfelves where Durlach's corps was, acrofs 
the road which leads towards Silefia, and always arrive before the 
king at Neifs, which was then the only objedt he could have in view. 

The 
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Vhe Httls on the left- all covered with a veiy tlaick vtoQA, fiiiU 
gradually to a narrow valley, through which runs a rivulet; this, 
according to the cuftom of tiUs country, is flopped by Damms, 
in order to form fi(h ponds; on the other fide, th& ground lifes to 
Hochkirchen, and from thence falls by an eafy decTLTitjr £ar xfanot 
tkree intlesjatoa plain, beyond which runs the Spree, and an the 
other fide are fome heights. On the ridge of tlie heights hyrFinch-* 
kircben was pofted the right of the Praffian army, where it made 
an angle with the center, which went in a right line to Radewlts, 
where the left made an angle, and ran near Kolitz, fo that dbe Ikie 
icprcfented the letter Z in this manner _/~. The ground before 
and behind: the Pruffians had po woods or trees at all, but manj^ 
bufhea and fmall inequalities and ravins, which might check a line 
of cavalry, but not flop it, particularly if it advanced by fquadr<jnft 
and fmall troops, and fupported as^in .tjiis qafc by infantry utidec 
General Lauddhn ; by. what we have faid, .^fjod a view of the plan,, 
it appears tiiat the flrength of the Pruffians lay in^thepoftof Hoclv^ 
kirchen and the neighbouring heights; this jbeing lofl, all vv^Sr' 
lofl« It vms alfo the only point which the Auftrlans could* attack,, 
for the center and left ran away in an oblique direditon, andxauld not 
be approached without expofing the flank to the enemy's right, and 
as he then flood, the right wing of the Auflrians might have J^cea 
taken in flank and rear by the enemy's corps at WeifTcnbcrg. ,If 
to this we add, that the right was cfFedlually covered by the rivulet 
and fifli ponds, that it could not be approached but by paffing the 
Damms in columns, within two hundred yards of the qamp, and 
forming the lines under the fire of the infantry^ and a great many 
cannons, which every one knows is impoflible, the cannon alone 
would have prevented any one's pafling the Damm; in which cafe 
General O'Donncl and Laudohn's. corps could not advance, particu-- 
^. larly the cavalry ; the fuccefs of this attack (fuppofing every body 

did 
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did his duty) depended on the mod improbable circumftance in 
the world ; namely, that the Prufiians who knew it was impof- 
fible to approach their right, but by pafiing thefe Damms about 
two hundred yards off; did not in the nighty (by day, it was 
unnecefiary) place a corporal with ten men on each Damm^ and 
a detachment of huiTars, and parties of infantry beyond their 
right, towards Mefchowitz and Soritz, merely to give notice of 
the enemy's approach ; the cannon dire&ed towards the Damm, 
)y4C^ld have forced the columns back in an inftant into the wood, 
and no battle would have enfued. This obvious precaution how«» 
ever was fo totally negledted, that the officers who conduced the 
columns, crept before to difcover where the centinelsof the camp 
(for there were no out pofts,) were, and brought the columns 
into the enemy's tents unpcrceived, nor was there a gun fired, 
till long after the Auftrians were in poiTeflion of that part of the 
camp« From this fadl I would infer one maxim, viz. that what- 
ever is poffible, a general fliould think probable, and take his 
meafures accordingly, that like old women he may not fay ; who 
would have thought it? Marflial Daun reafoned juftly; <* If 
•• I furprife the enemy, the difpofition I have made will infurc 
*' me a compleat and decifive vidtory ; if I find him on his guard, 
** I will not attempt any thing, and the few which may have 
*^ pafTed the Damms, and General O'Donnel, may retire before it is 
'* quite day/' When you look at the plan, and confider the 
pofition of both armies during the whole action, when the Pruf- 
iians to fupport Hochkirchen formed their line acrofs their camp, 
one is inclined to afk why O'Donnel's corps did not turn their right 
flank and rear-? Why all thefc troops placed between the Marfhal's 
attack, and the duke of Aremberg's, did not attack his left flank? 
This would have put an end to the battle in five minutes. Why 
finally, the corps under the duke was not fupported by all that 

under 
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under the prince of Baden ? which would have enabled the former 
to take the grand battery before the enenay's left in half an 
hours why the duke of Aremberg did not advance to Badewitz, 
after he had taken the battery ? which was the more cafy, as the 
Pruffians had very few troops on their left ; the whole line having 
marched to the right, to fupport Hochkirchen, by this means 
the enemy would have been intirely furrounded, and muft have 
periflied, which (hews the goodnefs of Marfhal Danny's plan, had 
it been tollerably executed; but alas, he and the Duke of Arem* 
berg only fought; the corps under O'Donnel, that between the 
left and the right, and finally that which remained under the 
Prince of Baden> did not; though they confifted of at leaft half 
the army; this corps loft fixteen killed^ and fifty wounded; that 
under Laudc^n fixty«fix killea, and about two hundred wounded. 
The cavalry under O^^Donnel loft nothing that is mentioned; the 
whole cavalry loft about one hundred killed, and three hundred 
wounded, which proves they did not come to adion. Thofe on 
the right had not an opportunity, thofe on the left on receiving a 
few fcattered (hots from fome men hid behind the bu(hes, retired, 
and never advanced afterwards* Laudohn'a cofps occupied fome 
heights behind the enemy, from whence they could fire a few can- 
non {hot, but never engaged, as the reader may obferve by the 
plan. They who know this general, will not fufped: him of 
being backward in fighting. No man fees and feizes a favourable 
moment better than he does, or executes with more vigour. He 
has the eye of an eagle, the heart of a lion, the meeknefs and in*^ 
nocence of a lamb; but great and capital faults were com^ 
mitted undoubtedly, which prevented the total ruin of the Prufiian 
army. L 

If we confider the ftate of the Prufiian army thus feparated, and 
furrounded by fuperior forces, it will appear incredible they 

could 
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could make any refiilance at all. They did however refift, and li 
a manner that rendered the vidtory for £ve hours doubtfuL 
In my opinion this battle does the king, his generals^ and 
his army niore honour than any viftory he ever gained. In 
liis retreat he was not purfued, but followed at a diftance by Ge- 
neral Laudohn^ who now and then fired a ihot after him« 
-General Retzow behaved with great prudence on this occafion. 
He took poft near an old Swedifli redoubt, whccc the king's army 
affembled, and for about an hour was in great confuiion, like a fwarm 
of bees abput a hive : about eleven o'clock this batallion began to 
unfold : a line of cavalry was formed on the left fronting the hills, 
where Laudohn ilood; another of infantry behind this, and a 
third of what remained of their equipage and artillery. This being* 
done, they marched off in as good order as if nothing had happened, 
paflcd the Spree, and pofted themfelves on the height beyond it. 
This crowned the Pruffians with glory ; I do not remember to have 
read, or lieard of any thing like it, nor do I ever cxped: to fee fuch 
•another tran{k£tion. Thus ended this celebrated furprize and battle 
«which fidtowed ^ the wifdom of Marffaal Daun is no lefs confpicaouty 
ifaan the extraordinary vigour and prefence of mind of die king, and 
im c&Qcn^ courage was great and equal in both, nothing inoj%, 
^could be required or expected from a Roman foldier. 

The king's army confifted of ten or eleven thousand n\cn he brought 
"with him from Count Dohna's army ; as many under the Markgrare 
CharloB from Sileiia, and ten thoufand under prince Francis of 
JBrunfwick, of which he had left fome batallions and fquadrons, 
with Jhis brotha: in Saxony, Co that at Hoohkirchen it did not amount 
to tbirly thou&nd men, whereas that <s£ the Auftrisuas, was as leaft 
£fty tbouiand, font not the half wxs bmoght into adion, ib thtt 
iipon the whole, thofe who really fought on each fide, were nearly 
lequal ia aumhors. Ou» tcannot help lasnmtiQg rthc propenfi ty the 
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Icing has for fighting when by no means necefTary, as in this cafe^ 
by fkilful manoeuvres he had opened his road to Bautzen and Silefia^ 
where his-prcfcncc was ncceffary to raife the fiegc of Neifs. Why 
not go thither? or if he chofe to keep the Auftrians fome time 
longer in Lufatia, to hinder their returning to Drefden, why not 
march from Bautzen to WeifTenberg^ and fend Retzow to Reich* 
. eabachy on the road to Gorlitz, and camp with his right at ' 
Wciflenberg, and his left on the heights^ where the Prince of 
Baden was pofted ? which would have much embarraiTed Marfhal 
Daun, and might have offered a more favourable opportunity to 
attack him, which in no cafe was neceffary. By marching to 
Hochkirchen he was under the neceflity of beating the Marfhal^ or 
falling back^ to refume anoth<!r road to Silefia. All this was done, 
becaufe his majefly loves fighting; he will never comprehend that 
being on the defenfive a general fhould never light, if he can avoid 
jt» Had he beat Marfhal Daua he could derive no other advan* 
ttge, l>ut raife the fiege of Neifs» which he could accomplifb 
without fighting, which appears from this» that though he loft 
the battale at Hochkirchen, he went into Sileiia, and forced Ge- 
neral Harfch to raife the fiegc and retire. A general fhould fcarce 
ever fight when on the defenfive, but to prefcrve fome important 
place, and hinder the enemy from taking winter quarters in hi» 
country, or force him to abandon it, if he is in pofTeflion, whicb 
was the cafe intone* thoufand feven hundred and fifty-feven at LifTa j 
and even here if the Auflrians had not lofl their heads, a viftory 
would have availed the king nothings They had Breflaw and 
Schwcidnitz, who could drive them from thence in the winter, 
had they chofc to reoiain there ? Nobody* Let us return to our 
narration. 

After the battle Marffial Daun having left a brigade on the 
field to bury the dead, and take care of the wounded, returned with 
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his army to Kitlitz, where he remained till the fcvcntccnth^ 
whence he advanced to Belgern, and camped over againft the ene- 
my; by this unmeaning and falfe flep he left the road to Silefia 
open, as the reader may fee by the plan. Of which the king 
availed himfelf, for having been reinforced by about fix thoufand 
men brought him by Prince Henry from Saxony, and furniflicd 
with tents and artillery, (lores, &c. on the twenty-fourth, he 
broke up his caoip* and taking a little to the left to avoid any oh- 
fiacles, marched the whole night; and on the twenty*fifth encamped 
at Ullerfdorf, on the way between Mufcha and Gorlitz, and on 
the twenty-fixth arrived at Gorlitz. On the twenty-fifih in the 
morning, Laudohn's corps, and in the evening the corps de referve, 
ivere fent by Reichenbach towards Gorlitz, and the whole army 
followed the next day. The van of the two armies met uncxpedlcdly, 
a fharp fkirmilh enfued, in which the Auftrians had the advantage 
at firft, but that of the enemy being fupportcd by all their cavalry, 
they re,tired, but with fome lofs, towards the Landfcron, (a high 
mountain, which rifes like a fugar loaf, abo^it which the armies 
often encamped during this war;) and on the twenty-eighth the 
Pruflians paflcd the Neifs, and marched towards Lauban ; and on the 
thirtieth encamped at Litchtenau, on this fide Lauban. Marfhal 
Daun, finding it now impoflible to hinder the enemy's going to 
Silefia, fent General Wied with nine batallions, ten companies 
of grenadiers, and four regiments of cavalry, through Bohemia, 
to reinforce the army which was then befieging Neifs. This was 
an idle fcheme, for undoubtedly they would arrive too late ; and 
ihould they arrive, it was by no means advifable for the Auftrians 
to wait the coming of the king, whofe army was fuperior to theirs ; 
Laudohn's corps perfued the enemy's rear guard, and of courfe at- 
tacked it whenever an opportunity oflFcred, in which feveral actions, 
it is faid, the king loft, killed, and wounded, two or three hun- 
dred 
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drcd men, which if true, is nothing to the purpofc, for the Pruflians 

prpfecuted their march, and on the thirty- firft came to Lowen- 

berg; the third of November to Schwcidnitz, and the fixth to November.. 

Noffen, beyond Munftcrbcrg. Laudohn followed the enemy as 

far as Javcr, and camped at Ldhn, not far from Lowenberg ; and- 

General O'Kelly, who followed him, took port at Lauban^ 

Marfhal Daun refolvcd to return to Saxony, and attempt the taking 

of Drefden, where we (hall follow him* In the mean time we will 

take a view of what pafTed in Bohemia and Moravia, after Marfhal 

Daun and the king had left that country. 

General Harfch was ordered to prepare what was neceflary to 
bcfiege Neifs, which was then left to its garrifon alone, for 
General Fouquet pofted at Landfhut, had enough to do to reftrain 
the Auilrians, and prevent thenoi from entering Sileiia on. that 
fide. Accordingly the Marquis de Ville, with a confiderable corps 
advanced towards Neifs in Auguft^he endeavoured to block up 
the place^ and raifed contributions,. This General attempted 
to furprize Brieg and Schwcidnitz, in which he failed and re« 
turned to Neifs. In Oiftober General Harfch, with a confiderablc 
corps arrived in camp, and took the command of the whole ; the 
greateft part of O&ober, the Auftrians were employed in pre- 
paring fafcines, and other materials for the fiegc,. which however 
they deferred till they received the news of the vidlory at Hoch- 
kirchen, which they imagined would prevent the king from coming 
to interrupt their operations ; accordingly they camped near the 
town, and indeed fo near, that the artillery of the place obliged them 
to fall back one thoufand. paces ;, on the twenty-fixth,. they raifed 
two batteries, and a mortar bed,, from which they played againft 
the town, and the lluice to cut off. the water, in that however 
they did not fucceed. The (lege was continued in the ufual 
manner till the fourth of November, when on rcceiviag intelli- 
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gencc of the king's approach, they raifed the fiegc and retired 
partly into Moravia, and partly into Bohemia; Kofel which 
had been blocked up by fome Croats, for near four months, was 
alfo on the king's arrival abandoned. Thus ended the ficge of 
Ncifs, which no doubt might have been taken, had Mar(hal 
Daun after the king's retreat out of Bohemia, turned his thoughts 
that way, inilead of loiing his time idly and unprofitably during 
the whole months of Auguft and September, in Lufatia and 
Saxony ; moreover by transferring the feat of war into Upper 
Silefia, the Auftrians fo near their depots at Olmutz, would 
have been enabled to aft with vigour and without danger; the 
country about Neifs, Glatz, &c. is extremely ftrong, an army of 
forty thoufand men might on every fpot find a camp, which the king 
could not by any attack in front, force them from, nor could 
any diverfion made in Bohemia or Moravia from Glatz, interrupt 
them a moment, twenty thoufand men placed on that frontier, 
would have been fufficient to cover the country effedutlly ; ano- 
ther advantage would from this meafare have occurred, that the 
king could not arrive from the Oder to Neifs in the fame length 
of time, as from thence to the Elbe and Drefden, fo. that the 
Auftrians would have had more than fufficient time to take the 
place. In all this war, an infatuation to take Drefden prevailed 
in the courts of France and Vienna, to which Marfhal *Daun in 
fpite of his better judgment, was forced to give way, and facri- 
fice the interefts of the ilate to a groundlefs and chimerical 
opinion ; by endeavouring to reconcile as much as podible the 
intereft of his fovereign, with the orders he received to attack 
Drefden^ he undertook two operations at once, viz. the iiege pf 
Neifs, and the delivery of Saxony, and of courfe failed in both, 
whereas had he carried his whole force againft one or other point, 

he would have fucceeded. 

But 
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But to refume our narration. Marshal Daun having left 
Generals Laudohn and O'Kelly to follow the king^ returned 
to refume his enterprise againfl: Drefden; on the fixth of 
November, he pailed the Elbe at Pima vrith fixty thouiand 
men, and fummoned that town which he expe(5t:ed would fur* 
render on his appearance. Prince Henry finding it impofliblo 
to maintain his communication with Leipfwic, had palled the 
Elbe and left General Schmettau with twelve thoufand men to defend 
Drefden, a city of confiderable extent but ill fortified. The 
Auftrian General on the feventh (the very day the king had 
raiied the fiege of Neifs) approached fo near to Drefden, as to 
leave no room to doubt of his intentions of attacking it, he 
hoped, perhaps to carry it by a coup de main under cover of the 
fuburbs; the houies of which (particularly from the Pirna 
gate to that of Wildfruf) are fo high as to overlook the ram- 
parts, and are clofe to the edge of the ditch; this circumftance 
compelled the Governor in conunon prudence, to provide for 
the fafety of the fortrefs, and garrifon intruded to him, by dc^ 
priving the enemy of fo commodious an approach to his walls; 
this could only be done by burning the fuburbs, a necefiaiy 
meafure in his circumflances, but a mofl difagreeable and invidious 
one; he endeavoured therefore by repeated reprefentations, both 
to the court of Drefden and the Marfhal, to avoid coming to 
that extremity; but finding no difpofition in Daun to attend to 
any thing, he or the Saxon minifler could fay to him on the 
fubje^t, and that on the contrary his out poils were driven in, 
and the redoubts that covered the fuburbs, attacked and car- 
ried by the Auflrians, whofe batteries began to annoy the town^ 
and who threatened every hour to carry the fuburbs, and through 
them the fortrefs itfelf by afiault, he at . length executed what he 
had long threatenedj and fet fire to the combuftibles which had 

already 
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already been prepared, and placed in feveral of the hou(es for 
that melancholy occafion; this however was not done till the 
very laft extremity, (as by the written certificates of the magif- 
trates and other authentic papers fufficiently appears)* nay fo 
loth was count Schmettau to employ this dreadful expedient, 
that he perhaps rifked the event more than in ftrid: prudence he 
ought to have done, the enemy having penetrated, in the attack 
of the redoubts (though afterwards obliged to retire) fo far, as 
to have left an Auflrian foldier killed on the very draw bridge of 
the Pima gate. 

It was at three in the morning of the tenth, the fignal was 
given for firing the fuburbs; the fix batallions who occupied 
them and the redoubts, retired into the town by the three gates; 
which were immediately barricaded, and after fix o'clock not a 
fingle Prufiian appeared in the fuburbs, notwithftanding all that 
has been publifhed to the contrary. 

After the burning of the fuburbs the AuArians remained quiet. 
Itzepplitz*s corps was ftrongly pofted clofe to Drefdcn, and colonel 
Wunfch, with fome batallions, was on the heights of Weiflcn- 
hirfch where C^Donnel (hould have been, if they propofed doing any 
thing on that fide the Elbe. 

In this fiate things remained till the fixteenth, when Marfhal 
Daun broke up his camp, and retired to Pirna, and from thence by 
Giefinibel into Bohemia. 

Much was wrote on the fubjedl of burning the fuburbs of Drefden, 
which did not defervea moment's attention; but men, when unfuc- 
cefsful in their meafures, will complain of every thing. Near three 

ft 

hundred houfes were burnt or damaged. 

While this was doing in Saxony, the king, whofe arrival -at Noflen 
had raifed the fiege of Neifs, and obliged the Auftrians to retire as 
we have ikcn$ on hearing that Marihal Daun was before Drefden^ 

quitted. 
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quitted his camp on the ninth of November^ and taking his march 
towards Saxony^ on the fifteenth arrived at Lichtena, near Lauban^ 
and the eighteenth at Bautzen, which obliged Mar(hal Daun to 
quit Saxony, and abandon Pirna and Sonnenilein» which put an end 
to the campaign. 

Generals Laudohn and O'Kelly who were in Lufatia, on the 
approach of the king, retired to Zittau, and from thence into 
Bohemia; on the twenty-firft of November, the king and his 
army arrived at Drefden, and foon after put his troops into winter 
quarters, having finifhed a very fatiguing but a glorious campaign ; 
his numerous enemies had gained no advantage over him, whereas 
he had regained the very important fortrefs of Schweidnitz. We 
muft return to the ^Imperial army and follow it to its quarters^ 
and conclude our account of the campaign^ with fome reflexions 
on the whole. 

As the operations of the Swedes were not of any great impor* 
tance in themfelves, and totally unconnected with thofe of the 
Auftrians and Imperialifts ; we (hall at the end of this volume, 
put altogether their operations during the feveral campaigns. 

After the furrender of Pirna, the army of the empire was pre- September- 
paring in conjuClion with Marshal Daun to beliege Drefden ; as 
this event was prevented by the king's arrival^ this army remained 
near Pirna, and Prince Henry's, which had been reinforced by 
fome troops fent him by the king, at Gamig near Dohna. The 
Imperial army which drew its fubfiflence from Voigtland, 
was foon flreightened, the convoys being intercepted by parties 
fent from Gamig, quitted the camp near Pirna, after Marshal 
Daun had left Stoipe, and gone from the Elbe, and on the 
fourteenth of OAober marched to Giefliubcl, and General Haddick 
with a confiderable corps, was pofted at Freiberg and occupied 
Zwickau and Chemnitz, to fecure the arrival of the tranfports ; 
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General Haddick was attacked in his poft by General Hulfen, wha 
xnarc)ied from Dippoldifwalda thither with a flrong corps^ and 
forced him to retire; this lad encamped on the heights about tho 
place. 

Soon after this aifair a coniiderable change was made in both 
armies, occafioned by the battle of Hochkirchen ; on the 
eighteenth Prince Henry with feveral regiments, left Gamig, and 
marched by Drefden, to join the king at Doberfchau, near Bautzen^ 
at the fame time General Dombafch, with two regiments of foot^ 
and one of horfe, was recalled from the Imperial army to that of 
Mar(hal Daun. General Itzenplitz took the command of the 
Pruflian army after Prince Henry had quitted it. General Hulfeti 
having abandoned Freiberg, the Imperialifts took poft there again. 
Both armies continued in the fame poiition the remaining part of 
Odober; the weaknefs of the Pruflian army, and the diftance of 
the king, brought as we have feen Marfhal Daun back to Drefden 
Nov^mben in the beginning of November. The army of the empire was^ 

ordered to advance farther into Saxony, and if poflible to take 
Torgau, Wittenberg, and Leipfwic ; accordingly the Imperialifta 
quitted Giefliubel the third of November, and on the fixth arrived 
at Freiberg; this movement, and the approach of Mar/hal Daun,. 
determined General Itzenplitz to quit Gamig, and march to 
KeiTelfdorf. The Imperialifts remained at Freiberg till the 
twelfth. In the mean time General Haddick was fent to attack 
Torgau, where he was met by General Wedel, on which he re* 
tired to Eilenburg, where the Pruffians, under Count Dohna, who^ 
was come from Pomerania, followed him, and forced him, with 
feme lofs, to retire to Freiberg. On the twelfth the Imperial 
army had advanced towards Leipfwic ^ but on Haddick's retreat they 
retired alfo towards Zwickau, when the difpodtions for winter 

quarters 
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quarters were made; and on the twenty-fourth the army feparated 
and marched towards thofe afligned them in Franconia, 

Having occaQonally as circumftances offered, given my opinions 
on the occurrences of this campaign, it remains for me to conclude 
my account of it by one refledtion only, and this arifes from ob- 
ierving the nature and direction of the line of communication be- 
tween Silefia and Saxony; this goes from Drefden by Bautzen, 
Gorlitz, and Lauban, intoSilefia, and is of a curvilinear diredion. 
It is evident that the Auflrians can take no polition on this line or 
beyond it, fo as to prevent effedually the Pruflians from going 
from the one into the other; for if they are on the line the Pruilians 
may leave them there, and pafs beyond their right or left as they 
may be pofted : and if to prevent this they advance a confiderable 
way beyond it, then the Pruflians may march along this line be- 
hind them, or by ading on their line of operations intercept their 
convoys, or even enter Bohemia and deftroy their magazines, and 
thus force them back. Jt was owing to this circun^ance that the 
king was enabled to fupport both countries during the whole war, 
by marching from the one to^the other as occalion required, and 
alfo when neceiTary into Brandenburg; for it is impoflible to take any 
pofition in Lufatia, which will entirely prevent him. But Marfhal 
Daun inftead of going to Stolpe, fhould have marched to Hoyerf- 
werda, this would have obliged the two corps which came from 
Silcfia to join the king to have marched higher up, as far as Cotbus 
at leaft, and they and the king muft have gone down to Torgau if 
he wanted to pafs the Elbe; if not, the Marfhal might always. have 
fallen back to Bautzen, and by fkllful manoeuvres gained time 
enough to have enabled General Harfch to take Neifs, which 
was then the only objeft in view. I know very well the Marfhal 
could not abfolutely hinder the king from marching into Sileiia ; 
but he might by thefe movements have gained time, which was 
Vol. II. R ^ycry 
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every thing J or by forcing him to pafs the Bober atSagau/or 
lower down» he might have marched himfelf by the road the king 
a<flual]y took, which is by much the (borter; and confequently 
the Marlhal would have been at Noflen before him« A few days 
provisions would have been fufficient. 

Upon the whole it appears, that the Auftrians cannot abfolutely 
hinder a Pruflian army from marching from Silefia into Saxony at 
all, or from this lafl into the former, unlefs it is on the left fide of the 
Elbe; then I think they may, particularly if they are mafters of Dref- 

* 

den. The great fault of the Auftrians during the whole war was this, 
they had not, it fhould fcem, any fixed plan of operations ; they 
wandered from one place to another, waiting events, and when 
thefe turned out even more favourable than could reafonably have 
been expeded, they were at a lofs how to avail themfelves of them, 
and in fuch a fituation that they reaped no advantage from them; 
new fchemes, new proje<fts were made and none executed; fuch 
a vague and undetermined mode of making war, renders it ever- 
lafting, and finally it ends in doing nothing at alL 

In war all the data are clearly ^given and known, the refpedive 
forces are eafily calculated, from whence a propable opinion may 
be formed, and fome certain objeft fixed and determined on, 
which mufl be invariably purfued without any the leafl deviation ; 
in'thc cafe we have before us, the Auftrians fliould have faid — The 
enemy muft employ a certain number of men in Saxony, and an 
army againft the Rufiians on the lower Oder, thefe whether 
they gain or lofe a battle, cannot remain long in that country. 
Our forces are entire and in great numbers, we have a powerful 
army, what fhall we undertake? what can we execute? let us 
do that without lofs of time, for the enemy will be foon back. 
We mud not, cannot expedt any decifive event from the Rufiians; 
they come from far, and cannot execute any folid enterprize ; they 

make 
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make a powerful but not a durable diverfion in our favor, that 
is all they can doi let us avail ourfelves of it, be prepared for 
any event and lofe not a moment in executing what has or ought 
to have been determined on before the campaign : this the Auf-* 
trians neglected doing, which might have been fatal to them, 
had not the prefent Emprefs of Ruffia mounted the throne, and 
recommended peace. 
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THE plan of operations for this campaign, was txz€t\y fimilar 
to that of the laft ; the Ru£Eians with a powerful army^ 
were to advance towards Franckfurt on the Oder, where they 
were to be reinforced by a corps of fifteen or twenty thoufand 
Auftrians ; what they were to do afterwards, I do not know, nor 
do I believe it was fettled. They were in all probability to be 
guided by events ; the Auftrian army was to cover Bohemia and 
Moravia, and wait till the approach of the Ruffians drew the 
enemy's attention that way, and gave by that means, the Auflriana 
fome favourable opportunity to a£t and execute fome folid ea* 
terprize. 

The army of the empire was to approach the Elbe, and attack 
Drefden. 

The Pruffian forces were poflcd chiefly in Silefia under the 
king, another army under prince Henry was in Saxony» to oppofe 
that of the empire ; a third finally in Pomerania, deflined to a& 
again {I the kuf!ians ; all thefe forces put together did not exceed 
one hundred thoufand men, viz. fixty thoufand in Silefia, twenty 
in Saxony, and as many in Pomerania ; whereas thofe of the 
Auftrians alone exceeded that number, thofe of the Ruflians, 
amounted to near eighty thoufand men, and the Imperial army 
with the Auflrians who were with it, to at leaft forty thoufand*. 

The king of Pruflia refolved to remain on the defenfive, until 
the approach of the enemy made it necefTary for him to z6i. 

• See Note D* 

As 
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As the Ruffians fird mounted the ftage^ and opened the fcent 
of action, the order of things requires we fhould begin our nar-» 
ration with them; we fhall therefore relate the march and 
operations of that army^ from the beginning* to the end of the 
campaign^ and add our refledtions on the principal events only^ 
and fuch as really contributed to the good or bad fuccefs of them, 
which with the map annexed, will, we truft, fuffice to give the 
reader a pretty clear idea of the condudt of the war. 

The Ruffian army confifled of twenty fquadrons cuiraffiers, at 
three hundred men each, fix thoufand ; fifteen fquadrons horfe 
grenadiers, at three hundred men each, four thoufand five hun« 
dred ; eight fquadrons horfe grenadiers, at one hundred and 
ninety-fix imen each, one thoufand, five hundred and fixty-eight j 
thirty^fix fquadrons huffars, at two hundred and twelve mcit 
each, feven thoufand, fix hundred and thirty-two; cavalry nineteen 
thoufand, feven hundred; cofiacks five thoufand: twenty-four 
thoufand, feven hundred ; — infantry feventy- fix batallions, atfevcA 
hundred and five each, fifty- three thoufand, five hundi-ed and 
fcighty ; in all, feventy-cight thoufand, two hundred and eighty 
men— with two hundred and thirty-two pieces of artillery : this 
army was divided as ufual into three divifions, the firfl was com- 
manded by Froloff Bagrey ; the fecond, by Lieutenant General 
Ranfanow ; the third, by Count Romanzow ; ^11 |hefe troops 
had been in quarters behind the Viflula, and extended,throughout the 
kingdom of Pruffia; the light troops even during the winter, often 
advanced to the frontiers of Pomerania, with a view to plunder, 
and rife contributions, in which they generally fucceedcd more 
or lefs, notwithflanding the vigilance of the Pruffians cantoned in 
r^nurr* ^^^ country, who were commanded by General SchlabendoxfF. 
In the end of February, General Flatten took the command, and 
had his head quarters at Stol^e; it was refolvcd by the king of 

PrufTia 
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Pruflia to fend a corps into Poland^ to deftroy the enemy's maga- 
zines, which lay fcattered over the country, before the front 
of the Ruffians, in fmall defencelefs towns and villages, guarded 
only by parties of twenty or thirty men, contrary to all rules of 
prudence, which require, that no depot whatever (hould be placed 
before the front, or in defencelefs towns; they mud always 
be behind the army, or on the flank, in towns, and well de« 
fended ; for an army cannot \\kc a traveller, find inns on the road, 
to refreih and nourifli it. 

To put this projeft in execution. Major General Woberfnow 
was ordered to aflemble a corps, near Grofs Glogiau n Silefia, 
which confided of fix batallions, and twenty^five fquadrons, and 
on the twenty*fourth, he marched towards Poland. In their way 
the Pruffians took prince Salkowflci in his palace, and carried him 
and his guard (about two hundred men) into Silefia, on pretence 
that he was connected with the Rufiians. From LifiTa in Poland 
the Pruffii^ns marched to Pofen, where they found a magazine, 
which they deftroyed ; at the fame time General Platten fent a 
detachment of cavalry under Colonel Platten, along the Wartha * 
towards Meferitz, where they deftroyed a confiderable magazine ; 
after which the Prufiians who began to want provifions, on the 
fourth of March quitted Poland, and having accompllfhed in a ^*^*- 
great meafure their objedt, returned to Silefia. 

The Ruffian account of this tranfadtion fays, that Colonel 
Dalcke who had been fent, with a detachment on the road towards 
Pofen was informed, the Pruffians had entered Poland in feveral 
columns, one under the king in perfon, another under Count 
Dohna, &c. and were advancing towards the Viftula, all which, 
however falfe, was believed, upon which Colonel Dalcke was 
reinforced, and ordered to follow and obferve the enemy in his 
retreat, but nothing happened worth mentioning. This alarm 
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obliged the Ruffians to take precautions^ in cafe the enenfiy did 
really approach the Viftula, and the better to observe the enemy, 
a confiderable corps under Kramachokovr who commanded the 
Co^Tacks, was fent towards New Stettin in Pomerania, where a very 
(harp encounter happened, in which captain Hohendorff, who 
had three hundred men infantry, and (bme cannon, and captain 
Wuflbw with one hundred dragoons, had the advantage, having 
forced the Ruffians to retire with lofs. WufTow was killed, and 
much regretted. The difpofition made by thefe two captains, 
would do honour to any general officers ; one does not find many 
fuch captains. I mention this affair, in itfelf of no great conic- 
quence» to (hew there are men of genius in the lower rank of 
officers^ whom a General (hould know, prote<ft and employ* 
Immediately after this ikirmifli, the Ruffian army was ordered 

April, to prepare for its march, about the fixteenth of April. Count 
Fermor who commanded it, paffi:d the viftula on the twentieth, 
aad took up his quarters at Munfterwalde, where the army affi:m« 

UtLj. bled, and on the fevcnth of May encamped by Swetz, and from 
thence advanced gradually towards Pofen, on which Count Dohna 
likewife aflembled his army near Landiberg in Brandenburg, and 
recalled all the detached corps, even that which lay at Stolpe to 
cover Pomerania; on which the Ruffian Coloael Tokells took 
poiTeffion of Stolpe, and the Ruffian light troops plundered without 
mercy every place they could get into, particularly in Pomerania, 
which was almofl defencelefs. 

The king refolved to oppofe the progrefs of the Ruffians in 
Poland, rather than permit them to advance unmolelled as laft 
year to the Oder ; for this purpofe General Hulfen, with a coo- 
fiderable corps was ordered from Saxony to go and join Count 
Dohna at Landfberg, whofe army confided of twenty-fix batal- 
lions, and fixty fquadrons, about twenty*five thoufand men in 
all 3 the Ruffians, according to their account, had at Pofen forty 

thoufand 
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tlioufand. On the t^nty-third of June the Prince left Landfberg, June, 
and inarched By.Schwerin (or Swierfzina,) Birnbaum (or Micnzy- 
chod,) &c. to Wroncki, where they camped the twenty-ninth; and 
on the firft of July refumed their march towards Poznan (or Pofen,) j jy, 
where the enemy lay ftrongly encamped with this town^ and the 
Wartha behind them. Being arrived at Rogozno^ General Woberf* 
I10W9 with five batallions and three regiments of cavalry^ marched 
on the fecond by Lwowek to Poznant with a view, to reconnoitre 
the enemy's pofition. General Panin had ordered Lwowek to be 
occupied by four regiments of foot, two of cavalry, and two thou- 
fand coiTacks, who on perceiving the Pruflians, inftantly retired to 
the army, which immediately run to arms, and remained perfedly 
quiet without firing a fhot, and gave General Woberfnow 
feveral hours to look about him; which having done, he retired to 
Muravanna Gotzlina, where the firft line of the army was arrived. 
The enemy's right being thought too ftrongly pofted to be attacked 
with advantage, the Prufiians pafifed the Wartha by Obernich, and 
camped by Objieczrze and Prezlavia, and give the following ac- 
count of their fubfequent movements : *' Being informed that the 
Rufilans were in motion, and were going to camp at Cafimierz. 
On the fifth of July, in the morning, we marched and arrived 
at this place before the enemy, which obliged him to ftop be- 
** tween Tarnowa and Jancovitz*, where we propofed marching the 
'* fame night, and attack him in the morning of the tenth; but 
'< he had moved off in the night, and marched to Wilczyno with 
'' a view to feize the heights on our right fiank> but we antici- 
^* pated him; and on the eleventh, in the morning, took pofiefiion 
" of them in prefence of the enemy, whofe front was covered by 
*• marflies, ravins, &c. The twelfth the enemy moved on his 
Vol, IL S '< kftt 

f Colonel TempcBior calif thii place Wienkowitza^ I imagine it mty be Woyaowicc* 
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** left, and endeavouring to come on our flank, ure made fronts 
*^ and wifhed to bring him to battle, but in vain. On the 
** thirteenth wc obferved fome movements on the enemy's right, 
•* his front however remained in its full length. Being informed 
*' that the enemy direfted his march towards Pniew, wc marched 
** in the night towards Neufladt, that he might not get a march 
'^ before us. Here provifions began to fail us, there was nothing 
*' to be found in the villages, not even a brick to build our ovens* 
*^ On the fourteenth we found the enemy camped between Pinne 
<' and Conin; we marched that day to Peter, and the fifteenth to 
" Meferitx." 

The Ruffians account of thefe operations fays, <' Brigadier Thraf«- 
" nachokow reported that fourteen regiments of Pruffians were in 
<< march fromSchwerintoBirnbaum; the twenty-fifth a ftrong corps 
'^ arrived at Franftadt. On the twenty-ninth the firft divifion of our 
*' army arrived in their camp, and on the fame day the new com* 
" mander in chief Count Soltikow. On the third of July General 
*• Woberfnow, with nine thoufand men, came to reconnoitre our 
** pofition. On the eighth of July the army having the heavy ar- 
'< tillery and baggage behind, marched in fix columns to Jankovitz ; 
*^ the Pruffian army was pofled between Morowinow andBabinkow, 
*' covered by marfhes and fifh-ponds : the ninth Count Totleben 
'^ pafled the Damms, and attacked a Pruflian pofl of two regiments of 
^* huflars with fuccefs, on which the Pruffians took arms, and not 
<* thinking themfelves fecure in this pofl marched by Kazimier^ to 
** the village Bittin, where they camped. On the eleventh our army . 
marched diredly towards the enemy's camp, which, on our ap* 
proach, they broke up, and haflened to occupy another veryflrong 
'* one between the villages Perfke and Senkowe ; we followed, and 
^* camped with our left at Bittin, and our right at Molodofko,. foar 
^* nules from Jankovitz* The Pruffians fired at our out poSts 1 but 
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^' our howitzers, which threw bombs, made them ceafe. On the 
'' twelfth we approached the enemy in order of battle, who was for« 
<* ined on the heights; and we cannonaded each other. The (Irong 
^' poiition the enemy occupied, prevented our attacking his line. 

^^ In the night between the thirteenth and fourteenth the enemy 
** marched to Pniew, where we inftantly followed him. We obfcrvcd 
«' by all his motions he was afraid of being cut off from Silefia ; 
^< wherefore we marched always on his left flank, by which means 
** wecame behind him. The iixteenth we marched from Sumerfchka 
^' to Borowki; the feventeenth to ^Ibonfchino; the nineteenth to 
'^ Babimoft; the twentieth to Kelfchen, and the twenty- fecond to 
<< Palzig : which brought on a battle the day following, between 
<< Zullichau and the village Kay/' During this time Colonel Hordt 
with a detachment of cavalry, made an expedition towards the 
Viftula behind the Ruffian army, and with great fuccefs, having 
deftroyed feveral magazines which contained above fixty thoufand 
bufliels of corn, of various fpecies, and made fome prifoners, 
which proves, that a corps of fome ftrength might have done fo 
much, as would have checked and perhaps (lopped the Ruflian army 
intirely ; at leaft we think that if the Pruflian General, inftead of 
oppofing them in front, (which at lafl brought on a general Adtion) 
had, with his whole army pofted himfelf on their left flank, and 
from thence fent a corps behind them, the Ruflians could not have 
proceeded and left him there; fo that by falling back gradually, as 
they advanced againft him he could have prevented their approach* 
ing the Oder at all. An enemy fo fuperior as the Ruflians were 
xnuft not be oppofed in front unlefs fome uncommonly ftrong camp 
cflfers, which he cannot by an attack in front, or manoeuvres on 
your flanks force you to abandon : we have often faid this ; but 
when the conduct of the general requires it, we mud repeat it, 

* Colonel TcnipelhoiF fays they weit that day lo Zbafzya. 

S 2 and 



132 History of the War 

and it cannot be too often repeated. It is the foundation, and 
principle of a dcfcnfivc war. 

• We have been very particular in our account of the manoeuvres' 
of the refpefliive armies ; becauft nothing is more entertaining thaa 
the motions of two armies in fight of each other, where the leaft 
overfight leads very often to fatal confequences, and where a few 
hundred yards gained or lofl decide the final event of the whole. 
What pafied on this occafion bears a flrong refemblance to the op- 
eration of the two armies commanded by thofe great Generals^ 
Turenne and Montecuculi. 

The Prufilans having fallen back to Zullichau, and encampedf 
behind it, on the twcnty-fecond at night Count Dohna received 
permifiion to retire being ill, and General Wedel came from the 
king's army in Silefia to take upon him the command of the army. 
The day following^ (the twenty-third of July,) was fought the battle 
which goes by the nanae of Paltzig, Zullichau, and Kay, which 
are near the ground on which it was fought. The account which 
Count Soltikow gives of it, is diftindt, and appears clear and exa£t. 
While he praifes his own people, he does the enemy that jufticc, 
ivhich their difpofitions and fingular bravery deferves. The Count 
fays 

^* Perceiving by the enemy's manoeuvres, and learning by deferter^^ 
which came in to us in great numbers, that far from meaning to cut 
us off from the Viftula, his chief view was to hinder us from 
cutting off his communication with Silefia; that he might be at 
liberty to join the king again ft Mar ihal Daun, or be foon reinforced 
and enabled to aft againfi: us. To increafe his fears on this headt 
we'always marched on his right flank, and at laft unobferved, we 
came before him. On the fixteenth we marched from the village 
Sumercha, to the Hill Bokrowka; the feventeenth to Ibonfchino; 
the eighteenth the army halted. On the nineteenth General Merd- 
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vinow reported he was arrived with his corps at Folitfche, twenty 
miles from Pofen ; the nineteenth we marched to Babimoft; the 
twentieth we marched four miles to Holzen. Here we had ac- 
counts from Count Tokeli that our light troops were advanced to- 
wards Zullichau. The twenty-firfl: we halted to wait for General 
Mcrdvinow, The enemy's cavalry attacked our piquets, who were 
forced to retire. One of their fquadrons being advanced too far, and 
feparated from the reft, was cut to pieces. The twenty-fecond wc 
reconnoitred the enemy's pofition, and our own army leaving the 
heavy baggage at Holzen, marched to the village Guelrig, or 
rather Paltzig. The twenty-third (on which your Majefty's army 
gained a compleat vi&QTy over the enemy) we marched at break of 
day on our right, in order to come before the enemy on the road, 
which leads to CroiTen, and Frankfurt on the Oder. In the meaa 
time^ it was reported from all parts that the enemy intended to 
attack our baggage. Though I would advance nothing without 
fome foundation, I think however, that thefe reports were propa- 
gated by the enemy themfelves, in order to ftop our march. So I 
continued my march to the road, without forgetting the baggage, 
accordingly I fent a confiderable corps to guard it, and the maia 
army continued its march ; and being arrived at the village Nicken, 
halted to take fome reft. Some fquadrons of the enemy's cavalry 
appeared before the firft divifion, but were foon driven back by our 
cannon, and difappeared. We did not imagine we fhould come to 
a£t:ion that day, as the enemy had always avoided it^ and on our 
approach quitted their camps, however ftrong, and generally in the 
night. As it was of the greateft confequQnce to him to regain the 
road to the Oder: fo he had fent the cavalry abvove mentioned, 
feemingly to reconnoitre us, but in fad, to cover the march of his 
army behind them, I therefore ordered mine to refume the march 5 
and being arrived with my right wing on the road^ I ordered it to 

extend 
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extend itfelf quite to the wood^ which goes to the Oder^ and my 
left leaned on another wood by Paltzig, which was behind the 
center of the army ; while we were occupied in taking this pofition, 
our light troops fkirmi(hed with the enemy ; who on his fide, 
was advancing in columns. While they were pafling the defiles 
and forming the line on our fide of them, our artillery made a 
prodigious havock among them ; and had they not continually 
relieved thofe in front with frefii troops, and the pafs not been of 
fuch great importance to them, they muft have immediately 
fled. After the cannonade had continued an hour, the enemy ap- 
proached us, fuilaining his troops continually by fre(h ones 
within mufket (hot, and the fire of the mufketry began; his 
attack was Co defperate that it feemed he was determined to gain 
the viiftory, or lofe thelaft man in his army. However his defpair 
(or rather vigour and bravery as I call it) availed him nothing 
againfi: the great valour and dauntlefs firmnefs of your majefly^s 
troops; having received reinforcements through the wood, he 
attacked our right wing with uncommon vigour, three times, 
and was repulfed with great ilaughter. When we confider the 
lofs he had already fuflained, it is furprifing he fhould have re«- 
newed the attack, but without doubt he flattered himfelf thereby 
to gain the vidory. He had ordered four regiments to pafs 
through the woods to attack our right flank, which was covered 
by two of our regiments, that of Siberia, and that of Permia, 
which repulfed the enemy three times, but had fuffered much fo 
that there were great openings in their line, on which the enemy's 
cavalry leaped among them (this is the expreilion Soltikow ufes, 
which ihews the vigour with which they attacked,) but owing 
to the help of God, and your majefty's good fortune, our artil- 
lery prevented thefe four regiments from coming well out of the 
woods, and drove them back; they were purfued by General 

Demifcow, 
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Demifcow^ with two regiments of horfe, fo that few efcaped. In 
the mean time, three regiments of infantry entered into the lines 
on the right, and filled the opening; in this manner the enemy's 
right, was driven out of the field. However he did not give up 
the afiFair, he fent the reft of his cavalry through the village 
Nicken to attack our left flank, but General Totleben who wa» 
returned from the baggage, put it on fire, fo that the enemy 
could advance no farther ; he made alfo two attacks on our left, 
and was repulfed, fo that he was forced at length to retreat oh 
all fides, followed by our cavalry and light troops, and the 
Schuwallows*. We have loft the brave General Demifcow, feve- 
ral officers, and about eight hundred and feventy-eight men, of 
which and the wounded I here fend the lift. The enemy's Ipia 
is very confiderable. General Woberfnow killed. General Stut- 
terheim, Manteufifel, and Canitz wounded, above four thoufand 
men killed, and two thoufand prifoners, befides a great many 
deferters. We have taken fourteen pieces of cannon^ and many 
ftandards, colours, &c. and loft no trophies. 

The enemy made his way through the woods to the Oder, 
while the infantry pafled over bridges, and the cavalry through 
the fords higher up towards Glogau. On the twenty-fixth, we 
marched towards Crofien, where we arrived the twenty* eighth y 
General Villebois was fent with a ftrong corps to Frankfurt, 
and being informed that the enemy was encamped about eight miles 
off, prince Gallitzen was fent to reconnoitre him, but on ap« 
proaching, they quitted their camp, and retired towards Giogau^ 
a fmall party I fent to Marftial Daun, through Silefia, met in the 
way a captain of horfe, with twenty-five men, fei^t to me by 

General 

* Thtft are conftrnded like the howitzers^ vnth this difference, that inftead of bexB|^ 
tjlindric withio, they are eliptfc* with the greateft diameter horizontal, and the leflec 
perpeodicular, by which their (hot are foppofcd to fpread more in the enemy'i line ; I pnefer 
the howitzcTj for its iimplicity. 
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General Laudohn^ who are fince arrived here* The General fays, 
tha^ he^ with twenty thoufand men is on the inarch to join ihe^ and 
that in four days he will reach the Oder $ and I have therefore 
refolved after to morrow^ to march to Franckfurt, of which I 
have given General Laudohn notice, that he may diredt his 
march thither, to draw prince Henry another way, and prevent 
him coming from Saxony and joining the king. Oar army is only 
fixty miles from Berlin." 

The Pruflian account of this battle, is as follows* 
<^ On the twentieth of July, part of the Ruffian army came to 
ZuUichau, and the remainder the day following ; their objedt was 
to come to CrofTen before us, and fo to cut us off from Franck« 
ftirt. The Cwenty*third in the morning. General Wedel recon- 
noitred the enemy's camp at Langen Meil, and finding it in 
motion^ the Prufiian army in order to come before them, marched 
off in two lines, the one by Kay, and the other by Mofe, upon 
which the Ruffians occupied all the heights beyond Kay, as well 
as the ravins, &c. Scarce were the Pruffian columns come out of 
the hollow way by Kay, when they fell in with the enemy's light 
troops, which they difperfed, but thefe were continually rein- 
forced, and the adion became more general. The Ruffians had 
placed a great quantity of artillery on the heights oppofite to the 
ground we advanced upon. It was neceffary to~ attack thefe 
batteries ; accordingly General Manteuffel with fix batallions, 
attacked them, and took forty pieces of cannon, but was wounded, 
and carried out of the field. The Ruffians made preparation for 
a retreat, in which they were protcfted by the remaining artillery, 
on the heights behind thofe we had taken ; whereas ours not being 
able to advance through the marfhy ground, we were obliged to. 
do every thing with the mufket alone, which it was hardly pof- 
fible could be fuccefsful; moreover, this ground did not permit us 
to advance regularly and form a line, fo that our attacks were infu* 
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hted, and with the batalltons feparated^ and not fufHciently fup- 
ported; General Wedel here ordered four regiments of cavalry to 
advance through the Woods, and attack the enemy's right flank ; 
and though thefe drove all before them at firft and made their way 
through the woods, yet partly by the fuperior force of the Ruffians, 
and our troops wanting timely fupport from the fecond column, and 
partly from the ground not permitting us to form a greater line ; 
we were obliged to give way and retire : the attack began a little 
before four in the evening, and finiflied at feven ; fo that the adioa 
did not laft above throe hours ; our left was pofted on the height^ 
by Kay, where it began^ and then extended to Paltzig. The 
enemy occupied all the heights before ua, where he remained. Gc^ 
neral Woberfnow was killed in the attack o£ the cavalry, and much 
lamented for his good qualities, as a gentleman, and a foldier ; we 
have loft fome cannon. The enemy during the zSdon burnt five 
villages without any neceffity." 

The lofs of the Ruflians, officers and men, was near nine hundred 
killed, and above four tboufand wounded. That of the Pr^ffians, 
above twenty thoufand killed, above forty tboufand wounded, and 
twenty thoufand miffing, by the infantry ; and hy the cavalry, four 
hundred killed, as many wounded, fixty miffing, and[ one thou- 
fand three hundred horfeis killed and wounded — in the whole above 
iiine thoufand, that is more than a third of their army, which 
proves, that they fought with vigour and firmnefs. 



ReJleSiions on thefe TranfaSliom. 

In general it is highly necefiary to oppofe an enemy beyond your 
frontier, and advance as far as poflible to meet him, becauie many 
advantages arifc from this method. For in the firft place, you gain 
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time, which is every thing in a defcnfive war : fccondly, by con- 
fuming all fubfiftence behind you, the progrefs of the enemy is- 
retarded fo much, that when finally you are driven back by fuperior 
forces; if you can find fomc ftrong camp on your frontier, fron^ 
whence you cover it, he will find it difficult, or perhaps impofliblc- 
to colledl provifions, fufficient to undertake a fiege, or execute any 
capital' enterprife, which of courfe will force him to retire, (and 
this is particularly true, with regard to the Ruffians, for the rea« 
fons alledged already.) However this rule has its exceptions, and 
the cafe before us is one. The Pruffians knew that the enemy wa& 
to be reinforced by a confiderable corps of Auftrians, that the junc* 
tion could be made only above Franckfurt^ and that it moft be- 
executed almoft inftantaneouflyt becaufe the Auftrians couM not 
pretend to remain above one day in that country : as the king front 
Silefia mijght come behind them, and cut them o£F from Bohemia, 
and Saxony. From whence it follows that the Pruffian army^ 
ihould never have loft fight of Franckfurt, which would have pre«* 
vented the projected junction, and probably the calamities which 
arofe from it : any pofition about Guben behind the Oder, would 
have efifeded this objedt; whereas by lofing the communication 
with Franckfurt, they fufi^red Laudohn to arrive there tinmo- 
lefted at the very moment it was neceifary. Having once loft hf^ 
communication with that place, the Pruffian general inftead of 
giving battle (hould inftantly have retired, and endeavoured by 
forced marches to have regained it, which he might ftill have done $ 
for Laudohn arrived on the eighth or ninth day after the battle : 
this was a capital fault, to have fufifered himfelf to be puffied, I 
may fay, out of the road to Franckfurt, and ftill a greater, not to- 
haye regained it, as he might have done, and prevented the junc* 
tion till the king arrived^ which would have forced Laudohn into 
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Saxony ; 9nd the Ruffians of courfe, to avoid another ufelefs battle, 
would on their part alfo, have retired without lofs of time. 

The Pruilians having lofl the road to Franckfurt and CrofTen, 
were obliged to light on improper ground , where they could not 
form a line, or make their cavalry a£t, which was remarkably 
good. They were brought on bad ground, and dcilroyed by the 
artillery alone, which no cavalry can refift for a moment. It mufl: 
not therefore be expofed to it, nor ever appear on any ground 
where it cannot advance full gallop. The partial attacks which 
the Pruifian account blamed, are however in my opinion the beft; 
whenever the enemy cannot avail himfelf of the intervals between 
them, which was the cafe here, and is io generally againft the 
l^uiiian?^ who manceuvre ilowly, and (land on the ground which 
they occupy, and feldpmor ever break their line to advance againft 
any particular point, however advantageous it might be; partial 
attacks are more vigorous, and if properly fupported, generally 
fucceed : you can bring the main part of your line to ad againft 
particular points : whereas the other parts of the enemy's Irtie 
muft remain ina£tive, if the ground permits you to hide your dif« 
pofition, and make feveral falfe attacks to prevent him from break-* 
ing his line to fupport the points really attacked. When the 
ground is open, and you cannot cover your motions, of courfe all 
your attacks muft be linked together, and no openings left between 
them, for if the enemy is able, and his troops manceuvre well, 
inftead of bringiag his forces entirely to oppofe your attacks, and 
breaking his line for that purpofc, he will inftantly order his fecond 
line, and his referve (which (hould always be divided into three 
parts, behind the right, the center and the left) to fupport the 
points attacked; and with his beft troops attack thofe places be- 
tween your attacks, which fcem the weakeft, his fecond line 
always advancing to fupport thefe detachments, fo that you cannot 
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come on the flanks of fach corps as advance before the front to at- 
tack you. Whether this fucceeds entirely or not, you cannot puih 
on your attacks^ though fuccefsful. Whereas if your enemy remain 
on the ground (as the Ruffians always^ and indeed moft other 
troops too generally do) without attempting by fuch detachments^ 
as I have defcribed, to create a divtriion on rhat part of your army 
unemployed in your attacks^ he will probably be forced in one 
point or other^ becaufe his motions neceflarily depending on yours; 
if his attention is drawn to inore points than one at the fame mo- 
ment^ he will not dare to reinforce any part of his line, till one of 
your attacks ihall have become decifively ferious, and then it i& 
often too late to do it with effedt; his line is pierced, his rein*^ 
forcements arriving fucceflivety, are fucceffively beaten, and his 
army being broken, brigade after brigade, the day concludes with 
a compleat and bloody route, in which he probably lofes moft of 
his artillery, and perhaps his camp and baggage, and thus be- 
comes unable to refift whatever operation you may be.difpofed to 
undcrtjike in confequence of your vidkoryv The Ruffians hold this- 
condud,. becaufe they do not, as I f^d, move with celerity, and 
confide much in their artillery ; others perhaps trofting too en- 
tirely in the ftrength of their pofition; but befides, fewgenerak 
and few armies are equal to the fyftem of defence I propofe. Few 
generals have genius to difcern what points may, or may not be at- 
tacked, or defended with advantage, or catch the moment it is ta 
be done. Few armies are fo conftituted that they can, if I may Co 
fay, execute the general's orders with the fame rapidity he has con- 
ceived the propriety of them. The prodigious quantity of artillery 
which they drag after them (in which, like the Ruffians, moil 
troops place too much confidence) chains them to the ground on 
which they ftand, or renders their motions too flow. They cannot 
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follow th^ir gei\eral ; be mud follow them^ and his talents when 
moft required (in battle) are loft. 

Tbe Ruffians during tbis part of the campaign conduced them- 
felves with great wifdom, and in the adion behaved with a firmnefs 
peculiar to themfdves. The obje£t was Franckfurt> becaufe it 
was there alone they could be joined by Laudohn^ and therefore 
from their firft march from Pofen they moved uniformly on their 
right, and clofe to the enemy's left flank, which wife manoeuvre^ 
united to his fears of lofing the commutiication with Silefia, at laft 
brought them on the road which leads to Franckfurt, forced the 
enemy to engage in an unequal cdmbat, where he was defeated, and 
accompli(hed their end with great glory. 

After the battle of Paltzig, the Ruffians marched on the twenty- 
fixth to Croffiro^ and there remained till the thirty-firft; and on 
tbe third of Augtrft:aniyed at Franckftirt, in whofe neighbourhood 
General Laudohn,. with above eighteen thoufand men, and forty- 
eight pieces of artillery, befides thofe belonging to the regiments, 
arrived the fame day; the bridge over the Oder was re-eftabliQied, 
and another of Pontoons thrown over that river higher up, to 
maintain the communication between the Auftrians and Ruffians. 

In the mean while General Wedel pafled the Oder after the bat- 
tle/ and camped within a few miles of Crofien, between that place 
and Glogau. The king ordered Prince Henry, who commanded 
in Saxony, to march with the greater part of his army into Sileiia, 
which accordingly arrived atSagan on tbeBober the twenty-eighth 
of July^ where it was joined by another under the Prince Frederick 
of Wurtemberg, who with fix batallions, and fifteen fquadrons, had 
been fent to obferve General Haddick, but finding himfelf too 
weak, had by the king's orders returned to Sagan. 

The king leaving his army in Silcfia under Prince Henry's com- 
mand, on the twenty-eighth of July came to Sagan, and put him- 
felf 
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felf at the head of the corps affembled there. When Mar(ha1 Daun 
detached General Laudohn to join the Ruffians, he ordered 
General Haddtck> with a confiderable body, to advance towards 
Pribiis in Lufatia to reinforce him, and cover his march towards 
Fanckfurt, which having done, Haddick himfelf with about twelve 
or fourteen thoufand men remained at Guben. The king who had 
direAed his march from Sagan to Somerfield, where he arrived 
Auguft. the firft of Auguft with one of his columns, was informed of his 
pofition, and fearing he might make another expedition to Berlin, 
refolved to attack him, which he did on the fecond, and drove him 
back with the lofs of the greateft part of his baggage ; he feems to 
have been furprized, otherwife fuch an event could not have hap- 
pened . On the third the king refumed his march to M uhlrofe, where 
he was joined by WedeFs army the fourth. Soon after happened 
the l>attle of Kunnerfdorff near Franckfurt : the accounts pub- 
bliihed by both parties of this important a&ion, relate alfo all the 
manoeuvres which preceded, and led to it, we fhall therefore 
give them as they are, that the reader may judge for himfelf. The 
two iirfl: are given by the Pruffians,' and the laft bj the Ruffians. 

4 

<' The king having united his forces at Muhlrofe the fourth, he 
marched on the fifth to Wulkow on the Oder, the ninth the van 
camped at Lebus, and the army at fome diftance behind; both 
armies, were now Separated by the Oder, and fronted each other ; 
here General Fincfc arrived from Saxony, with a flrong corps of 
twenty-four batalHons and ten fquadrons, upon which the king 
ordered bridges to be thrown over the Oder, which was done lower 
down near Ritwein, between Lebus and Cuflrin the ground before 
the army where it then ftood being improper, and moreover too near 
the enemy. On the tenth the army received orders to march, and 
on the eleventh we paifed the Oder, the infantry over the bridges, 
and the cavalry through the fords, and advanced about four miles 
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further on» but the troops were fo fatigued with the heat and duff, 
that it was thought prudent to poftpone the attack till the next day |. 
that night we remained in the open field, without tents 1 the van 
was at BifchoflFsee, about two miles from the enemy, who remained 
very quiet in his camp well fortified. The twelfth at three o'clock 
we marched towards Reppin, and formed ourfelves in order of 
battle in the wood, and then advanced againft the enemy's right, 
(it (hould be the left.) This was likewife done by the corps un- 
der General Finck. The fire from the batteries, began foon after 
ten, and produced good effedt ; having continued near an hour^ 
eight batallions of the van advanced againft the enemy's entrench- 
ments, and nowithftanding they were on high ground entered them^ 
without any lofs, and took forty-two pieces of artillery: upon 
which General Finch,, ^ith the reft of the van^ marched againft 
the great entrenchment by Kunnerfdorfif^ At firft this did not 
fucceed, becaufe it was not fupported by any artillery ; but when 
we had brought fome heavy cannon on the hill we had taken^ 
which was the higheft. General Finck^ protected and fupported 
by them, attacked once more the entrenchments, and fucceeded 1 
we had few men killed, but many wounded ^ which done, the 
General advanced through the village KunnerfdorfF : behind which 
lay an entire line of redoubts, the greateft part of which were 
taken, and the enemy driven back on all fides. They defended 
themfelves however, with great bravery^ and many of them threw 
themfelves on the ground^ as if they had been dead ; and when we 
had pafiTed them, got up, took their arms, and fired »t our backs i 
our cavalry was kept back by the prodigious fire of the enemy's 
artillery loaded with grape ihot, (particularly the howilzers) and 
could not advance to fupport the infantry as well as it could be 
wiflied. The Ruffians however retired all together towards the 
kft hill, and feemed refolved to defend iu At the fame time they 
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feemed to defpair, for they began to plunder the baggage. We 
had taken above one hundred pieces of cannon ; and the Ruffians 
continually flyings till fix o'clock, we could flatter ourfelves with 
hopes of a glorious vidlory : the Ruffians had thrown themfelves 
behind an abbatis by the Judenbergt where they defended them- 
felvesy protected by fifty pieces of cannon ; and in this moment 
the Pruffians fortune failed them, and turned her back upon them, 
to which many circumfVances contributed. The ezceflive heat of 
the day, had very much fatigued the troops^ and not a drop of water 
being to be found was one, but not the only caufe of our bad for« 
tune. After the taking of the third line of entrenchments, the 
Pruffians did not as before, advance in good order, but in broken 
troops, the difadvantage of which, any one may imagine. General 
Laudohn faw this diforder, and with fomc regiments of grenadiers, 
which as yet had not been engaged, knew how to avail himfelf of 
it ; while we were making our laft attack in great confufion^ he 
advanced, and hindred the Pruffians from taking the lail entrench^ 
meat. The cavalry is always viAorious when the ground permits 
it to ad freely againfl tired infantry. The death of General Putkam« 
mer, and the wounds of General Seidlitz were alfo the caufe that 
our cavalry was brought into diforder. It attempted to enter the 
entrenchments, but did not fucceed. The king did all that was 
poffible to bring his troops into order and expofed himfelf fo much^ 
that he had two horfes killed under him, but they were fo tired,' 
that they fell on the ground unable to fland : fo that nothing re« 
mained to be done, but retire as well as they could. Had the 
Pruffians remained in good order on the third height they had 
taken, and poflponed the lafl attack till next morning ; when it 
might have been made with more advantage ; it is probable the 
flying enemy would have abandoned his pofls in the night— ^but 
when an event has happened, it is eafy to judge how one might 
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*' hatre done betttn It is faid that General Finck propofed this to 
^' the king who did not approve of it : we can however fay for cer-* 
'^ tain^ that after we had taken KunnerfdorfF^ if inflead of advancing 
«« by our right, as we did, we had advanced by our left, we (houlciia 
*' great meafure have avoided the fire of the enemy's great battery, 
'^ and with much more eafe have taken the laft hill. During the bat-* 
^' tie, about twelve o'clock. General Wunfch had taken Franckfurt, 
^' which circumflance like wife obliged the enemy to exert themfelves» 
^' It is eafy to imagine, our retreat could not be made in good order C 
'* the Ruffians however purfued us only a little way. The lofs of 
*' the Pruflians confids of about three thoufand killed, two thoufand 
<' taken, and eleven thoufand wounded, above one hundred cannon^ 
<^ and near three thoufand horfes. The fourth our army repafTed the 
** Oder, and camped near Retwein." Every body fays, and the 
Pruflians believe, that nothing remained to be done but take the 
Judenberg : a perfbn' who'was on the. ground fince the battle 
however aiTures, that before the Judenberg and clofe to it, was a 
whole line of batteries, which appeared evidently long after the 
battle, which the Pruflians mufl have take^, before they reached 
the Judenberg. Moreover this line was naturally fo ftrong that 
it could not be forced, which mufl have been done, after taking 
the abbatis on the fide ; where, into the bargain, the height is fo 
fleep and craggy that it is as inaccefUble as if it was pallifaded.. 
This circumflance in the heat of the battle, was overlooked by the, 
Pruflians, at leafl, it does not appear in any place ; which fhews 
how imperfedly men fee and judge of ground* 

The fecond account runs as follows. 

•' Though the king's army was not half fo numerous as that of the. 
«' enemy, and they occupied a very flrong camp, fortified and co-. 
" vercd with cannon, circumftances did not permit his majefly tOv 
*« defer the attack any longer. 
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<« On the elQvcnth the army paifcd the Oder, f&urmlTesr zho9t 
^* Cuftno ; the twelfth,, aC eleven o'clock, ffktitVBiCk was made wifh 
•* fiich fuccefs that wc took three batteries, in which were above 
*• eighty pieces of artillery. Thr greafeft part of the Roffi^n anfly 
^' fled, and for fix hours, the vidory was ours, which the enediy be- 
^^ lieved; but as part of their troops collected in a great battery, 
'^ which lay on the Judenberg, flood their ground ; fb at the fame 
^' time, the Auftrian cavalry attacked ours, and beat it; Seidlitz 
'' who coQ3xnanded ours,, was wounded and carried out of the fields 
^* The enemy's cavalry then attacked the infantry and brought it 
^' into diiibrder* The king did all that was poflible to re-eftablifh^ 
*' the aiFair, and brought on the troops three times again^ and ex«* 
^* pofed himfelf to the greateft danger j but in vain ; the men were 
^' fo fatigued, they could not advance,, which obliged his majefty 
*^ to order the rctreatjt and abandon the advantages he had obtained 
•• at firft." 

Count Sbltikovr^s^ account is as foMows m ■ ^ 
•* Iw my laft I had* the honom: to inform your Imperiaif MajeAy, 
•* that the twelfthfyodr army had gained a eompfete vidory over the 
enemy, commanded by the Jung in perfbn. J now beg feave to add 
the particulars: on the eleventh wc were informed the enemy had- 
** pafled the Oder. I did not think it neceilary to change any thing 
^ in the pofition we had taken, but to remain on the height we oc- 
«* cupied near Franckfort; Oar right came almoft to the banks of 
*' the Oder,^ our left went to Kunnerfdorff as far as the woods. Ic 
would feem from hence that our army had' its back towards the 
enemy, but the nature c^ the ground,. required we fhouidform as 
*' we did > when tine enemy advanced to Gcritz, it was plain he 
*' would march about us, our right compo£ed of the fir ft divifion^ was^ 
** commanded by Qount Fermor, the van by General Villebois ; tbc ' 
" itcond divifion under Count Romanzow, made the center;, and rher 
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^ new corps uaikr Pirinee GaltitziOf made our left : for wont of 
^' room the Auftrians could not enter into the line, and wore tbei^ 
'^^ fore poited bdiind the right. I endeavoured to place the canity 
^^ fb as not to expofe it to the enemy's artillery ; from the natuft of 
^^ the ground^ the affair muft be decided chiefly by the infantry* - 

** On the enemy's approach our light troops, commanded by Count 

** Totleben retired and took poft before the front of our right ; 

«' though from the difpofition of the enemy, it appeared he intend* 

^' ed to furround ourleft. I made no alteration in mine afterwards. 

<^ On his nearer approach he Keemed to intend attacking alfo our 

*' right, probably to cover his real intentions which wa& to attack 

<^ our left : having ereded two batteries on that fide againft our 

^ flank ; and at the fame tinie ordered £>me infantry and cavalry to 

advance through a Valley, about ten he extended his left ; having 

raifed fome batteries againft our right which was covered by a 

marfli, over which is a bridge : this Count Totleben put on fire, 

fo that the enemy could not approach our right ; though by this 

•* I brought the enemy's whole fire againft my left. I reaped how- 

^^ ever this advantage, that I could make my difpofitions as circum- 

" ftanccs required ; accordingly the enemy attacked our lef\» exadly 

^' againft the flank i where a regiment of grenadiers of the new corps 

*^ was pofted ; and after a vigorous refiftancc was obliged to retire^ 

the enemy having brought the greateft part of his fires againft 

this point : on which princ^ Oallitzin^ who commanded there, 

'* ordered two regiments from the firft and fecond line to advance, 

'* and form a line, thefe were fupported by two other regiments 

^* from the new corps, fo that they made front acrofs the camp, 

^' where the flank was* During this manoeuvre, the enemy who 

•* were advanced to the ground left by the regiment of grenadiers 

** which retired, had an opportunity to take our heights, and open 

'^^ his columns ; fo that thefe regiments were Hkewife driven back, 
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^< and the enemy took two of our batteries, fortned his army in one 
^' column, which took all the ground about our aew line ; and 
though he had fufTered much in thefe attacks, his line extended 
towards our right, againft which he hadlikewife brought a great 
•quantity of artillery. To oppofe thefe great forces, I ordered 
^^ General Panin to advance and fupport thofe regiments which re- 
** tired 5 and as the narrowncfs of the ground did not permit any 
^* more than two regiments to form the line in flank, he did £b 
*^ with a regiment of grenadiers, while Count Campitelli brought 
'' on the German grenadiers ; behind thefe he (General Panin) 
'* formed another line of two regiments, and foon afterwards 
^* another of two more, and General Laudohn ordered two Ger« 
'^ man regiments to advance and fupport his grenadiers, fo that 
'' upon the whole there were fix or fevep lines, one behind th^ 
*^ other, the ground on vvhich they flood, allowing no more than 
^' two regiments in each linej of courfe the enemy was flopped 
*^ by this mafs of infantry, and it was doubtful which fide fhould 
*' prevail. The enemy ordered his cavalry to advance, though the 
/' ground did not per/nit them to z6i with vigour and advantage, 
*' on which Count Romanzow at the head of ours, and Geheral 
'^ Laudohn with the Auflrians attacked the enemy, and forced him 
** to give way;, at the fame time prince Lubomirfky with three 
" regiments of infantry, and prince Wolkonfki with two more 
" taken out of the other lines wheeled about and brought theene- 
" my's infantry into confufion : however he did not give it up, for 
'* he formed a new column, with which he endeavoured to come 
" behind our fecond line, to put us between two fires, and prevent 
" our right from marching to fupport the left, but General Berg 
" with two regiments taken out of the fecond line of the right, ad- 
<' vanced to meet him, and being fupported by our cannon and 
" howitzers drove him back, to which the Auftrian artillery con- 
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^ tribnted wry roach i we thcD concluded the battle was over, for 
<' though the enemy endeavoured to bring his troops into order^ 
*^ he was forced to retire. About five o'clock two regiments ad- 
** vanced from the van, while General Berg with two more attacked 
** the, enemy in flank, and forced him to run away ; he was retiring 
*' before s General Laudohnat the head of all the civalry purfued 
** him on the left, and the light troops on the right, fo ended this 
'< famous adtion, having lafled from eleven in the morning to fix in 
** the evening." The Ruffians had killed, wounded and miffing, 
about fourteen thoufand men ; the Auftrians about two thoufand ; 
and the, Pruflians 1q(1 eighteen thoufand, .near three thoufand 
horfes, and one hundred and feventy two pieces of cannon, they 
loil alfo General , Putkammer who was killed, and eleven other 
generja|s wounded. The plan which we give of the battle, and 
the different accounts of the fame, read with attention will enable 
the reader to form a proper judgment of it. 

REFLECTIONS. 

In the conduft of this adlion we muft obferve, that the Ruffians 

» 

as ufual fought well, and manoeuvred ill; when finally they faw 
that the enemy brought his principal forces againft their left wing 
and that fl;ink, they fhould inftantly have done then what they 
afterwards did, when it was almoft too late. They fhould have 
broi'ight up their van, their referve, and the greateft part of their 

fccond line, together with the Auftrians, and formed another left 

* 

flank, eight or ten lines deep, which they might have done, as the 
ground was narrow, and did not exceed feven hundred yards. 
Thefe lines would have extended their left towards the Oder, morb 
or lefs as the ground opened and permitted it. This they might 
have done with the more confidence, as the front of their camp, 

particularly 
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particttlirly on their right, was very ftrong, hclng covered iniirdy 
with, impenetrable mar&es : and fecondty, becaufe they in h6t faw 
that all the enemy's forces were direded againft their left* Having 
, negleded this precaution .for above five hours, they were on the 
point of lofing. Che battle, and their army. For the Pru{fian Ge* 
neral Wunfch had during the aSion taken Franckfurt, and their 
baggage in it, fothat they had no retreat, but over a bridge a little 
above that town, which broke down, and had it not, an army 
.totally. routed, .fo near the^ river, ^nd.the enemy clofe to their heels, 
or rather upon them with. their bayonets in^their backs, roufbhavjci 
been drowned, cut to pieces, or furrendered at dtitretion. Hap- 
pily for the Ruffians, General Laudohn advanced with his Auftrians^ 
and ftoppedtbe^ enemy until a difpofition could be made, grid fup^^ 
ported fuccefl^vely by many regimepts of Ruffians and Auftrians^ 
who formed feveral lines acrqfs the camp, which great niafs the 
.Pruffians could not move, and immediately gave way on all fides. 
The attack made by the enemy's cavalry was repulfed, and he at« 
tacked in his turn, an4 beat j the battle was then won. 

As to the king andhis troops, they^befaaved with won^erfpl vigour 
^jtnd activity, anc) deferved to win the battle.: why did they not? in the 
firft place, becaufe the eqemy was much ilronger, having gt lea^ 
feventy thoufand men, and a prodigipus quanti^ of ^rtilkiyy pars* 
4icularly howitzers of dififerentfpecies, which ^re of great yfc itk 
,the field, in a clofe country^ and againft cav»lry> fecondly, the 
ground was extremely ftrong by nsfturc^ and tnoreotvcr well covered 
4>y entrenchments! fo that the Pruffians, particularly their formi- 
dable cavalry, could not cjioye, an^ adt witb 'heir jtccuftomc^ 
.vigour and celerity, which gave the cnenjy Mme to njiakc the lafl: 
difpofition on his A^nk, and this was decifive as w:e have £een« 
The Pruffians, greatly diminiihcd by their various attacks, an4 
much fatigued with the uncommon heat, an4 moreover^ as it al<9» 
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ways htppciM tk&a a Img tnd obftniate eogagemdnt^ being thf own 
into iiforderr and of courfe onarbleto refift tihe ti^ockaad weight of ' 
fo great a mafa w wa# fokoaed ag^toft tb^Qlt were' obliged to give 
way^ at iirft g^^du^jr, being ^attained by the cavalry, bat this- 
being: beat, thty Aod precipkately, and abandoned every thing, 
their own artillery, and that taken from the enemy : whether they 
ought or could form on the groiitid tbey bad taktfk already, andf 
were in pofieffion of before tlae laft attack they made againft t&c' 
Judenberg, with their left on ^the heights,^ and their right towards-' 
Franckfurt, of whicb they were mafter^, I do not know; though' 
I think they might, Xa which cafe the enemy muft have retired in 
the night over the Oder^ and the battle was completely won. Jt 
was the laft attack wfeicb was fatgl 4o the PhifUana; had they 
.avoided it, I am ftrongly inclined to believe the enemy could nevei^ 
bave driven them 4iotA the ground they occupiedr and the lefs fo, 
a^ thokin^ migbt havofdnc a Arong detachnoent towards Franck- 
furt to join" that under Wunfiih, which tti^ft have come on* the 
RuiliaitK left ilanl^ and- rear, had they advanced to drivC' him^ out of 
his ground. To fupport the laft attack the king fent a flrong, 
column along the high road to come even behind the flank of the* 
enemy's fecond litie^ as it ia marked in the plan. Now I afk,* 
why at ftrftictting out hedSdnot fend a ftrongy or rather his chief 
Gdlumri that way, from whence he would have reaped cycry advan- 
tage pofliblc,. particularly had he ordered a great part of his artil* 
lery to be placed againftthe enemy's front towards th^ right, and- 
j?nade ,lbmc falfc attacks there, which would have hindered them* 
from drawing troops from thence to fupport their left. We' thlink* 
that neither the Rufltans, nor any army upon earth, however 
-flrongly pofted, if one or other wing is furrounded, and vigforoufly 
attacked, while another Arong corpse fupported by catalry;> ai£b) 
npon and behind th«^ flank, ca^ reiii^ a naondent; and I amlc^ni-' 
vincedj, that if the king had firmly adhered to this difpofition, ad-^ 
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vanciog coolly and deliberately with his infantry (for cavalry alone 
muft adt with rapidity, infantry is inftantly thrown into confufion 
if you pretend to hurry it), he would have driven the whole Ruffian 
army into the Oder, or obliged them to difperfe and fly in the night 
up that river on the right of it. The ground permitted him to do 
this at the lafl; attack, and confequently it might have been done at 
firil ; would have faved a great number of men, and, we think, in« 
fured a complete vidory. The contrary happened, merely from 
having negledled it. 

* * We muft here again lament the king's violent inclination for 
battles; which as we have often obferved> are feldom neceflfary, 
and in a defenfive war muft always be avoided. In tbefe two bat* 
ties the king loft thirty thoufand men, and two hundred pieces of 
artillery, though neither was neceflary. 

Had Wedcl's army been reinforced to thirty^-five thoufand men, 
and retired fucceflively before the Ruffians, pafled the Oder, and 
taken poft behind the Neifs between Guben and Franckfurt, with a 
ftrong detachment there and at Croflen ; General Laudohn could 
never have joined the Ruffians, and thefe would moft certainly not 
"have pafled the Oder; though they never decline fighting, they 
neyer engage freely in aftion. They would have gone over the 
Wartha towards Landfberg, and from thence through Pomerania. 
home, as they did the preceding year, . or perhaps gone up the 
right of the Oder a little way, plundered the country, and gofte 
by Pofen to the Viftula. The king in the mean time might have 
pofted himfelf with an army behind the Bober to obferve the 
Auftrians; and Prince Henry in Saxony to oppofc the army of the 
empire; by fuch a difpofition his majefty would have fpared his 
men, and moft cflFcdlually proteded his country, and faved Drcf- 
den into the bargain. The pofitions we mention are fo decifive^ 
that I tun convinced the king with one hundred and thirty 

\ thou- 
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thourand men^ will be able toprote^ bis country againft double tbe 
number. 

Fifty thoufand on the frontiers of Bohemia, with their center at 
Glatz, move to the right or left^ as the motions .of the Auftrians 
require, and if thefe penetrated into Upper Lufatia, thofe move up 
theQueifs and Bober towards Naumbourg, Sagan, and Chriflian- 
fiadt; forty thoufand near Frankfurt, which will protedl Pomera* 
nia, and all beyond the Oder; and forty thoufand men in Saxony, 
which nobody can drive out. If the king had polled himfelf with 
forty thoufand men only, on the heights behind Frankfurt, and 
kft-etgfat or^en thoufand more in Saxony to prote(ft Drefden 
for the prefent, and his brother at Sagan, to obferve Marfhal Daun 
who was advanced to Pribus, I fay the Ruffians would never have 
pafled the Oder, and expofed themfelves to the hazard of an 
adion, with that river behind themi and if they did, the king 
might have had many opportunities to fight them witb advantage, 
or by occupying a ftrong camp, with Berlin behind him, and 
Cuftrin on his left flank, flop them (hort, and force them to retire. 
The idea which then prevailed of joining MarQial Daun, which 
his motions feemed to confirm, was ridiculous in the higheft 
degree. Thefe two armies amounted to, I fuppofe, near one hui)« 
dred and forty thouiand men; neither had a flrong place or any 
depots, they could not confequently keep together twenty-four 
hours, nor even fubfifl feparately a week. If fucb a project ever was 
made, they would have been both ruined, the king on one fide, 
and Prince Henry between the Auflrians and Bohemia. There 
was no opening for them but to fly into Saxbny, and from thence 
probably for the fame want of fubfifience into Bohemia. The 
truth is, the Ruffians felt they had nothing to do beyond the 
Oder; that in paffing it, they greatly expofed themfelves, and 
finally that they could not (lay any where bcjrond it. Thefe be- 
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ihg the circumftanbes and pofitioli of the refpedxre itmies, tfaejr 
could not reoQain ten days where they were, and of cour^ muft 
have left Laudohn to feek his way through Poland, and retired 
through Pomerania home, or march cfa the left up the Oder, 
bring him part of his way home, and having plundered the country 
in their way, return to Pofen, on the Wartha. For my own 
part, I am throughly convinced of this reafoning, but the reader 
will take the map in his hand, and judge. Why then, O King, 
fight ? Indeed this reafoning is fo well founded, -that the Ruffians, 
though they had ' got two great victories, were checked by the 
king, who had not above twenty*five thoufand men, and obliged 
after they had pafTed the Oder, to fkim (if I may fi> fay) Lufatia, 
and part of Silefia, repafs the Oder, and having efcorted Laudc^h 
on his way home, be content to return to Pofen, which proves 
there was no neceffity for fighting, and that they mud have done 
this, without ever being able to pafs the Oder at all. 

The king continued at Retwein for fome days; but on the 
's^pproach of General Haddick, who was ooming with a confider* 
able cotps to join the Ruffians, his Majefiy thought it prudent 
to take fome advantageous camp, to hinder their advancing into 
iBrandenburg towards Berlin; accordingly on the fifteenth he march-- 
ed by Lebus to Madlitz, between Frankfurt and Furftenwalde, and 
on the eighteenth to this laft place, that he might with greater 
convenience receive the artillery and flores be expe^ed from 6er«> 
lin. 

The Ruffian army having been joined by General Haddick on 
the fourteenth, pafled the Oder the fixteenth, and encamped 
near the village Loflbw. On the twenty-fecotod Count Soltikoiir 
had an interview with Marfhal Daun at Guben, 'whofe army 
camped at Tribel in Lufatia, and confequently the two armies 
might have joined had they chofen, which the Ruffians undoubr- 
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ediy refttftdt for the realbna above mentioned ; they had nothing, 
and were only fupplied by the Auftriahs for fome little time,, 
while the conamunication .was open between them, as I was in^ 
formed. On the twenty«eighth of Auguft, the Ruffians occupied 
a dmp at Hohenwalde, and jointly with the Auftrians blew up 
the fluices of the canal by Muhlrofe, which joins the Spree and 
the Oder, a cruel and unneceiTary work, worthy Goths and Van-i 
dais. On the twenty-ninth they encamped at Grahnau in Lower 
Lufatia; upon which Frankfurt after it had paid fifty thoufand 
dollars, (about eight thoufand pounds) was evacuated. The 
thirtieth the Ruffians camped at Liberofe, Haddick covered the 
march on the right and Laudohn the rear ; here they remained 
till the fifteenth of September. The king kept very clofe, and September, 
almoft in fight of them during the whole march. On the thirtieth 
of Auguft he camped at Waldau oppofite the Ruffians ; on the 
firft of September* and the day following at Lubben, feparated 
from them by a fmall morafs, where he remained till the Ruffians 
refumed their march, which they did on the fifteenth of Septem« 
her, not being able to continue there any longer for want of pro* 
vifions; when they went to GubeA, from thence on the eighteenth 
to Starnzeddel, and on the nineteenth to Sommerfield ; Laudohn 
advanced to Chriftianftadt, where he was reinforced with eight 
or ten thoufand men, under Count Campitelli. The king fol* 
lowed clofe to the eneniyj on his right; he had already fent a 
corps under General Finck to Saxony, and being arrived at Cotbus 
fent four batallions more there. The Ruffians feemed inclined to 
take Glogau, that they might have a place of arms in Silcfia, but 
as they were not iii a condition to befiege it in form, and it had a 
good garifon, and the king clofe to them, they wifely abandoned 
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this projcd, (if ever they had ferioufly formed it)». The twen- 
tieth they came to Chriftianftadt, paffcd the Bober the twcnty-firftj 
the twenty-fccond they camped at Langcn-Hermfdorfff. the 
twenty-third at preyftadtj the twenty-fourth at Benthenj the 
twenty-ninth paffed the Oder below BcntHen, having the king 
always clofe to them on their right j he advanced with fome ba- 
tallions in hopes of coming up with their rear in paffing the Oder, 
but found them all on the other fide, upon which his Majefty 
marched to Glogau, and ordered a ftrong detachment to take poft 
at Rutzen, where they fortified themfclves. On the fourth of 
oaoher. October the Ruffians marched to Schwafen, Laudohn made the 
rear guard. The Ruffians made feveral batteries againft the Pruf- 
fian corps above mentioned, but could not drive them away. On 
the feventh they marched to Grofs Often, by which it appeared 
they propofed going towards Brcflaw, and arrive there before the king. 
This obliged his Majefty to return over the Oder the feveftth, and 
march alfo towards Breflaw, he therefore ordered a ftrong corps^ 
to advance to Ratfchutz : a bridge was thrown over the Oder, 
where this detachment paffed, and had a fmart encounter with the 
enemy's light troops, the whole army paffed in the night and 
camped by Sophienthal. The Ruffians by this pofition were pre- 
vented from going to Brefiaw, and fo remained at Gros Often till 
the twenty-eighth, when they marched to Hernfladt on the Bartfch 
river, which was the direft road to Breflaw, but the king had 
occupied this pafs, which was of great confequence, as the enemy 
could.no longer go to Breflaw, without a long and difficult march 
through moraffes, &c. The king on feeing the enemy advance 

• They new had U in thdr pwer to mke the atteinpt, the king by the ppfidon he took at 
MiUtttt b«wd their road to that place, and by hii weU placed dettchment. rendered it impof- 
fiUe for them to cape n«ar enough even to bombard it. 
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to Hcrnftadt, marched thither a]A> to fupport that important pafs : 
both armies were near each other; GenerU Laudohn burnt the 
town with his artillery. The reafons he gives are by no means 
fufficient to juftify fuch unneceffary barbarities. He was led by 
paffion, on feeing hi'mfdf and the Ruffians difappointed in their 
views againft Breflaw, by taking which place it was hoped, the 
Ruffian army, or at lead a great part of it, might be prevailed 
upon to ftay with the/Aoftriaint This wat the laft exploit of the 
Ruffians. On the twenty-fourth they began their retreat towards 
Poland. The king continued in his camp fome days after the retreat 
of the enemy, to make fome difpofitions. General Hulfen with the 
greatefl part of the army was ordered into Saxony; General 
Schmettau remained in Silefia, with a corps. The king being ill 
with the gout went to Glogau, but finding himfelf better, on the 
feventh af November he fet out for Saxony. General Laudohn took Norcmbcr. 
his march through Poland towards Upper Silefia, and on the twenty-- 
fourth of November arrived with his cavalry at CraCaw, and on the 
firfi of December marched to Tefcheri. General Fouquet had left 
Landfliut, and <:ro£red the Oder at Breflaw, from whence he ad- 
vanced to the frontiers to obferve Laudohn, and keep him from 
making incorfions in his way, into Silefia, and kept clofe to him^ 
which brought on feveral fkirmifhes but of no confequence. Both 
parties being quite fatigued with fuch operations at that feafon 
of the year, and having great need of refl agreed to a C^rt 
of truce, on condition that neither (hould undertake any thing, du* 
ring the winter, and fo went into quarters ; 1 wiih this was always 
done. For expeditions undertaken during the winter can be of 
no great fervice, and rujn the troops who want reft. 

I (hall conclude my obfervation on the Ruffian campaign, by 
faying it proved, that an army whofc line of operation is confid- 
erably too long can execute no folid enterprise, though it be ever 
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fo powerful : and that a handful of men weU conducted (as the 
Pruffians were» who certainly did not anxount to a third of the 
Kuflian army) will infallibly ftop their progrefs^ and finally force 
them to retire^ without doing any thing ; thefe two campaigi^s 
and the following prove thefe truths to a dcmonftration^ 



CHAP. III. 

4 9 " ^ 

I 

Of the Opentioiift'Of the Aoftrian ArmY»: commanded by MtrfludDtim io 1759* 

THIS army took up its quarters during the tifinter in Bohemia; 
the weather being very fevere'ih tl\e fpring it did not aflcmble till 
April. the endof Aprih In the months of March and April feveral flcir« 
mi(hes happened on the frontier, from Moravia to Landihut, but 
as ufual of no real importance. General Beck took and difperfed 
a poft of about Tour hundred men the Purifians had at Gi|eiflFenberg» 
This blow however^ was not. left unitevenged at Gomttiottaui 4^ the 
circle of Saatz> and on the borders of Bohemia towards Saxony. 
The Auflrians under General Gcmmingen had a corps of near three 
thoufand men, which were intended to cover that country, and 
^particularly feme magazines difperfed about in thcr ufijal carelefs 
manner ; thefe Prince Henry refolved to attack and deftroy : ac* 
tordingly the fourteenth of April he left Drefden, and on his way 
divided his troops into two columns, the one he led himfelf, and 
the other was commanded by General Hiilfcn. The former en- 
tered Bohetnia' by Peterfwald to Linnay, not far from Lowoixtz^ 
where Prince Henry remained while his light troops advanced fur-» 
ther into the country to raife contributions, and deftroy the maga« 
zines, which they did with great fuccefs^ and having joioed the 
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main body at Linnay^ rctiiiriied qq the twentieth to Saxony. ^ The. 
other c<^umn met with greater refiitancey on the Pafsherg^ where 
they found the Auftrians entrenebed with two regimeiits of infantry 
and fome canAOOf whom after a long aAioa they difperXed^ took 
fifty-OQoe fficers^ aiid near two theu^and pnToners^ (among whom 
General Rheinhard») three pair of <H)lours, > two ftan^rds^ and 
three cannons. In this expedition the Prince ruined all the maga-i 
opines as far as Budin on Egra River^ in the circle of Leutmeritz» 
&c. to a vcfy great amount. In the middle of May the Pruffian May. 
army aflenjbkd and camped oear Land(hut. The Auftrian army 
had occyipjed a ilrong cai«tp behind the Elbe, between Jaromit^ 
and Konigfliojflf; the head quarters were at Schurtz. Here Marfha^ 
Daun refolved (according to the plan e(labli(hed) to wait until the 
approach of the Ruffians, or of the Imperialifts, obliged the king 
to abandon his pofition. The Auftrians made feveral attacks oa the 
enemy's poAs during the time the two armies remained in their re« 
fpe£tive camps, but without any confiderable fuccefs. The 
Pruflians had drawn a great part of their forces out of Saxony to op« Jose, 
pofe the Ruflians who were advancing towards the Oder, fo that 
the Imperial .army was at liberty to a£t almofl: unmolefted on the 
Lower Elbe, about Drefden, which was the objedt. The motions 
of this and the Ruffian army made it necefTary for the Auftrians un- 
der Marshal Daun to march into Lufatia, in order to fupport the 
operations of the one and the other; accordingly on the twenty- 
eighth of June they quitted the camp of Schurtz, and marched in 
two columns to NeudoriF; another corps compofed chiefly of the 
troops which General Harfch had commanded, made the third co- 
lumn, and the fame day arrived at Horzize, under the Duke of 
Arembcrg, fo that the whole army was, for the conveniency of the 
inarch through that mountainous country, divided into three corps. 
On the twenty-ninth the firft marched in two columns^ the one 
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arrived at Gitfchin, and the other at Lomnitz. The (forps under 
General Laudohn marched on the right between thefe columns and 
Jol/' the enemy. The firft of July the two columns marched, the one 
to TurnaUy the other toBredl, followed by that under the Duke of 
Aremberg, who came that day to Gitfchin 1 the fecond the army 
arrived at Riechenberg, where the Duke qf Aremberg alfo arrived, 
and the whole army was brought together. General Laudohn ad« 
vanced at the head of two thoufand horfe to reconnoitre the fron- 
tiers of Silcfia about Marcklifla. On the fifth the country begin- 
ning to open, the army marched in five columns to Friedland s 
and the fixth, in four columns to Marcklifla, the head quarters at 
Gorlitzheimj where it reoiained till the twenty-ninth of July. 



in Oermany, 1759* i6x 

The king being informed of the Auftrians march towards Lufa« 
tia, fent General Seidlitz with a confiderable corps to Lahn, part 
of which had an encounter with a detachment of Laudohn's under 
Count Caromelij in which this laft had fome lofs. On the fifth 
of July the king, with his whole army, marched to Lahn, and 
afterwards to Lowenberg, About the middle of July he fent a 
corps under the Prince of Wiirtemberg to Sprottau, to obfcrve the 
Duke of Aremberg, who had been fent with the referve to occupy 
Lauban. 

Marihal Daun's objeA was to fend General Laudohn with a 
flrong corps to join the Ruflians at Frankfurt. To which end he 
made the following difpofition : he recalled General Haddick, who 
was on the frontiers of Saxony, and ordered him to march through 
Bohemia, * into Lufatia, where he arrived the twenty-fecond of 
July, and General Laudohn joined him, and both marched to- 
gether to Pfoerten, where they came the thirty-firft of July, and 
Laudohn proceeded on his way to Frankfurt, wherq he arrived 
happily the fourth of Augud, and joined the Ruffians fome days 
after, as we have already related. Another corps under General 
Macguire was fent towards Saxony, which took pof): the twenty- 
ieventh at BifchofFswerda, to obferve the motions of General 
Finck, who had left Drefden, and was marching towards Torgau. 
Trhis was the poiition of the refpedive armies till the end of July, 
when Marshal Daun, on receiving the news of the battle of Paltzig, 
where the Pruffians were beat, thought it ncccflary to proceed fur- 
ther into Lufatia, and come nearer the Ruffians, which it was 
thought would facilitate the operations of both armies. General 
Beck, who was in the neighbourhood of Lauban, marched to 
Naumberg on th« Bober. The left wing of the army went to 
Lauban, and the right remained at Marcklifia. 
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The lofs of the battle of Paltzig made it neceffary for the king to 
reinforce Wedel's army in fuch a manner, as would ftop the pro- 
grcfs of the enemy on that fide; accordingly the king refolved to 
march thither in perfon, and Prince Henry was ordered with the 
greateft part of the army in Saxony to march to Sagan^ on the 
Bober, where be arrived the twenty-ninth of Auguft. The day 
following the king began his march to the Oder^ and Prince Henry 
was left to command the army in Silefia. 
Avgaft. On the eleventh of Auguft Marihal Daun having left a confider- 
able corps under General Boccow at MarcklifTa, to cover Bohemia^ 
and obferve the enemy on that fide, the Marquis d'Ainfe at Lauban^ 
and General Macguire at Gorlitz ; marched to Pentzig, the twelfth 
to Rothenburg, and the thirteenth to Pribus. General Beck oc« j 

cupied Serauy and fent detachments to Chriftianftadt and Crofi^en. 
The Pruflians had a poft at Grunberg, which General Beck attacked 
and made prifoners. 

On the nineteenth the army marched to Triebel, where it re« 
mained till the thirtieth. From which Mar(hal Daun made feveral 
confiderable detachments; General Macguire, with about twelve 
thoufand men, was ordered into Saxony to join the Imperialifts an** 
der the Prince of Deuxponts; General Haddick was ord^ed to 
take Peitz, which he did. Various other corps were left on the 
Queis and Bober, to keep up the communication with Bohemia* ^ 
During this time Prince Henry continned in his camp near 
Lowenberg, not knowing well what the objeft of the Auftrians 
was, and having no communication with the king, he could re- 
ceive no orders from him i he detached General Ziethen along the 
Bober towards Sprottau, from whom he received information that 
the Auftrian army was at Triebel, upon which he ordered General 
Fouquet to join him at Lowenberg, where he left him, and with 
the main army advanced to Sagan, at which place he arrived the 

twenty- 



in Gbrmamyi x759« 163 



twenty-ninth of Auj^ufl:^ and General Ziethen paffed the Bober^ 

and took poft on the hiUs behind Sorau^ with a great wood behind 

him, which goes quite to Sagan. On the thirtieth the Auftrian 

army marched to Mufka; on the thirty-firft to Forft, and the 

day following back to TriebeK The fecond of September the van- September* 

guard went to Sorau with an intention to attack General Ziethen^ 

who on the approach of the Auftrians retired unmolefled through 

the wood to Sagan, paiTed the bridge and joined Prince Henry, ^ 

who was encamped on the other fide of the town. On the third how* 

ever the whole Auftrian army went to Sorau, with what intention 

it is impoflible to judge, for he could not think of bringing Prince 

Henry to battle, or of entering Silelia on that fide ; I therefore 

think it was to prevent Prince Henry joining the king, or going 

into Poland behind them, which the Ruffians were afraid of, and 

fo this motion was made merely to make them eafy on that fuhjeSt. 

Their fears were ill grounded, for as the armies then flood futh a 

junction was impoflible, and the other moVement not to be per« 

formed. 

Prince Henry obferving that the Auftrian army was fixty miles 
from the frontiers of Bohemia, from whence they drew their fub- 
fiftence, very naturally thought by marching back towards Laa- 
ban, Marfhal Daun would be obliged to return inflantly towards 
Bohemia, and take fome poft oh the line of communication be- 
tween Silefia and Saxony, and by that means maintain his com- 
munication with that country and his magazines in Bohemia: on 
the fifth of September accordingly this Prince left Sagan, and 
marched behind the Bober to Lauban, and on the ninth arrived at 
Neuftadt not far from Lauban, on which General de Ville, who 
had been left at Marcklifla to cover Bohemia, left that place, and 
the fifth came to Lauban, which gave the Pruflians an opening to 
fend General Stutterheim over Marcklifla, to ruin the Auftrians 

Y 2 . depots 
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depots at Friedland and GabeU which he compleatly eicecutech 
On the approach of Prince Henry, de ViUe feft Lauban, and rc^ 
tired to G6rlitz» and the PrufHans took pofieflion of Lauban. * Oa 
the ninth de Viltc*s corps had been confiderably reinforced : how- 
ever as Prince Henry made a motion towards his left flank, de 
Ville quitted his camp near Gorlitz, and retired to fiautzen. The 
Pruffians advanced and camped on the Landfcron beyond that town* 
This mancEuvre of Prince Henry of courfc obliged Marfhal 
Daun to leave Lufiatia, and run back towards Bohemia; accordingfy 
on the ninth of September he left Sorau, and marched througli 
a very clofe and difficult country by Spremberg to Bautzen, where 
he arrived the thjuiieth. The rear of one of the columns was 

■ 

attacked by the Pruffians under General Krokow, who with one 
tboufand horfe had been fentto obferve their march; he took in this 
affair, about two hundred prifoners and a great number of wag;-^ 
gons. Both armies continued for fome time in their camps, the 
Pruffians about Gorlitz, and the Auflrians at Bautzen ; MarffiaT 

* • 

Daun had refolved to advance againd Prince Henry, with what 
view I dont know,, or can even conjedlurc. Accordingly the arniy ' 
marched the twenty-third to Riechenbach, and the day following 
the attack was to have been made, but Prince Henry avoided it 
hy retiring. At this time the few Pruffians which were in Saxony 
under General Finck, were hardly preiTed by the Imperialifts.. 
who had taken Drefden ; wherefore Prince Henry refolved to 
march into Saxony ; to accomplish this defign and avoid fightings 
on the twenty-third at night he left Gorlitz, and marched the 
whole night; in the morning he came to Rothenberg, and hav-> 
ing halted a few hours proceded to Klitten^, where he arrived at 
midnight on the twenty-fourth; the next morning he proceeded to 
Hoyerfwerda^ where General Vehla with about two thoufand 

* A village on the Takmer, between the Gros and Kleine Heyde*. 

men 
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men was encamped, never dreaming the enemy could come there^ 

he was furrounded, Airprized in his camp, and taken with aU his 

men, four or five hundred only With one or two cannon however, 

I dont know how, efcaped and came to Bautzen ^ there Prince 

Henry remained to let his troops recover themfelves, till the 

twenty-eighth, when he marched by Elfterwerda to Torgau, where 

he arrived the fecond of October, and pn the fourth joined General OAobm 

Finck at Strehlin. 

Prince Henry in quitting Gorlitz had begun his march towards 
Hulbau, but foon turned off to the left. However Mar(hal Daun 
was deceived by this, believing he was gone to Silefia, and fo the 
Marfhal continued his march to Gorlitz, where he was informed of 
the real route Prince Henry had taken, upon which he returned 
the twenty- fifth of September towards Drefden, and encamped at 
Kefielfdorff, beyond that city. From this titnt to the end of the 
campaign, the operations of the Auftrian army were connedbed 
with thofe af the Imperialifts. We mufi: therefore relate the 
tranfadions of this lad until the arrival of the Auftrian army in 
Saxony, at the end of September, and then conclude with their 
}oint operations^ till the end of this canipaign. But before we 
proceed to that part, we beg leave to make fome obfervations oa 
what we have ieen done by the refpedlLve armies in Lufatia. 



REFLECTION S. 

Of all the follies that ever entered the head of any Miniftcr or 
General, that of bringing one hundred and forty thoufand men, 
with at Icaft forty thoufand horfe of diflfercnt fpccies, into a country 
where ten thoufand could not fubfift a fortnight, and where there 

was 
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vas nothing to do^ is the grcateft. This was now the cafe, and 
bad neither Prince Henry nor the king interfered^ thefe immenfe 
armies could not have remained in Lufatia a week longer. The 
[ Ruffians muft have taken their nvtrch one way or other towards 
Poland ; and the Auftrians muft have returned towards Saxony and 
Bohemia^ becaufe they could not fubfift where they were, nor had 
they any thing to do there at all ; there was nothing to be done, 
I repeat it* In juftice to the memory of Marfhal Daun, I muft 
explain the motives of this very abford meafure. The Court of 
Vienna during the whole war, wanted to engage the Ruffians to 
pafs the Oder, and leave a part at leaft of their army with them i 
becaufe they faw the Ruffians came late into the field, and for 
want of fubfiftence retired very foon, to take their quarters behind 
the Viftula* The Ruffians for very obvious reafons would and 
indeed could not, come into this projed. However having gained 
two great vidtories they confented to pafs the Oder, and advance 
a day or two's marqh into Lufatia^ on condition, firft that Marffial 
DauQ ihould fend them another confiderable reinforcement, (which 
was done, for general Haddick joined them,) fecondly, that the 
Marffial ihould advance with his whole army to hinder Prince 
Henry joining the king« This was the motive which brought 
Marfhal Daun into that country. We have feen the effeds of fuch 
prepofterous meafures. 

Prince Henry has gained great reputation by his conduct on this 
occafion^ which is the only foundation, that is known to the 
world of that glory which he enjoys. He has acquired the name 
of a confummate general. Many people place him above the king. 
Why I cannot conceive; for, in the firft place, the meafure he 
purfued in marching back to Lauban, and placing himfelf on 
Marflial Daun's line of communication, was fo very obvious ; 
that had he not done it, he muft have paffisd for ever for a block- 
head ^ 
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head ; the operation itfelf could meet with no obilacles^ for there 
was nobody in his way ; de Ville had a corps. Prince Henry hid 
an army. As to his going afterwards to Saxony^ I have already 
(hewn, that the Auftrians can take no pofition in Lufatia^ which 
will prevent the Pruflians from going out of Silefia into Saxony^ 
and vice verfa. The king when he faw the Ruffians direct their 
march over Guben towards Silefia, might have fpared himfelf, 
and his troops, much unnecefiTary trouble, if inftead of following 
them himfelf, he had left it to the care of Prince Henery (then 
behind the Bober;) and marched to Bautzen, which would have 
brought Marfhal Daun thither, and moreover hindered him from 
going into Saxony, which perhaps would have enabled his Majefty 
to fave or retake Drefden. 

What happened on this occafion confirms the doArine we laid 
down in our firfl volume, concerning the line of operation, and a 
defenfive war. If the enemy's line is confiderably long, inftead 
of oppofing liis progrefs in front, and running the hazard of a 
battle, you muft a£t on his line, which will force him to fall 
back. 



CHAP. i^V. 

Of the Operadoni of the Imperial Army. 

THB Imperial army had lain in Franconia during the winter, 
and were making difpofitions for opening the campaign as ibon 
as poffible, collecting magazines on every fide ; and had occupied 
Erfurth, which they propofed making their place of arms, the 
enfuing campaign* This Prince Henry refolved to hinder, and 

concerted 
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concerted his mcafures with Prince Ferdinand of firunfwick^ who 
on his fide agreed to fend a fmall corps towards Fulda and Herfch- 
feld».on the enemy's left flank, while the Pruflians advanced in 
Ptbruary. front. Xhe projcdt was accordingly executed in the end of February 
and the beginning of March. The pofts of the Imperial army 
were every where drove back ; fo that the Imperialifls loft what 
March, magazines they had colle<5ted. On the twentieth of March the 
prince returned to Saxony, and the corps of the allies to their 
quarters. 
April. In April Prince Henry made an incurfion into Bohemia, as we 
May. have feen, and retired into Saxony. In May he marched again 
againft the Imperialifts, and drove them back beyond Nuremberg ; 
and having ruined a great number of their depots, retired again 
into Saxony. 

Upon this the Imperial army affembled, and about the middle 
July, of July advanced towards Leipzig, which was given up to them, 
Aoguft. withoyt a fiege, the fifth of Auguft ; from hence they proceeded 
to Wittenberg, which they took in the fame manner ; from hence 
they went to Drefden, already blocked up by General Brentano, 
ficpiember. and took it the fourth of September without any oppofition, by 
capitulation. While they were occupied at Drefden, General 
Wunfch with nine batallions and as many fquadrons, from the 
garifon of Leipzig, Wittenberg, and Torgau, advanced to Wit- 
tenberg, which the Commandant gave up, without firing a (hot ; 
upon which he advanced to Torgau, where he arrived the thirtieth. 
In the night he ftormcd the place, and' General Kleefeld beat a 
parly at eleven o'clock, and capitulated. Immediately after, he 
marched towards Drefden, which he found had furrendered ; upon 
this he retired to Torgau. During his abfence General St. Andre 
who bad been left at Leipzig, came to Torgau, with a view of 
taking it i Wunfch attacked him, beat him, and took his camp. 

This 
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This action did General Wunfch much credit ; his corps confifted 
of eight batallions and fix fquadrons, whereas that of the enemy, 
was at leaft three times the number. The Imperialifls retired 
towards Drefden ; General Wunfch marched to Leipzig, and took 
it ; the garrifon was made prifoners of war. By all this one fees, 
that a brave man, with few troops, who have confidence in him, 
can do great things ; and that numbers are nothing in the hands 
of an ignorant Genesal. Wunfch had not above three thoufand 
men s the Imperialifls had thirty thoufand at leaft. We have 
thought it needlefs to trace particularly the marches and encamp* 
ments of the Imperial army» becaufe they had no enemy before 
them to make any difpofition necefTary. They could, and did 
advance unmolefted and unobferved ; for even Wunfch did not 
arrive in Saxony .until they had overrun the country, and were 
before Drefden, which as we have juft feen, they took alfo without 
any oppofition. The Commandant, General Schmettau, who had 
about three thoufand men in that town, might have defended it 
fome days,* which probably would have faved it. 

This conqiieft fccmed to lead to that of all Saxony, but from bad 
condud, or from the real difficulty of things, the Auftrians during 
the whole war could get no further; for though occafionally they ad- 
vanced towards Torgau, Leipzig, &c. yet at the end of every cam- 
paign they were finally forced to fall back to Drefden. The only 
ndvantage they reaped from the poffeflion of this place was, that 
they could canton a part of their army in Saxony about Drefden, 
and in the Ertzgcbiirg during the winter, cover Bohemia on that 
fide, and take the field fooner than ufual ; they could alfo affemble 
their army in Saxony without difliculiy, being maftcrs of thepaflcs ^ 
which lead out of Bohemia into that country. 

General Wunfch with his fmall corps was alone in Saxony, as 
we have feen, till the middle of September, when General Finck 

Vol. II. Z with 
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with twelve batallions, and eighteen fquadrons, arrived there, and 
ported himfclf by Eulenburg, where he was joined by General 
'Wunfch. The Imperial army had recalled all its detachments, 
and was encamped about Drcfden. The Pruffians advanced to Roth- 
fchonberg, and camped behind a great and deep ravin, and the Im- 
perialifts camped on the other fide. The Prufiians retired to 
Meiflcn, and were followed by the Imperialifts, who harrafled their 
rear with advantage j and on the twenty-firft of September aft- 
tacked them, of which a<ftion we have the following account by 
the Imperialifts. 

. ** The Pruffian corps under General Finck, confiding of about 
'^ eighteen thoufand men, had their left near Melfi^en; their right on 
'** the heights of Korbitz; their front was covered by fome villages 
'*' and a deep ravin. The Prince of Deux-Ponts refolved to attack 
*' them. The rain rendered the march fo difficult, that General 
'< Haddickj who was to have attacked the enemy's right flanks 
<' thought it nece0ary to halt, and let the troops red, and cleaa 
■** and load their mufquets, which had been rendered unfit for fer- 
*' vice; the reft of the army did the fame. On the heights about 
<< Neuftadt the enemy perceiving our difpofitioo, fent aconfiderable 
*' corps to fupport the villages before his front; General Macguirc 
*' however attacked thefe villages, and after a vigorous refi fiance 
*• took them. In the mean time General Haddick advanced ; 
** Finck oppofcd him, with the greateft part of his corps, and at 
** firft had fome advantage; but Prince Lobkovitz advancing with 
'* his cavalry, drove that of the enemy back, and penetrated into their 
** infantry, and after an obftinate engagement forced them to fly on 
** all fides, leaving their cannon behind them. The night pre- 
** vented our purfuing them. We remained on the field of battle 
^' this night, and part of the following day. Haddick's corps re- 
••* tired to Taubenheim, that he might join the army. We have 

*» taken 
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^* taken fcvcral pieces of artillery, and three hundred prifoners. 
«< Our lofs amounts in killed, wounded, and miffing, to about 
«• lixteen hundred men." The Pruffians on the contrary fay, that 
they kept the field, which feems true : for the Imperialiils retired 
to their former camp after the battle. The idea offending General 
Haddick with a ftrong corps againft the enemy's right flank, was 
juft, and had it been well executed, would have been decifive, 
which induced General Finck to bring the greateft part of his 
force againd it, well knowing that if in this he fucceeded, he had his 
retreat fecured, and little to fear. Upon the whole it appears, 
that the Prufiians, though greatly inferior in numbers, behaved on 
this occafion with much firmnefs, wifdom, and bravery. 

The Imperial army remained in its camp at WilfdrufF, where it 
retreated after the battle till the twenty-feventh, when on receiving 
advice that the Prufiians under Prince Henry were advancing, and 
preparing to pafs the Elbe at Meiflen,. it was thought advifable to 
retire to Drefden, and cover that city. 

Upon Prince Henry's marching into Saxony Marfhal Daun did 
the fame, and on the twenty* fourth of September took his camp at 
KefTelfdorfF. As General Finck remained at Meiflen, Marshal 
Daun made the neceflary difpofition to attack him on the fecond of 
Odlober, which did not take place, becaufe this general very wifely oftobcr, 
retired towards Torgau, and joined Prince Henry at Strehla; the 
Auflrian army however advanced, and on the fixth arrived at 
Ofchatz, about three miles from the enemy; who had placed 
General Rebentifch with a corps on the heights of Eulenberg, to 
keep up the communication with Leipzig. 
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The Pruflians could not well be attacked in fronts and therefore the 
Marfhal ordered a corps towards Dahlen beyond their right, which 
if they waited in their prefent pofition, would come on their flank, 
while the army attacked them in front ; Prince Henry fent General 
Wunfch toobferve the corps above mentioned, and met him at Dah- 
len, upon which he retired towards Eolenberg to fupport Rebentifch^ 
ifneceflary. Both retired. The Auftrian corps advanced beyond 
Schilda ; all thefe manoeuvres of courfe obliged Prince Henry 
to retire to Torgau, from whence General Finck was fent to take 
pofleflion of Eulenberg. The twenty-fecond of Odobcr the 
Auflrian general advanced to Schilda^ he fent a flrong corps to 
Strehla under the duke of Aremberg to prevent the enemy; receiving 
any thing down the Elbe*; another corps under General Gem- 
ingen to Eulenberg, which .the Pniffians abandoned. Marfhal 
Daun was very intent on driving Prince Henry from Torgau be- 
fore he received the r-einforcemcnts, which were on. their, march 
from Silefia, for which purpofe the duke of Aremberg was ordered 
to take poft on the Elbe, behind the Pruffian army, which he 
accordingly did on the twenty-fifth^ when his^ corps arrived un- 
discovered at Domitfen. Upon which Prince Henry marched 
with Finck*s corps that way, and met General Brentano at the 
village Vogelgefang, where they had a fkirmifh till night,, but of 
no confequence :. to keep up the communication^, between this 
corps and his, Marflial Daun fent a very confiderable one, under 
General O'Doncl towards Eulenberg, Prince Henry was alarmed 
at thefe difpofitions which fcemed to portend a battle ; which he 
could not fuftain if attacked in front, flank, and rear at the fame 
time. Having obferved that the duke of Arcmberg's corps was- 
quitQ iiifulatcd and could not be fupportcd if immediately attacked,, 
before he or the other Auftrian corps took other poiitions ; he 
refolved to fend that very night General Wunfch with his corps- 

* Two batallions and two cannon^ were enoagiiy and too much^ becaufe the country behind 
was in the hands of the Auftrians, and confequently nothing could go that way to the Prufiians 
ait Torgau, The Author, 

over 
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over the Elbe, with orders to march down that river, repafs it 
at Wittenberg, join the corps under Rebentifch whto was not far 
from thence j and together attack the duke, while Prince Henry 
himfelf with part of his army did the fame on his fide, by which 
means the duke being attacked in front, flank, and rear, and having 
the Elbe behind him, muft have laid down his arms. On the 
twenty-ninth the two firft met the duke at Prctzch, (happily 
he had left Domitfch) attacked, beat him, and drove him back 
to Duben on the Mulda, with lofs of fome cannon, many killed 
and wounded, and about one thoufand men prifoners, among 
whom was General Gemingen. Of this Arange tranfa£tion the 
Auftrians give the following account. 

" It was refolved by Marflial Daun that the duke of Aremberg 
*' (hould leave the Elbe, and march to Kemberg, and General 
«« O'Donel to Diiben, and having ponfulted together, proceed 
** where they fhould think rnoft ufeful to the fervice. O'Donel 
" took his poft accordingly at Diiben, on the twenty-eighth; and 
*' the day following, the duke began his march to the place af- 
** figned him ; General Brentano conduced the rear, and came to 
** Pretzch, where they were met by Wunfch's corps and General 
*' Finck behind them, here a (harp adion enfued ; the duke conr 
** tinned his march ; but on coming to the heights by the village 
** Schnellin, he was met by Rebentifch's corps, whofe cavalry ad- 
•* vanced immediately, but was kept back by fome infantry till the 
** duke could get with his corps on a height by Sackwitz, where he 
** formed in order of battle, and determined to attack the enemy 
'• before him; but obferving that General Brentano to avoid being 
•* hemmed in between Wunfch and Finck's corps, was returning 
** to GUben, and that the three Pruflian corps were, clofing upon 
'* him on all fides, he thought it beft to retire alfo to Giiben. 
^* General O'Donel advanced with his corps towards Kemberg, to 
'' aid the duke, but having, as he faid, heard late of the afifair, 

^* did 
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«• did not come in time, or even near enough to fee the enemy > 
«5 and though the duke of Aremberg did all that could be done 
'^ to fccure his retreat^ with as little lofs as pbflible ; he could aot 
«* prevent the enemy taking fome baggage and a cannon or two^ 
** and making many prifoners : when we confider the proximity 
•• and pofition of the enemy, it is wonderful the whole corps did 
*« not perifh. The woods which cover the country helped to 
«« make a tolerable retreat. 

The Pruflians account is as follows : 

" The enemy wanted to cut off our communications on the Elbe 
*' behind US; for which purpofe on the twenty-eighth of October 
^' Marfhal Daun fent the Duke of Aremberg with iixteen thoufand 
*• men to Domitfch, which is on the Elbe, upon which Prince 
'* Henry at the head of Finck's corps, marched that way. Oar 

> ** column was to pafs through Vogclgefang, which the enemy en- 
*' deavoured to fet on fire, but in vain, our cannon drov€ th^m dff; 
** night coming on, we could not purfue them. The next day the 
•' prince reconnoitered the enemy, whom he found encamped very 
" advantageoufly, and fo it was not thought proper to attack him 

" *« in this port; upon which General Wunfch was detached the fame 
^' night to Wittenberg, and joined General Rebentifch, who was^ 
" at Bitterfeld; thefe two corps were to come by the road of Prctfch 
" to attack the enemy in the rear, Finck's corps in front, and Ge« 
•* neral Wedel with another was to go through the woods, and cut 
** off his retreat to Diiben, all which was to have been executed 
** the twenty-ninth. But the enemy having marched that morn- 
'* ing at break of day towards Pretfch, where he was going to en- 
** camp, met Wunfch and Rebentifch who were coming that way^ 
** Prince Henry advanced to Prctfch, but could do nothings 
** When the enemy iaw himfclf between two corps, he retreated to- 
•* wards DUbcn, one column went by Schoniedberg unpurfaed, the- 

♦•^ other 
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^^ other was followed with a continual cannonade by Rebentifchy 
^* by the route of GrafFenhayn. General Gemmingen who com- 
** manded the rear^ wa$ attacked near Sackwitz by General Platen^ 
'* with his own regiment of dragoons and Gendorff's huflars, and 
^< beat. He himfelf and above a thoufand men were taken prifon* 
^' ers^ and one cannon 1 we found much baggage in the woods. 

^' After this adion the Auftrians under O'Donel retired to Eulen- 
^* berg, and the Duke of Aremberg to Kulen, on the left of the 
^* army> with his advanced pofts at Thalnitz*/' 



REFLECTIONS. 



The abfurdity offending a confiderable corps behind an enemy » 
where a patrole of twenty men cannot go without danger^ is fo very 
obvious, that one wonders it e^ver happened; yet this and a thou- 
fand other ridiculous manceuvres are daily made. No corps can be 
pofled behind an enemy, within a good march at leafl, linlefs it is 
fupported by the whole army, becaufe it cannot remain there ai^ 
hour without danger; and unlefs you propofe attacking the enemy 
inflantly on one of his flanks, fo that your right or left communi- 
cates with that corps ; and moreover, you alfo manoeuvre againf); his 
front, or part of it at leaft. Whether Marihal Daun intencjcd at- 
tacking the enemy or not, he fhould have brought his left to 
Eulenberg, and pofted General O'Donel's detachment between 
it and the Duke of Aremberg, which would have faved him and 
his corps. There was no danger in this, becaufe Prince Henry 
could not leave his camp and pafs between the Marfbal's right and 
the Elbe. What the Marfhal did was the more dangerous, as he 
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knew the PrufCans had a corps behind the Duke of Aremberg, not 
a day's march off, and that Prince Henry covered with the woods, 
might bring any part of his forces unmolefted, (which really hap« 
pened>) to attack him in front, while the other came behind him. 
General O'Donel, inftead of going fair and foftly towards Ken>- 
berg, Hiould have inftantly marched where the adiion was, which 
he knew very well from the firing, which was loud enough, but 
he took quite another road. Befides the danger of the plan pur- 
fued, it was foolifl) and u&lefs ; for Prince Henry had bis con^- 
munication open on the right of the Elbe as far as Berlin, and 
great depots at Torgau itfelf. So that no manoeuvre on the left 
of the river where both armies flood, couM oblige him to quit 
his poiition, unlefs you fought him and drove him by force out 
of it. 

The feafbn being far advanced, and the weather very cold and 
fevere, Marfhal Dauh after this tranfadion determined to march 
November, back to Drefden ; accordingly on the fourth of November the 
army left Schilda, and returned by the fame road it came to Dref- 
den, where it arrived the feventeenth of November, followed 
clofe at the heels by the Pruffians, who had fent a confiderablc 
corps beyond the Mulda, which afted conftantly on the Marfhal 's 
flank, and fomc of the parties ient, by this corps were got to the 
neighbourhood of Drefden before him; thiis made him haften 
his march, which was fo welt conduced that he did not fuflfer 
any lofs worth mentioningj^ though many fkirmiflies happened^ 
which naturally are more advantageous to the purfuers, than to 
the purfued. 
• During this retreat the king came to the army, which advanced 

to the heights of KeflelfdorfF, feparated from the Auftrians by a 
brook, or rather a torrent, when it rains, called the Weiftritz^. 

which falls into the Elbe below Drefden. 

The 
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The king thought it dangerous to attack the Auftrians in this 
ilrong pofition^ but determined to force them to quit Drefden, 
by cutting off their communication with Bohemia. For which 
purpofe^ he fent Geneial ,Finck witli a great corps by Freybcrg 
to Dippoldifwalda, and from thence to Maxen» exadly behind 
the Auflrian army, from whence he could fend detachments into 
Bohemia, and had this general been fuffered to flay there, the 
Auftrians mud have abandoned Drefden, paiTed the Elbe, and 
marched by the paflcs of Rumburg and Gabel, into Bohemia. 
But Mar(hai Daun and thofe about him in whom he confided, 
were not men to be frightened out of the country. So far from 
it, that it was refolded inflantly to attack this corps, and in fuch 
a manner, as to leave it no ifTue whereby to efcape, and fo open 
the communication with Bohemia. They were refolved to repair 
the fault committed at Pretfch, and do the bufinefs more effec- 
tually than the Pruffians did theirs. As the country about Dref- 
den, has been the fcene of many military tranfadtions, I think it 
will be ufeful to thofe who may be brought to adt hereafter in it, 
if I give a defcription of it; which I am the more inclined to do, 
becaufe I found on the prefent occafion, that the Auflriaps and 
Truflians were equally unacquainted with it. 

Drefden lies on the Elbe in a vale; on the left of the river the 
ground rifes gradually fpr about three miles, till you come to the 
village of Rainchen, which ftands on the highcft fpot. Immc- 
diately at the foot of it runs a narrow vale, from the left towards 
the right as you fland with your back towards Drefden ; in this 
vale is the village of PoflcndoriF, through which the high road 
from Drefden to Dippoldifwalda, and Freybcrg goes ; the vale 
runs to the right into a hollow ground, where is the village of 
Potzfchappcl, from whence you go up a fleep hill to KefTclfdorfF, 
where the PrufCans van was encamped and their army diredly be-. 

A a 2 hind 
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hind it. To Potzfchappcl come many fprings, which form the 
Weiftritz ; this runs through a very narrow vale to Plauen,! and 
cannot be paiTed any where but at Plauen, and lower down under 
the cannon of Drefden^ for which reafon the camps of Plauen and 
KefTelfdorff* were thought extremely ftrong. fieyond Pbflendorif 
on the other fide of the vale we firft mentioned, the ground is 
alfo very high^ on which ftand Rabenau^ CarfdorfF, and other 
villages ; about half a mile further oa to the right of the road, 
which goes to Dippoldifwalda, begins a great forcft called the 
Tharandifcherwaldct which goes for many miles towards Freybcrg^. 
and beyond it. This foreft is impehetrable for troops j which* 
obliged the king to order General Finck to go a great way. about 
by Freyberg, to Dippoldifwalda, and (6 on to Maxen. 

The quarter mafter general Count Lacy, to whom the Author 
was then attached by duty, as he is now by gratitude ; having 
traced the camp at Plauen went to follow fome Prufiian huflars, 
in hopes of taking fome of them, and get intelligence of Finck's 
corps ; coming on the heights near PoiTendorff, he obferves, that 
the enemy might ^march down KeflelfdorfF, to Potzfchappel, and 
on either fide to the heights on which he then flood, or the other 
oppofite by Rabenau ; both which pofls would enable him to cut 
us off from Bohemia, and the more, fo as the diflance from Kef- 
felfdoriF to the heights, is not half an hour's march; On coming 
to head quarters he informed the Marfhal of thefe circumflances,^ 
and the Marfhal immediately ordered General Sincere, with a 
very great corps of infantry and cavalry, to take pofl on the heights 
this fide the vale of PofiendorfT; this was done on the nineteenth**. 
The Marfhal being informed that General Finck was at Dippol- 
difwalda, determined to attack him there; accordingly having: 

• Tielke &y$ General Sincere wu detached on the eighteenth. See note H. 
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ordered General Sincere's corps^ to be reinforced by feme cavalry, 
on the nineteenth it marched to Dippoldifwalda ; it fnowed very 
much. On coming there, we found Fincic was gone that very 
morning to Maxen ; his baggage, efcorted by a bktallion of light 
infantry, was then marching through a village called Rheinhartf- 
grimme, and getting with all hafte into a little wood beyond it, 
through which goes the road to Maxen, This of courfe required 
a new.difpolition, which was as follows. 

A corps was to be left at Dtppoldifwalda, to keep our rear 
fecure ; that under Sincere was to march next morning to feek the 
enemy ; General Brentano was to advance from the neighbourhood 
Off Drefden, and come behind the enemy ; and finally the Impe- 
rial army was to proceed on the right of the ravine of Dohna, 
and come on the enemy's left flank, fo that having the Elbe be- 
hind, all hopes of efcaping were cut off. The Marihal at the 
fame time gave all the neceflfary orders to the army, in cafe that 
of the enemy made any motions* 

On the twentieth at break of day the troops got underarms, 
and formed, expeding the order' to march. At length the Marshal 
accompanied by many generals and officers, came to the line, but 
no orders for marching were given, becaufethefe gentlemen, who 
pretended to know the country, raifed many difficulties to difluade 
the Marfhal from marching. They faid the roads were imprac- 
ticable; happily. Major Fabri (now a lieutenant general in the 
Emperor's ferviccy a zealous and an excellent officer,) had been 
reconnoitring that way i he arrived and reported to the Marfhal 
that the roads were good, and that in lefs than two hours, the 
troops might be formed on the hill behind the wood ; upon which 
the Marflial ordered him to condu£l them, and they marched 
accordingly. The country between Dippoldifwalda, and Maxen, 
is as follows. A little beyond the former place, is a village, Rhein- 

hartfgrimme^. 
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hartfgrimroe, and beyond that a wood about half a mile in extent, 
(reprefented as impafTable, though the enemy had pafled the pre- 
ceding day,) upon coming out of it; to the right is a hill^ which 
commands the :wood and the road, within one hundred yards^ the 
road goes along the fide of it, clofe to a ravine on the left ; from 
the top of the hill runs a narrow plain, for about a mile, which is 
bounded by another hill, much. higher, which commands it. On 
this the PruiHans were placed with Maxen behind them; within 
one hundred yards of this hill^ which is fleep, the plain which leads 
to it is broke by two fmall ravines to the right and left, which 
leaves a pafTage only of about forty yards, through which the 
Auflrians muft advance, within one hundred yards of the enemy's 
line^ covered by many batteries. The Auflrians pafTed the wood 
unmolefledj the grenadiers took poffeflion of the hill before it, 
and halted there till the artillery was brought upon it, and the reft 
of the troops arrived ; . then proceeded to the enemy, with a very 
narrow front, a batallion or two. On. the right the artillery 
.moved^ and did the enemy much damage: on coming to the nar* 
row pafs above mentioned, the front was ftill more contracted, by 
which a moment's time was loft, however in a few minutes they 
got over it, and with extraordinary rapidity entered the enemy's 
redoubts; here they halted, till the whole came up and formed 
on the ground, where the enemy had ftood, and which runs in 
a flope quite to the Elbe about Pirna. While this was doing, on 
the fide of the Auftrians, the Pruffians retired to Maxch, and 
formed a new line on fome heights behind it; the Auftrian grena- 
diers advanced, drove them out of Maxen ; the reft followed, 
keeping to the left to avoid breaking the line, and to come on the 
enemy's right flank; and after a faint refiftance forced hifix to re- 
tire; the Auftrians purfued him, from hill to hill, till night put 
an end to the aflfair for the prcfent. In the night the Marfhal was 
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informed that the enemy approached Dippoldifwalda^ upon which 
he ordered a body of troops to occupy the poftat Riippchen^ where 
Sincere's corps had been, before it marched to Dippoldifwalda^ 
with orders to advance if neceflary, to fupport the troops which 
had been placed there^ and to prevent the king from fending any 
fuccours to Maxen, through the valley, which was found to run 
from KcflclfdorfF by Poffendorff, to the laft place; and another 
on the heights of Maxen, likewifc to fupport Dippoldifwalda^. 
in cafe the enemy advanced that way; thefe difpoiitions being 
made^ the Marihal was prevailed upon to go into a houfe at Maxen 
to reft ; in the morning before day break he came to the troops^ and 
ordered fome cannon to advance, and fire towards the place where 
the enemy was fuppofed to be ; in a little time a trumpet was 
heard to found, the fire ceafed, but nobody appearing, it begaa 
again. A trumpet founded a fecond time, and the fire ceafed« 
The day was breaking, and foon after came General Rebentifch, 
and furrendered the troops prifoners of war.. They were fo en-^ 
tangled, that it was near twelve* o'clock before they could be 
brought out of the hole, where they had lain pell mell the whole 
night. They were carried to the great Garden, near Drefden. 
The corps confifled of nine generals and about twelve thoufand 
men, (even ty pieces of cannon, &c. Thus ended this extraordi- 
nary affair, with little lofs on either fide during the battle. I was 
prcfcnt, and therefore the reader may rely on the veracity of this 
^ account. I have omitted feveral particulars, as names of the 
regiments, &c* becaufe I thought them no ways neccflary to ex- 
plain the a<ftion itfelf; ground and difpofition are the only things 
to be confidered, unlefs, as it fometimes happens, a particular ma- 
noeuvre, on either fide contributes to the decifion of the buflnefs, 

which was not here the cafe. 
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The Prufiians did not upon the whole behave on this occafion 
as they generally do, which h eafily explained, if we confider the 
human heart. From the firft moment the Auflrians appeared. Ge- 
neral Finck muft perceive he was loft ; he had before him a ftrong 
corps of which he could not know the numbers, behind his right, 
at no great diftance, the Auftrian army; and a corps under General 
Brentano approaching him on that fide ; behind him was the Elbe, 
on his left the ravine of Dohna, on the other fide of which within 
mufquet (hot, was a great part of the Imperial army, which fired 
on his flank during almoft the whole adion, and annoyed him not 
a little. In fuch a fituation. it is no wonder if he defpaired; 
neither he nor any general on earth, could have efcaped the ca-> 
taftrophe which befell him. If the reader will recollcA we faid, 
that clofe to the wood through which the Auftrians psfifed there 
was a hill, very high and fteep ; and rendered uncommonly diffi- 
cult to mount, by the great quantity of fnow which fell the nine- 
teenth and twentieth^ fucceeded by a fevere froft ; he will think 
as I do, that if General Finck had pofted fourbatallions and feme 
<:annon on this hill, with parties in the wood, the Auftrians would 
have found it difficult, or perhaps impoilible to advance that way, 
which would have protracted the affair, and given time for the 
king to fend reinforcements to difengage him, or for him to march 
in the night on his right, through the woods towards !Rabenau, 
between Dippoldifwalda, and Drefden. The fituation of Marfhal 
Daun could he have been ftopped here, was very critical, info- 
much that any motion either Finck or the king, made on that fide, 
would have forced him to abandon the enterprize, and feek his 
own fafety; but this not having been done, no obftacles could 
poffibly have prevented his fuccefs. Had the king known the 
country; firft, he would not have fent General Finck to Maxen, 
without occupying the heights at Rabenau, not a mile from his 
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camp» and not much more from Maxen^ by which neither one 
or other could be attacked, but in front. Had he known the 
country, he would have fent a corps through the valley on the 
twentieth towards Maxen, which would have greatly embarrafTed 
Marfhal Daun» and cut off the troops he had left at Dippoldif- 
walda. It was not known then by the Auftrians, that the valley 
fo often mentioned, runs from Keflelfdorff to Maxen; and when 
it was known. General Lacy trembled at the danger which might 
have happened, and inflantly ordered fome works to be raifedon 
the. heights of Rabenau, which commanded the vale towards 
Potzfchappel and KeffelfdorfF, which the author of this work ex« 
ccuted the two following days ; fo that thefe works and the corps 
placed at Dippoldifwalda, onade it impoflible for the enemy to 
make the leaft motion on that fide, which enabled the Marfhal to 
extend his quarters in Saxony behind thefe pofls, as far as the 
mountains which feparate that Eledtorate from Bohemia. I have 
been very particular in the defcription of the ground, becaufe in a 
mountainous country, if it is not perfedlly known, every ftep an 
army takes may be attended with the moil fatal confequences, of 
which we have before our eyes, a very ftriking example* 

In all this tranfadion, and thofe which lead to it from Torgau 
to Maxen, two things are remarkable, and ferve to confirm our 
principles ; iirfl, that no army however ftrong, can keep its 
ground if you advance againft it in front, and at the fame time 
fend a powerful corps to a£t on its flank and rear. 

Secondly, that if you do not keep up the communication, be« 
tween the army and fuch corps, they will be loft, if the enemy 
is at all an able officer. This laft axiom having been negleded, 
the Auftrians narrowly efcaped the fate of General Finck at Pretfch, 
under the Duke of Aremberg ; and the Pruflian corps was entirely 
deftroyed. We cannot therefore but wonder that fo great a cap* 
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tain fts iht Ring of Pcix&it, having the example of Pretfch before 
his 6yes, fliould within a fortnight have repeated the fault : it it 
poilible in vrzt, as in moft other ifituations, to over-do a things 
and drivie the nail further than it can go. The King of Proflit 
has been guilty of this fault more than once. He had won the 
biattle at Franckfurt, had he known when to ftop; he did not, and 
the victory was torn out of his hands. Let us refume our nar- 
ration. 
December. The king fent a fmall corps under General Dierke» up the 
right of the Elbe towards Meiflen, which Mar(hal Daun ordered 
General Beck to attack, who executed his commiflion compleatly. 
On the third of December, this general direded his march fo that 
he came on the Pruflians left flank, attacked, and drove them to 
the Elbe, where having no bridge, they were all taken with their 
general : another proof that no corps or army (hould camp with 
a wing on a river, morafs, or precipice, becaufe if they are 
attacked on the flank, and beat, they are loft. 

After the aflTair of Maxen, the king had applied to Prince Fer- 
dinand for a reinforcement, which accordingly arrived under the 
Prince of Brunfwick at the end of December, and was pofted on 
the right. The king advanced to reconnoitre the Auftrians, on 
the fide of Freyberg, and finding them well fortified made no 
attempt ; and in the month of February the Pruflians returned to 
Meiflen. 

The Imperial army having left the greateft part of the Auftrians, 
who had joined them, with Marflial Daun, quitted the field the 
fcventh of December, and marched through Bohemia, and Voigbt- 
land, into winter quarters in Franconia; the head quarters were 
at Bamberg. So the campaign ended on this fide. 

In the fummer. General Harfch, with a vfery powerful corps, or 
rather army, entered Silcfia, twice, on the fide of Landfliut, where 
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the Pruflian General Fouquet, with very confiderable forces^ was 
encampedt who repulfed the former both times^ and the laft with 
fome lofs, the Auftrian General having embroiled himfelf among 
the mouiftains^ which he did not fufEciently know. 

Having made my obfervations on the plan of operations, and #a 
the feveral tranfadions, which occurred during this campaign, I 
hope the Reader will . comprehend, why the Auflrians and their 
allies, with near two hundred thoufand men, did not gain any 
confiderable advantage over the Pruffians, who never had above 
half the number, and why the victories of Paltzig, Franckfurt, 
and MeiiTen, were not followed by any folld fuccefs;. it was cer- 
tainly owing to the bad plan, which the Auflrians had formed for 
this campaign. Had the governor of Drefden done his duty, he 
might have held out a few days at leaA, and this would have beea 
fufiicient, to have faved that important place. And (b the cam** 
paigQ would have ended exadly where it began.. 
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Note A. 



COLONEL Tcmpclhoff(an officer of diftin<aion in thePruffian 
fervice^ and from that circumftance perhaps a better autho- 
rity than General Lloyd, for the detail of the Pruflian opera- 
tions^) gives a very different^ and I think a more intelligible, 
and accurate account of thefe movements ; according to him» 
General Fouquet did not join the king's army at Gibau, but at 
Krenau, which happened not on the twelfth of May, but on the 
fixteenth and the three following days; confequently this junftion 
was fubfequent, to the fecond expedition the king made againfl: 
General De Ville's corps, not previous to it : his majefty had 
advanced from Littau to a camp near Profnitz, (not Czetkowitz) 
fituated between Studenitz and Stareckowitz, his head quarters at 
Schmirfitz, where he arrived on the eleventh with nineteen batal* 
lions, and forty-eight fquadrons, here he joined the Prince of 
Wiirtemberg, whom he had left with two batallions of foot, ten 
fquadrons of dragoons, and as many of Werner's hufTars, and 
having detached General Seidlitz on the evening of the twelfth, 
with two regiments of dragoons, and three hundred hufTars to 
Tobitfchaw, to colledt forage and provifion, which General 
Lentulus was to bring to the army; for which purpofe he fol- 
lowed Seidlitz, with a batallion of grenadiers, and three hundred 
cuirafBers, efcorting a number of bread waggons and pack horfes ; 
his majefty the better to fecure the obje£k of this detachment, de- 
termined to drive back De Ville's corps, and on the thirteenth 
marched himfelf, with three batallions of foot, twenty- three 
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fquadrons of cuiraffiers and dragoons, and fifteen of huflars diredly 
to Prodlitz ; General De Ville being apprized of the king's ap- 
proacht broke up hiscamp^ and fentavray his baggage to Raufnitz, 
which he had time to do before the enemy's columns could get 
at him, through the Defiles, which lay before his front; he 
himfelf (though at firft he made a fliew' of maintaining his pod, 
probably the better to fecure his tents and baggage,) retired oa 
the king^s approach in good order, firft to Wifcfaau, and then to 
Raufnitz, with the lofs only of fix teen killed, and forty-one 
prifoners. The king's cavalry advanced as far as Wifchau, the 
infantry occupied PrSdlitz, the king himfelf returned to Schmir- 
fitz, leaving the detachment to the Prince of Wurtemberg. 
who, having feized a magazine of meal and forage, which the 
enemy had left in Wifchau, and fent it under the efcorte of his 
infantry to the camp by Schmirfitz, retired hinafelf^ abd went 
back to his old poft near Profnitz% 
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Note B* 



A CLOSE attention to dates» and an accurate detail of tht Juries 
of events are To abfolutely neceflaryy to enable a reader to 
comprehend clearly, and reafon juftly upon military operations, 
(but mofl; efpecially when as in the prefent inflance, every pofition 
occupied, every movement executed, was good or bad, according 
to the relative fituation of the enemy,) that , I truft, I fhall be 
excufed if I add another long note, containing a few more details, 
borrowed likewife from Colonel TempelhoiF's work. 

On the king's firfl arrival in Moravia, the infantry of his own 
corps was cantonned in Littau, and the villages lying beyond the 
Mora on the fide of Olmutz ; that belonging to Marfhal Keith's 
divifion was partly encamped near Starnau, partly in cantonments 
in the villages between Neuftadt, Littao, and Starnau, the whole 
cavalry encamped ; Mar(hal Keith's ovens were in Sternberg^ 
covered by the free batallions of Le Noble, and Saletimon i thofe 
belonging to the king were in Littau. On the fifth, the king 
drew ten batallions from Keith's corps to his own ; it was with 
a part of this reinforcement, and fix regiments of cavalry and 
dragoons, that his majefly marched to fupport Werner's detach- 
ment, in the firft expedition made againft De Ville. The fixth 
on learning the approach of Laudohn, the king drew twenty-three 
batallions, and thirteen fquadrons into the camp of Afchmeritz, 
near Littau, while the Prince of Wiirtemberg's corps pofted at 
Profnitz^ kept De Ville in check* 

On 
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On the eighth of May, this was the difpofition of the Pruflian 
forces. In the camp of Afchmeritz, twenty-five batallions, 
thirty-three fquadrons under the command of the king himfelf.*— » 
In that near Newftadt under Lieutenant General Forcade, eight ba- 
tallions, twenty-four fquadrons — In the camp near Starnau, under 
theMarkgrave Charles ninebatallions, iixteen fquadrons — In Stern-* 
bergy two free batallions. — In the camp of Profnitz under the Prince 
of Wurtembergy two grenadier batallions, and thirty fquadrons. 
On the nearer approach of the Auilrians, the king called In 
Lieutenant General Forcade, with fix batallions, and five fqua- 
dronSy and the Markgrave Charles replaced him with feven batal- 
lions from Starnau; on the eleventh the king marched as we have 
already feen, with nineteen batallions, and forty-eight fquadrons 
to Profnitz, leaving Marfhal Keith with fifteen batallions, and as 
many fquadrons, in the camp of AfchmeritZj thefe alterations 
were made in confequence of intelligence received, that Marshal 
Daun was directing his march by Brinn. 

The above difpofition lafted with very little variation, till Ge- 
neral Fouquct arrived with the artillery, &c.. when the fiege began. 
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Note C. 



IF our author had had an opportunity of referring to a moft ex-^ 
cellent account of this battle, publifhed by Captain Tieike, an 
officer in the Saxon fcrvice, who was prefent at it, and had been 
affifted by the infpedlion of the accurate and very detailed plans 
with which his work is illuflrated, he would, I think, have found 
himfelf at no lofs to conceive and to convey to his readers a very 
perfedl idea of all the movements fubfcquent to the adlion, as well 
as the circumflances of the adlion itfelf ; be would have found that 
the king's firft attack on the enemy's right not having fucceeded, 
he with his ufual quicknefs and ability immediately changed his 
plan, and leaving General Seidlitz with the cavalry under his com* 
mand, to protect the retreat of the broken grenadiers, and favour 
their rallying, advanced with his right wing to renew the attack oa 
the other extremity of the Ruffians fquare, where he was more 
fuccefsful; for though he met with a vigorous refiftance, he finally 
drove the enemy quite beyond ZomdorfF and the marfhy rivulet, 
towards the fheepfold, where they formed again in a fquare, as 
marked in the plan No. III. fo that the two armies changed 
places, that of the Pruffians making a fort of wheel to the left, 
upon their own center. The ill fucccfs of the king's firft attack 
was owing (as at Collin the year' before) to his orders not having 
been obeyed with fufficient punduality by the general who com- 
manded the firft line of infantry, who by not fufficiently inclining 
to his left as he advanced, loft (as the king himfelf obferves in his 
memoirs) the protcdion of the marfliy rivulet which ran towards 
the enemy's right flank ; and v^hat was worfc, found himfelf dreffed 
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with the eight batallions of grenadiers, behind whom he ought to 
have been formed to fuftain their attack. 

The circumftance which mod puzzles ourauthor, viz. the move- 
ment of the Ruffians on the twenty-feventh to Grafs and Klein Cam- 
ming by which they marched along the greateft part of the Pruf- 
fians front, and turned their left wing, he would have found ac- 
counted for by the nature of the ground, and a thick fog which 
concealed their march. With refpedt to his majefty's condudl 
fubfequent to the adtion, perhaps the general's criticifms may be 
better founded : in the firft place, if inftead of throwing back his 
left wing towards Zicher, when he encamped in the afternoon of 
the twenty-iixth, he had extended it to the heights between Wilk« 
erfdorf and Tamfell, and employed his numerous and vidorious ca- 
valry in fcowering the plain between that and the Drewitz wood, en- 
camping as in s s, he would have cut off General Fermorfrom hi^ 
heavy baggage, parked near Grofs Cammin, and the four thoufand 
grenadiers which guarded it, muft have fallen ; or if the king thought 
luch a pofition would have too much extended his line, his ma- 
jefly had Aill another effectual way of cutting off the final retreat 
of the enemy, even after he had retireji under cover of the fog ta 
Qrofs Cammin; for it appears evident, that by marching from hi& 
left through the intervals of that chain of ponds, which run from 
Wilkerfdorff towards the Maffin wood, and fo flrilcing into the 
road by which his firfl.and fecond columns marched to the field of 
battle on the twenty-fifth ; the Pruffian army might have taken up 
a very flrong pofition as in x x behind Batzlow and Blumenberg, ' 
the front covered by thofe two villages, and the left upon the Wartha^ 
in which fituation the Ruffians would have found them encamped 
acrofs the only roads by which it was poflible to retreat to Landfperg.. 

Bu.t a gcncrars operations are not always to be tried merely by 
ftridl principles of tadtics ; other reafons of war, and powerful one& 
too, totally independent of thofe, will often operate irrcfiftably; 
and this fccms to have been particularly the cafe with his Pruffian^ 
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Majefty, in theprcfent inftance ; the lofs he had fuflainedin this terrii. 
bic aftion, was very confiderable, and though much inferior in 
numbers to that of the Ruffians, was (confidering hiscircumftanccs,) 
much more fcverely felt by him, than by them; the moft com- 
plete vidlory over them, even though it fliould amount to a total 
dcftrudtion of their army, was to him but a partial advantage, a 
temporary deliverance from an enemy, that threatened to penetrate 
into his country on one frontier, but he had already done enough, 
on the twenty-fifth to check that; Marfhal Daun on another fide 
threatened, by wrefting Saxony out of his hands, to cut ofFat once all 
the finews of the war ; to oppofe him with fuccefs called for the 
exertion of all the ftrengthhis majefl:y could raufter : another adion 
therefore with the Ruffians, however it might terminate, would 
haye been highly detrimental to the general ftate of his affairs, if 
attended with any thing like the lofs he fuffcred in thefirft, and that 
was muchtobeapprehendcdif hehad driven them to defpair; befidcs 
every man the king loft was a foldier formed, a lofs but ill fupplied 
by the beft recruit, and yet even fo to replace them was to him an 
objedl of difficulty. The Ruffians on the other hand were little 
better thanavaft band of peafants', bravfe but ill difciplined, who 
if they had been deftroyed to a man, would by the opening of 
next campaign have been eafily replaced, and till the next cam- 
paign he knew he had at any rate nothing to fear from them. 
Cuftrin was fuccourcd, they could not fubfift any longer upon the 
banks of the Oder, ftill lefs could they attempt to pafs it, they 
muft therefore retire homewards ; and his majefty well knew they 
were not in a capacity to undertake any folid operation in their re- 
treat, with the fmalleft profpedt of fuccefs, particularly as they 
would have a Pruflian corps to follow them continually, and wait 
upon all their motions; for thefe reafons probably he did not pufh 
matters fo far as he might, and perhaps would have done, had he 
had no other enemy to cantcnd with. 

C c 2 Note 
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Note D. 

COLONEL TcmpclhofF's account differs from this both with 
refpcd to the grofs amount of the Pruflian forces and the 
proportion in which they were distributed; and as thefe are points 
on which the Pruflian officer^ was more likely to obtain accurate 
information than our author, and as the following diflribution is^ 
very circuniftantial, our readers, I hope, will not be forry to find 
it inferted ip a note. 

The army in Silefia under the king^ himfelf, confiAed of the 
following regiments. 



Inpantrt. 
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• 

Grenadier BatdlltGns. 


1 ■ 

2 Markgrave Charles 




Cuiraffiers^ 


I Diring(hofen 


2 Linftadt 




3 Gardes du corps 


I Billerbeck 


2 Miinchow 




5 Gens d'Armcs 


I Haack 


2 Prince Henry ' 




5 Carabineers 


iXlcift 


2 Prince Ferdinand 




5 Schmettau 


I Rathenow 


2 Bonftadt 

• 


4 « 


• 5 • Bredow 


A Nimiheffld 


2 Manteufel 




5 Schoneich 


I Bufch 


2 Kakftein 




5 Seidlitz 


X Bahr 


2 Rebentifch. 




•* * ^ 


I Benkendorf 


2 Old Brunfwick 




Urazoons*^ 


I Carlowitz 






o 

5 Nermann 


I Manteufel 


Tree Corpf. 




5 Czettritz 


I Unruh 


I Leckolbc 




5 Y. Plathen 


I Hcyden 


I Angenelly . 




5 Wirtemberg 


I Bieverling 


I Salenmon 




5 Krockow 




I Du Verger 






Mufquetteer Batallions. 






Huffars^ 


• 

2 Itzenplitz 

2 Prince of Pruffit ' 

3 Guards 


1 

Grenadiers Batallions 
Mufquetteers 


36' 


10 Ziethen 
10 Mohring 
10 Seidlitz 


2 Lattorf 


r ree corps 


4 




I Retzow 


Total ~ — 


54 


Total 88 Squadrons, 


2 Wedel 


' - M 




• 


2 Forcade 








2 Stuttcrbeim 




, 


Ac 



( »9» ) 



A corps under the commafld of Getififal Fouquet in Upper Silc 
fia, confided of the following regiments. 



I N, F A N T R Y. 



Grenadier Batallions. 



Naumcifter 
Budden()rock 
Rath 
Arnim 



I 
I 

I 
I 



Mufquetteer BaialKmsi 



Mpfcl 
Queifs 
Youpg Brunfwick 

Markgrave Henry 
Fouquet 

Youog/IJircuUs: - 
La^tjoirf G^u B^ 



2 
2 
2 
2 
I 



C A V A L H Y^ 



lo fquadrons Bareu^ dragoons | lo fquadrons Werner lui^v, 

C Batallions 17 
'^^'^^i Squadrons 20 



The army in Saxony, under Prince Henry, was compofcd as 
follows. 

I N P A N T R, Y. 



Grenadier Batallions. 


Bornftadt - - 


I 


Lubath - - I 
Oeftcrreich - i 


Schwartz 

Old Billerbeck - 


I 

I 



MufyuetUer- 
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Finck 


a 


Mufquetteer BatHlionSi 


• 

1 


Salmuth - ^ 
Putkammer 


a 
a 




y 


Hoffmann 


a 


Bemburg 
Goltz 

Brandeis - 
Leftwltz 

Bredow 
Hulfen. !- 
Knoblock » 
Grabow 


3 

a 

3. 

a 
a 
a 

a 
a . ■ 


Nebwied 
Kurfcl 
Bulow 

Kaffel - - 
Haufen 

F. C; Monjow - 

1 F. C. Wunfch - 

F, C; Colignon - 


a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
I 
I 
1 




* 

Cavalry. 




Ckira$ers. 




Dragoons. 
Meinicke - 5 ] 


fquadrons 


Life regiment - 5 fquadrons 
Prince of Pruflia 5 


* 

Hujfars. 


• 


Prince Frederick 5 




Kleift . . IP 




Horn - • 5 
Krokow -!• \ 5 


• 1 


^Helling - - ^ 
Putkammer - 10 




Kyau - - S 


1 


< 

1 
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The foUot^ring regiments were under General Count Dohna in 
Fommerania. 



Inpantrt. 



Grenadier BatalUons. 



Ncflc - - 

Loflbw 

Pcterfdorf 

Kleift 

Burgfdorf , - 

Kremzow 

Mufquetteer BatalUons* 



f. 



Lehwald 
Dohna 
Kleift - - 
Ranitz • 
Dicrke 
Old Kreutz 
Trcfkow • - 



2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 



Free BatalUons. 



Bevern 

Prince Maurice 



2 
2 



Hordt 



- 2 



.J 



Cavalry. 



Dragoons. ' 



Schorlcmmer 
Old Plathcn 
Plettenbcrg 



lo fquadrons 
5 



Hujfafs. 



Ruefch 
Malakowfky 



7 fquadrons 
8 



Total 



1 



Batallions 26 
Squadrons 35 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Colonel Tempelhoff reckons feven hundred men to each Pruffian 
batallion^ in this campaign ; and one hundred and forty to each 
fquadron, fo that the refpeAive ftrength of the three armies would 
be as follows* 

The king's (including General Fouquet's corps.) 

Batallions 72 ■ 50^400 '•^^ 

Squadrons 108 — I5»i20 

Total 65,520 



Prince Henr/s army in Saxony. 

* 

Batallions 43 -— — 30,100 
Squadrons 60 ■ ' ■■ 8,400 

Total 38,500 



The army under Count Dohna, in Pommerania. 

Batallions 26 — —— 18^200 
Squadrons 35 — 4^900 

Total 23,100 
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Total of the Pruffian forces, employed as above mentioned. 

Batallions 141 — — 98,700 
Squadrons 203 •^^ 28,420 

Total 1 27, 1 20 
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Note E. 



€i 

4€ 



AS there is much finefle^ and much matter of inftruAion, as 
well ascuriofity in. the king's difpofitions^ for this important 
battle^ our readers we truft will not be forry to fee them conveyed 
in his majelly's own words^ a literal tranflation of which is here 
fubjoined. 

^^ If the enemy remains in his prefent pofition, the army will 
•* march early to-morrow morning, in columns of lines by its 
«* left flank ; but the generals, Finck and Schorlemmer, will re- 
*• main with the troops under their command at their ports. 
** At break of day. General Finck will make all the drums of 
*^ his corps beat the reveille, and moreover caufe much noife to 
be made in his camp '; as foon as the day-light appears, all the 
general officers belonging to Pinck's corps with a great fwarm 
** of attendants, led hories and huflars, mart reconnoitre the 
♦* heights upon which the enemy's left wing -is ported ^ they muft 
•• carry fpying glartes and aflemble frequently together in a circle. 
^' This may lart a full hour, and is intended to draw the whole 
^* attention of the enemy to this part of bis poiition ; Lieutenant 
** General Finck muft therefore occupy likewife the heights 
^' before TreflFen, both with infantry and cavalry, taking care 
** however not to expofe the troops to a heavy fire of artillery. 
*' At fix o'clock. Lieutenant General Finck will advance with his 
•'corps, and occupy the heights before the BifchofFsce, (where 
•' at prefent the grand guards of Kleirt are ported,) with a battery 
•' of heslvy cannon, and alio a corps oi infantry to iupport it. 

D d 2 «• But 
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*' But General Finck mud not begin his attack before the king 
'^ fhall have engaged the enemy, and he hears the lire of the fmall 
** arms; then if the enemy (hould change his front, or attempt 
'< any other movements, he muft take advantage of them. 
*' General Schorlemmer will fupport this infantry with his cavalry, 
'^ and repulfe the enemy, (hould he attempt to pafs the Defile of 
^' CroiTen and BeckermilL 

'^ The army itfelf will march in two columns by its left; 
*^ the grenadier batallion Oefterreich, will be at the head of 
** the firil: column, or firft line, and General Seidlitz will have 
*< the head of the fecond column, or fecond line. The duke 
*' of Wurtemberg will follow with the cuirailier regiments, under 
*' his command, and the huflars of Kleift upon the right flank of 
•* the iirft line, namely, that of the Markgrave Charles's regi- 
*' ment. During the march acrofs the heath, the right wing 
*' of the army muft^ be fomewhat advanced, and the left kept 
'* back. When the army fhall have marched off, the duke of 
•' Wurtemberg will poft himfelf with his cavalry behind the right 
** wing of the fecond line y Klcift*s huflars muft extend beyond 
** that flank ; General Seidlitz with his cavalry, will place himfelf 
*« behind the left wing of that line. 

^' But ihould the enemy not remain in his prefent pofltion, 
^' but ihould march to Reppin in the courfe of the night ;. then 
*' the army will march thither at three o'clock in the morning, 
** in three columns.. The king imagines the enemy will in that 
^' cafe,^ place his right at Reppin, his left at NoUendorf, and 
V cover his front by a fmall rivulet, but which is no ways a 
** confiderable obftacle. The infantry will march in two lines^ 
** the cavalry will form the third, the whole marching by their 
'< left. Lieutenant General Seidlitz^ will be at the head of the 
'* column of cavalry, after him will follow the diviiions of the 

" duke 
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«* duke of Wurtcmberg, and General Schorkmmer. The ad- 

^^ vanced guard will be formed by Neuendorf, and the attack 

** will be commenced .by the right wing of the army." 

.1 
The following is a lift of the PrufTian forced on this memorable day« 

Vanguard. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



Grenadier batallioo Billerbeck 



Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 



Lubath 

Heyden 

Bornftadt 

Schwarz 

Oeflerreich 



5 Squadrons Bredow 



*-ri Vri Oi 

' • X 

S^ o 
^ ^ '^ 
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Ceneral f*iNCs:'s corps* 

5 fquadrons Ziethen 
5 " — Mohring 

5 — — — Spahn 
5 Mcinicke 



2 batallions Lehwald 
2 ■ ■ Zaftrow 

2 ■ ' Bevern 

2 — — — Hauten 



5 fquad. Y. Plathen 
5 - Belling 

Count F L B M M I N G*8 corps. 



7 fq. Malachouiky 
7 •— Ruefch 



2 bat. Wunfch 

1 Kollignoa 

2 ' Gablcni: 
2 ■ Bernburg 
2-— Trcfkow 



\ 
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Note F. 



OUR author's criticiftns here fecm pcrfcdly juft, at Icaft as far 
as they regard the king's firft difpofitions. His majefty ac- 
cording to the lift contained in the foregoing note, had fifty-four 
batallions in the field, exclufive of the grenadiers, and Bredow's 
4ragoons, (who on this occafion appear to have afted on foot),, 
bis cavalry confifted of one hundred and four fquadrons. 

The ground between the Backer Mill and the Cunnerfdorf 
Wood, does not appear to be above three thoufand fix hundred 
paces wide : from the Great Mill, acrofs the Cunnerfdorf meadows, to 
the little rivulet which feparates them from the Elfbrug belonging 
to Franckfurt, is about one thoufand two hundred : if the king 
therefore had increafed Finck's corps to fixtcen batallions, he 
would fl.ill have had thirty-eight remaining to fupport his ad- 
vanced guard, which fhould have attacked thcMUKlberg or Wind- 
mill Hill, in conjundtion with the fixteen batallions under Finck j 
thefe fhould have paffed the Hiiner Brook, not only at the Great 
Mill, but wherever a bridge could be thrown 5 and being fup- 
ported by the thirty fquadrons of huflars and dragoons, which 
were attached to them, might perhaps from the very firft moment*,. 
have cnfurcd thcvidory; for Colonel TempelhofF fays, /* that the 
want of cavalry, and light artillery, prevented the Pruflians from 
profiting by the firft fucc^fs of their grenadiers, and g:ive the 
enemy time to rally, and make a new difpofition." Suppofing now 
the king's thirty-eight batallions, had been formed twenty in the 
firft line, and eighteen in the fccond,. which would have more 

thaoi 
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than fufficed to occupy the fpace above mentioned^ fixty^nine 
fquadrotis of cavalry being in two lines behind them^ and a regi- 
ment of huil'ars on their left flank to patrole the woods^ and keep 
a look out after the CoiTacks; in this order they might have fol- 
lowed the progrefs of their grenadiers^ fuftaining them as they 
advanced, till Aopped by the chain of Ponds, which ftretch from 
Cunnerfdorf quite into the wood, here the Pruflians being once 
mailers of the village, £x batallions would have been fufficient 
to have mafked the Pond heads, and prevented the enemy from 
returning, particularly if fuftaioed by fifteen or twenty fquadrons 
of dragoons and hufTars, the remaining thirty*two batallions then, 
and forty-nine fquadrons, might by inclining conftantly to the 
right, have efFedtually feconded the efforts of the grenadiers and 
Finck's corps, who by turning the Kuh Grund or Cow Bottom, 
(the hollow way where Laudohn firfl: efFedually flopped them) 
would have come on the flank and in the rear, even of that for- 
midable mafs formed acrofs the camp, which mufl therefore pro- 
bably in the end have given way; the ground does not appear 
to have been impracticable, for (as General Lloyd obferves very 
juflly) the lafl attacks adlually took place there. Could the king 
at the fame time have fpared any part of his troops and artillery, 
to have marched in the night through the wood, and made a falfe 
attack upon the enemy's right flank, as our author propofes, it 
would probably have drawn Count Soltikow's attention that way, 
and very much facilitated the above mentioned operations, but 
his majefty was fo extremely inferior in numbers^ that, perhaps, he 
could not afford to fpare fuch a detachment. 

It is not unlikely this would have been the very difpofition 
the king would have made, had he been acquainted with the 
ground, but alas, he was not; and he was deceived, as Colonel 
TempelhofF afTures us, by an ofHcer, who having been conflantly 
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quartered daring the peace at Franckfurt, was fuppofed to know 
the ground," and who had dcfcribed it to his majefty as a perfect 
plain, between the woods and the village, making no mention 
of the ponds; it is very probable the king did not know of thefc 
till after the battle, for his majcfty was during the greateft part 
of the a<ftion, at the extremity of his right wing, which he him- 
felf led into fire ; and TcmpelhofF fays, they are fo fituated as not 
to be diftinguifhed till you come clofe to the brink of them. Hence 
the circumftance of all the cavalry being thrown into the left wing, 
with which it is evident the king thought to turn Cunnerfdorf, 
and menace the front and right wing of the enemy; hence the 
orders for that impradticable movement of the cavalry, in which 
Seidlitz was wounded, it was obliged to file off over pond heads, 
where the king thought they could advance in line ; his majcfty 
was without doubt deceived in the idea he had formed of the 
ground, and his difpofitions having been made upon falfe data, 
were confequently dcfcdlive. 

With refpedl to what our author, in common with many other 
military critics, fuggefts of the propriety of his majcfty contenting 
himfelf with his firft advantages, and halting on the ground he 
had already gained from the Ruffians, without driving them to 
defperation by his laft attack, I ihall give the reader Colonel 
TempelhofF's arguments on that head, always chufing to give 
him better authority than my own, whenever I find the fubje<St 
has been treated of before. He fays in his obfervations on the 
battle of Cunnerfdorf— 

«* Many men are of opinion, that the king after having ftormed 

** the enemy's batteries on the Windmill Hill, and after he had 

*« cleared the whole field of the Ruffians quite down to Cunncrf- 

'< dorf, ought to have halted, and been contented with the advan-* 

' tages he had already obtained. The enemy,, it is faid, would 
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<^ have retreated In the nighty and hare abandoned the whole camp 
^' to the king i this battk would then have proved as decifive 
^< in its confequenceSi as that of Zornfdorf ; and whilft the enemy 
** filled the gazettes of their party, with fruitlefs difputes about 
'^ maintaining the field of battle, his majefty would, as on the 
^' former occafion, have reaped all the fruits of an undifputed 
*' vidory. 

' << This opinion is for the moft part founded on the falie iktp-^ 
<' pofitron, that the enemy was already driven back as far as the. 
«* Judenberg, and had there formed his laft difpofition. Had 
'^ this really been the cafe, it would indeed have been highly 
*' dangerous to hazard ftill another attack, with troops who had 
'^ been fo long already in the feverefl: fire that perhaps was ever 
^' feen^ and had exhaufted their ftrength by their exertions du- 
^^ ring the hotted day ever felt, having fought with prodigious 
^' resolution, valour and (leadinefs, and that attack too,^ fuch as 
*' might well have ftartled the freflieft troops* According to thefe 
'< fuppofitions the enemy would have ftood dn a perfeift mountain,. 
'^ his left flank would have been covered by the hollow, in which 
*^ General Laudohn's corps had fpent the night under arms, which 
'^ is not only very deep but extraordinary ftcep on both fides ; h}» 
^' right flank alfo would have been to the full as diflicult of accefs;. 
** for the hills on which the enemy would mofl: probably have 
** pofled it, are alfo very fteep, and thofe too in the center are not 
^< to be climbed without much difliculty. But thefe hills lie from 
'* three to four thoufand paces behind Cunnerfdorf ; and if the 
^* king had driven back the enemy as far as this, I doubt much 
*• whether he ever would have been in a condition to make any 
** further refiftance ^ it was upon thefe hills, that in the com- 
'< mencemeht of the adion his right wing was poibed, fo that to 
** have driven him as far back as here^ would have been to drive 
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«* his army up qttltc from left to right, that is to fay, to drive it 
♦« on an heap« But in fadl, the enemy was very far indeed from 
^« fuffccing fuch an overthrow ; the left wing, and the center of 
^' the Pruiiian army, had not advanced above a few hundred paces 
^' beyond Cunnerfdorf, the right wing flood in a clofe diforderly 
^* heap behind the Cow Bottom, and Finches corps on their right 
*' hand in the hollow, having the heights of Elfbruch before them, 
*• which they were never able to furmount, though they ran up 
to them with great intrepidity i on the other hand the enemy 
flill maintained his gtound on the Spitzbcrg, to which he en- 
tirely owed his deliverance.* Beiidcs, where (hould the king 
" make this halt ? If it was to be done at all, the moment chofen 
•* for doing it, was when the grenadiers had ftormed the Wind- 
*' mill Hill> and had made themfelves maders of a confiderable 
*^ part of the enemy's artillery; this in truth is faying, the king 
*' ought to have halted in the very moment, when he had every 
^' appearance on his fide of attaining the mod complete, the mofl 
*• decifive vidlory, a vi<9:ory which would have for ever delivered 
*• him from the enemy, that of all others, the moft feverely 
•« preflcd him during the whole war. Nothing is more unjuft, than 
** to judge of the merits of a general by the event of an adlion ; 
•* how many battles have not been loft by men, who had weighed 
** their enterprizc with the utmoft attention, had formed it on 
<• the bcft principles, had made their difpofitions according to tho 
*• moft approved rules, and in the execution had neglcdled nothing 
** by which their fuccefs might be enfurcd ; while the adverfary, 
** who perhaps had done no more than draw out his troops ih 
*' order of battle, according to the Roftcr, gains in the fame 
•• degree that the othrfr lofes, and is indebted to fome unforefceh 
«* circumftance, fome accident, which perhaps he was not even 
'• informed of, for the reputation of having aftcd like a great and 
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^' very able general. If a man would form a juft and impartiai 
'' judgement, he maft go upon the field of battle^ he muft imagine 
^^ himfelf in the fituation of the generals and the troops^ on either 
'< fide, both the afiailants and thofe on the defenfive part, and 
'^ combine all this according to the true principles of war. 

" After the grenadiers had ftormed the Windmill Hill, there 

*< were but eight batallions as yet in adlion, all the reft of the 

*• army had not loft a fingle man ; they faw vidory before them, 

** the moft confiderable difficulties furmounted, and the enemy 

*' in the greateft diforder. And was this a moment for the king 

** to order a halt ! (hould he now forgo at oncb all his profpe<^s 

^' of a moft complete vi<flory ! fhould he ftop (hort in the midft 

** of their career, his brave troops who with rapid fteps were 

<< moving up, and prefled forward to vidlory, and thus make 

** before their eyes an open avowal, that he feared his enemy ? 

** would not that have been to ftiew a miftruft of the courage 

*• of his troops, nay, in plain words to declare them mere cow- 

'* ards ? Then the enemy had behaved himfelf fo miferably in 

** the defence of this very ftrong poft, that the king might with 

*' good reafoa expcdl his further refiftancc to be no better, and 

" therefore without difficulty to be furmounted, by the zeal and 

•« bravery of frefh troops ? Though I myfelf was prefent at the 

** adlion, yet I had not till laft fummcr a competent knowledge. 

''< of the field of battle, and even now I find not the leaft reafoa^ 

" which could prevent the king from pufliing on his attacks, 

*« after the ftorming the firft entrenchments of the Ruffians. 

*« The right wing of the Pruffian army ftood on the heights, 

•* which command the whole field quite to Cunnerfdorf ; nothing 

•* prcfents itfelf there to the eye, which ftiould prevent a further 

'* attack : the whole ground quite to the village is a plain, no 

<< more intrenchments remained to be ftormed, the village itfelf 
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<^ was unoccupied and burnt ; the enemy under the embarraffment 
•* of changing his front, cooped up in a narrow fpace, where he 
•* could take no advantage of his fupcrior numbers; the Pruflian 
** army in a pofition by which it was enabled to attack him at 
^^ once, in front, in flank, and in rear ; and would you have had 
" the king by an abfolute inaction forego all thcfe advantages, 
*^ which were before his eyes ? In that cafe it would have been 
•* better, not to fufFcr himfclf to be engaged to fight at all. The 
*' king was however £o circumftanced,' that he had now more 
** than ever, good reafon to put fomewhat to the rifk, for the 
•* fake of preventing the Ruffians, from undertaking any thing 
** further this campaign. A ftrong corps of Auftrians encamped 
'* in Lower Lufatia under General Haddick, threatened the 
** Marches and Berlin itfelf, and was in a pofture to join the Ruffians, 
*' wherever it (hould be thought advifeable. Saxony was totally 
*' unproteSed, the army of the Empire having it in their power 
«' to take Torgau and Wittenberg, cities which could make no' 
** defence, but which if they fliould fall into the enemy's hands, 
•* would leave the road clear for him to Berlin. Drefdcn, where 
*' the chief depots, were of all the ftores neceflary for maintaining 
•« an army in Saxony, was in danger of fharing the famefate with the 
** other cities of this electorate ; all communication with the army 
** in Silefia cut off, and it beficged as it were by the Auftriafi 
** grand army under Marihal Daun. Had the king now remained 
** on the left of the Oder, and confined himfclf to a ftri(5t defence 
*« to cover Berlin, and to prevent the further progrefs of. the 
" Ruffian army in the march of Brandenberg, he would have 
*' found himfclf compelled to retire by degrees quite back to Ber- 
" lin J efpecially if General Haddick had been reinforced from 
" the grand army, and had Jiredlcd his march thither : all this 
** noLuft evidently have happened, unlefs one can fuppofe it poffible. 
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^' for the Attftrian Generals^ to bave been (6 (hort^iighted m net 
*^ to have feen their own advantages. Had his majefty on the 
<' contrary, continued on the other iide of the Oder and fought 
'^ to cut off the fupplies, which the Ruffians drew out of Poland, 
^' he could not however prevent them from pafling the river, and 
«* detaching both Haddick's and Laudohn's corps to Berlin, which 
*^ they might have done without too much weakening themfelves^ 
^^ and the contributions this detachment would have levied on 
^* their way back, would have ridden them of all embarralTment 
^' arifing from want of provisions; befides, fuch a difpofition 
<< would have totally difTabled him ^firom fecuring Saxony, and 
«' having no magazines along the Wartha, he could j;iot long have 
'« remained in that neighbourhood. He could not in thefe cir-* 
<* cumAances, accomplifh much by the mod ikilful marches, or 
^^ the bed chofen pofitions, whereas the gain of a deciiive battle, 
^* would at once have delivered him out of all his difficulties ; 
^' hence it was not raOinefs to hazard it, prudence abfolutely 
'^ required it. It may be faid, the king would be obliged after 
'< the lofs of a battle, to do that with an army diminiihed by one 
^' half and under much worfe circumdances, which he might 
'^ have done before : certainly ; but was not the fituation of the 
•* enemy alfo confiderably changed ? The Ruffian army, which, 
^' including the corps of Audrians, might confid before the battle 
^^ of about iixty thoufand, was now lefs by eighteen thoufand, the 
men had expended all the ammunition which they carried in 
their pouches, and had been obliged to take a confiderable part 
•* of what they had with them in their dores ; it mud be con* 
" fidered too, that if thefe were fufficient to fupply their army 
** once, that was all, they could fupply them no more. The 
^' Pruffians indeed were in the fame cafe, but thefe wants might 
^' be fupplicd in a few days, fronx their magazines in Cudriit, in 
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•* Stettin and in Berlin. The Ruffians on the contrary, were 
^ too far diftant from their depots, for this to be done in fo (hort 
^ a time ; they muft therefore of neceffity remain fometime in- 
^ adive, which the king might take advantage of, to repair his 
•* (battered forces. One may from hence in fomc meafure, .ex- 
•* plain why the Ruffian Generals did not perform all that the 
^ public expeded from them, which has commonly little, or no 
^ idea of the difficulties attending military operations. Had Field 
** Marfhal Soltikow after the battle, ventured to move forward 
^ too haflily, he might reckon upon being once more atttacked 
^ by the king; and then had his good fortune deferted him, but 
^* a fmsdl part probably of the Ruffian army would have efcaped ;: 
*« he had therefore the imofl: urgent motives to be wary in his 
*' conduct, and not totally to facrifice the remnant of his troops, 
•* who had fo bravely fought at Kay and Cunnerfdorf. He might 
^ with great reafon expedt that his allies fhould alfo do fomething, 
♦• and not leave him to bear alone the whole burthen of the war.. 
*^ Befides, thte whole Ruffian army was convinced that the Count 
^^ of Vienna, meant only to make a tool of thei!n, and cared little 
** how many or how few of them returned home, provided they 
" themfelves reaped the fruits of their labours. A natural con- 
^' fequence of this idea, was that the enemy had no longer any 
great inclination to fight, and rather longed for their return 
into winter quarters in Poland^ One may afiume it as a fadt, 
without doing any violence to probability, that the king was 
^^ well acquainted with the difpofitions of the Ruffians $ now 
" ihefc had already cxifled before the battle, and Frederick's 
** penetration could eafily difcover the future confcquences, which 
** mufl refult from them* Whilft therefore his enemies expcdled 
** the march of the combined army" to Berlin, the irruption of 
^ Marfhal Daun inta Silefia, the recovery of Saxony, the fiegc 
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*• of Magdebourg, Stcttcn, and fo on, and his friends (huddered for 
^' him ; his genius on the .very morrow of the battle, fliewed 
«< him that nothing of all this would happen; hence alfo with 
«' his ufual ferenity and temper, which never left him in the 
*' midft of danger, he was enabled to fend word to Duke Fer- 
*' dinand by the fame officer, who had brought him the news 
<* of the vidory of Minden. / am forry the return of fo good a 
«* piece of news fl^ould not be more lucky. But if you get fafe back^ 
" and dont find Daun* in Berlin^ and Contades in Magdebourg^ you 
*' may affure Duke Ferdinand from me^ that there is no very great 
" /^ fufiained. Thus a great man may always ' with fafcty 
•* riik more than another, being furc that in the greateft 
*' calamities his refources will not fail him. This accounts 
•^ for the exploits of an Alexander, and a Csefar, and explains 
*' to us the principle upon which Guflavus Adolphus ventured 
** into Germany, and Condc hazarded the battles of Rocroy, 
** Frcyburg, Nordlingen, and Senef, and how Frederick was 
*' enabled to extricate himfelf with glory out of a feven years 
** war, carried on againft the moft powerful forces of Europe." 

Such are the arguments Colonel Tempelhoff ufes, in fupport 
of the king's conduct on this occafion ; and indeed, I think com« 
pletely juftifies his majefty, from the imputation of having rafhly 
attempted to pufh his advantages too far, which our author in 
fome meafure lays to his charge, though it muft be obferved, he 
does not venture to fpcak very decifively on this point. 

With refped to the difference of fentiments between the Colo* 
nel and our author, on the neceffity of the king's fighting at all, 
I have given the arguments on both fides of the queflion, and 
fhall not prefume to deliver any opinion of my own, but leave it 
to the reader to judge for himfelf. 
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Note G. 



THESE hardy^ ikilfuU and rapid movements, by which, with 
a twice beaten corps, not one third of the enemy's army, 
the king of Pruffia contrived to prevent him reaping any advan- 
tages, from a moil bloody vi)£tory obtained in the midft of the fum- 
mer, on the moft expofed part of his frontier; render this part of the 
campaign of one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-nine too intereft-- 
ing not to make it a defirable thing for our readers to follow his 
roajefty ftep by ftep through all thefe marches; we fhall therefore 
add to the journal of the Ruflian movements, which our author 
gives us, a fimilar one of each pofition taken up by his majefty, 
extraded from a military magazine publiflied at Berlin, a work of 
acknowledged merit and authenticity. 

** On the enemy's leaving his camp at Miihlrofe, and occupying 
*' another at Liebrofe, the king on the thirtieth of Auguft marched 
*' with the army in three columns to a village called Borne, near 
" Beefkow, from which laft the enemy was immediately diilodged; 
** the town was then occupied by a free batallion, a body of huflars 

were pofied behind it, and the army itfelf encamped by Borne, 

with this village between the two lines. 

'*,On the thirty-firfl: the army broke up once more and marched 
*' in three columns to Waldow; in this camp the right wing was 
^' placed at the village called Kannichen, facing the Spree Walde, 
•• and the left at Waldow, before which laft place Kleift's and Put- 
" kammer's huflars, and the free batallion of CoUignon were 
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«^ poiled In a wood for the better protedlion of the left flank of the 

•* army. 

«* On the fccond of September the bakery was e(labli(hed at 
*^ Liibbcn, under the protcftion of two batallions and about one 
*' hundred and fifty dragoons. The enemy having by his march on 
^« the fifteenth to Guben difcovered beyond a doubt his intention 
<* of going into Silefia^ the king broke up his camp on the fix- 
^^ teenth^ and marched in two columns by Lubben to Vetfchow, 
<« and on the feventeenth to Cotbus^ where he encamped' behind 
^' the town, having his front covered by the Spnee^ here the 
^« Prufiians took a Rufiian officer and twenty men prifoners. The 
** eighteenth was a halting day, to give time for the iecond line to 
^' join, which had been left behind in the camp of Waldow« On 
'^ this day his majefty detached Colonel Kleift with ten iquadrooa 
«' of huffars, and the regiment of old Platheny together with two 
'* batallions of foot, under the command of Colonel Linden, to 
*' Spremberg; and Major General Ltnfiadt with two batallions aad 
'* eight iquadrons of hoiiarB to Forfte. On the. oitaeteenth the 
^* wh6le army marched to the lad mentioned place, and tapk i^p a 
^^ camp with tbefnont covered by the Neifle^ Cplo^el Kletft on 
•* the fame day marched from Spremberg to MojCqua, to cover the 
^* right flank of the army in cafe of i^kecefiity. On the twientietli 
^* the army marchied to Linderode, and Col<3nel Kleift from Mo^qua 
^^ to Sorau, from whence he iQarcfied again that nighty and ad* 
'^ vanced with his cavalry to drive the enemy out of Saga^a^ whjich 
'< he efleded compleatly, cutting many of them to pieces, and! 
** making the refi: prifon^rs. On the twenty-firfl;, at ten in the 
'* morning, the king arrived at Sagan with the whole cavalry ; the 
*' infantry followed Toon after, and encamped with the left wing 
** at Eckerfdorf, and the right on the Ga]genberg(9rG^ik>Ws Hill) 
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** near the town. Many of the enemy's patroIefr;(who was un-^ 
** apprized of our rapid march),' were made prironers. 

** The king's movements after the battle of Frankfurt, to cover 
** Berlin and afterwards Silefia, from the invafion of the Ruffian 
'* army» are worthy the higheft admiration, the con<iu<3: of his 
'< adv^riary on the contrary^ is fubjcct to much juft cenfure. The 
^* enemy's generals ought to have exerted all their efforts to *qc* 
^ copy the poft of Sagan, before the king's arrival, and to that 
** end, they ihould have detached a corps of ten tbouiaQd men 
*' thither, which from the natural (Irength of that poft, might 
*^ have ftopped the Pruflian army long enough to give time to the 
^ Ruffian &» and General LaiMiohn to reach Glogau« Such a con« 
*' dud in the enemy's generals, would have obliged the Pruffian 
'* army to take a long detour, and if they had fought to turn this 
** corps in the neighbourhood of Sprottau, it need only march 
** by its left, and place itfclf behind the Sprottau river, in which 
^< cafe its communication with the grand army, could not pofiibly 
*' be cut off. 

** On the twenty-third the king marched with the army in two 

*' columns to Suckau, a village not far from Neuftadt ; the Cof- 

^^ facks which had penetrated as far as here, were driven back. 

Both wings of the army were pofted on heights, the center was 

cut in two by the village. The vanguard on their arrival in the 

new camp, faw the heads of the enemy's columns on the heights 

** of Wendiichborau, they halted as foon as they prcceivcd the 

•« Prufliaris, and pitched their camp on the above named heights. 

** Several prifoncrs reported that the enemy's intention was to 
*« have encamped on the heights near Milkau, and that their ge- 
*' nerals had received no inteHigence of the king's march. His 
5' majcfty's obje<a in taking the camp of Suckau fecms to have 
/. '* been, to march by his flank to the heights of Milkau, when- 
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ever the enemy fhould attempt to pafs the defile of Neuftadt, to 
attack their army on its coming out^ and thus utterly deflroy it. 
** On the twenty-fourth the enemy having put his troops under 
arms at the head of his camp, the Pruflians did the fame, and 
upon patroles being fent out to difcover what his intentions were 
in this, they learnt that he was about to occupy a new campt 
traced out between Ncnkcrfdorf and Malfchwitz, 
** It being by this time certain that the enemy would not pafs 
the dedl^ of Neuftadt, the king made the army advance to the 
heights of Mllkau, at which village their left fiank was placed, 
while their right came to Baune, by this advantageous pofi- 
tion, the enemy was (hut out of the road to Glogau, and now 
took up a camp between Neu^Tfchoe, and Keltfch. In this 
pofition both armies remained fome time under arms, each 
expedting to be attacked^ but at length the tents were pitched, 
and both camps ftrongly fortified. 

" On the twenty-fevcnth and twenty-eighth the king was 
joined by Generals Maicr, and Queift, with three fquadrons, 
and feven batallions j this reinforcertient enabled his majefty to 
extend his right wing to Ncnkcrfdorf, before \yhich village an 
entrenchment was thrown up. 

** On the -twenty-ninth fcveral movements were obfcrved in the 
enemy's camp, the objcdt of which could not atfirft be dif- 
covered, but as we difcerned during the night, many fires oa 
the other fide the Oder near .Carolath, it was plain that he 
had pafTed thjat river with a part of his forces. On the thirtieth. 
the enemy continued in motion, and the king determined to 
attack his rear guard ; for this purpofc on the following morning, 
(Odlober the firft) he marched with fix batallions, fifteen fqua- 
drons of dragoons, and ten of huflars, and marched by Neuftadtcl 
as far as Keltfche, the enemy had however already paffed the 
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Oder» and his majefty made prifoners only feme trainers and a 
part of the baggage train. Major General Plathen was detached 
that fanM day by his majefty^ with fix batallions^ two regi* 
ments of cuiraffierSy two of dragoons^ together with the hufTars 
of Kleift and Malachowiki to Glogau^ to occupy a pofition at 
Klein Zaerbau, a village near that town on the other fide the 
river. This corps was reinforced the next day by all the dra- 
goons and hufifarsy a picket of one thoufand cuiraffiers» and 
eleven batallions of foot, it forn^ed in fuch a manner, that 
both flanks were covered by the Oder ; and in this fituation 
protected that town from a bombardment, and was at hand to 
cut off the enemy from the Hund pafs, and thus prevent him 
from penetrating any further into Silefia/' 
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Note H- 



AS the reader vv ill perhaps be defirous of comparing the 
narrative and fentiments of our author^ on this very re- 
markable tranfaftion, with thofe of Captain TieJke, and at the 
fame time may poffibly not have that book to refer to; I ihalt 
trouble him with this one more note, extrafted from Lieutenant 
Chriftian's tranflation^ of that very interefting author. 

" On the feventh of November the Auftrian army under Mar (hal 
'^ Daun, was advantageoufly encamped upon the heights of PlaueUj 
** the. ravin and gorge of which were in its front. 

•* This ravin is lined by very high and fteep rocks, in fome 
*' places perpendicular, in the midfl of which runs the WeifTritz; 
«* a few rugged roads, fcarcely pafTable, lead up to the heights, 
*• which are eafily defended. 

** The gorge begins at Plauen, and continues almoft without 
*' interruption to the village of Potzchappel; from thence it ex- 
^< tends to a molintain called the Windberg, that commands all 
" this country, and covers the flank of this valley. Though the 
^^ rocks ceafe to line the ravin at this part, the heights are not- 
<^ withflanding rather fleep^ and the roads and paflfages trouble- 
** fome and difficult. 

•* This extenfive ravin opens towards Drcfden, and terminates 
•' on the left of the WeifTritz, in a gentle flope at the Fauxbourg. 
** On the right, this height (at whofe foot ftands the village of 
** Plauen) forms a ridge refembling a parapet,* which reaches from 
•« Plauen jto the Fauxbourg, and is called the Haneberg. 
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" The whole of the Imperial cavalry encamped in the plain be- 
** tween Plauen and the Fauxbourg, with its right flanked by the 
latter, and its left covered by the village of Plauen. 

This advantageows pofition of the Imperial army, rendering 
its attack difficult, dangerous, and almoft impracticable, his 
Pruilian Majefty, in order to force it to retreat, endeavoured 
** to cut off its forage, and communication with Bohemia. For 
«* this purpofe he fent Colonel Kleift, with alight corps, into Bo- 
«* hernia, who deftroyed fome magazines, and raifed very heavy con* 
*' tributions. On the fifteenth General Finck was detached by Frey- 
" berg to Dippoldifwalda; the king advanced in perfon with the 
** main army to WilfdrufF, and pufhed his advanced guard, 
commanded by General Ziethen, to KeiTelfdorf. The fix- 
teenth Major General Wunfch had already advanced to Maxen, 
•« with the half of Finck's corps as an advanced guard, and the 
^' eighteenth fucceeded in driving Major General Kleefeld of the 
«« army of the Empire from his advanced pofts, from Dohna to 
«« Cotta. 

" To this corps of the enemy, pofted at Maxen, Marflial Daun 
immediately oppofed a body of light troops, commanded by Ma-* 
jor General Brentano ; and as the Pru^Han forces near Dip- 
poldifwalda and Maxen amounted to thirty*five fquadrons and 
*^ eighteen batallions (fee the order '"of battle), Marfhal Daun 
^' was obliged to fecure the rear of his army, by porting another 
<* corps at Riippchen, under the command of Baron de Sincere^ 
" General of infantry, 

" The eighteenth Lieutenant General Finck followed General 
•• Wunfch to Maxen with the remainder of his corps, and, ; to 
" fecure the road to Freyberg, left four batallions and a regimen^ 
** of cuiraffiers at Dippoldifwalda, under the command of Major 

** General Lindflactt : thefe troops however rejoined the, corps 
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^' at Maxen the flime night, in confequcncc of an order from the 
*' king, fent to General Lindflaett by a chafTcur. General Finck 
•' afterwards detached Major General Wunfch, with fivt batallions 
<^ and five fquadrons towards Dohna, and on the nineteenth 
*' difpatchcd Major General Platen, with three batallions and 
** a regiment of dragoons, towards Reinhardigrimme, pofting 
*' himfelf with the remainder of the troops near Maxcn. 

«« By this pofition the whole of the Imperial army was prevented 
** from entering into cantonments, its forages were alfo much 
'* flraitened, and the Pruffians enabled to make incurfions into 
" Bohemia at pleafure. 

'* This fituation determined Marshal Daun to reinforce the 
** corps under the command of Sincere, in order to diflodge Ge- 
•« neral Lindftaett from Dippoldifwalda, that he might afterwards 
*' more eafily difpofTefs the Pruflians of the pofls of Maxen and 
'< Dohna. It was fuppofed General Lindftaett would defend Dip- 
" poldifwalda, being judged ftronger than he really was. . 

" Sincere's corps confided of 
The Hufards - of Scezeni. 

Dragoons - of the Staff and Young Modena. 

C ' fr I Serbelloni, Pretlach, Schmertzing and Old 

1 Modena. 
Infantry J Anger, Marfchall, 6iulay, Clerici, Lignc,. 

1 Wied, Hartfch, Botta and Young Colloredo. 
" Which were reinforced by the regiments of Anhalt Zerbfl 
" CuirafTiers, and thofc of Durlach, Hallcr and Tillier, infantry. 

*' In confequence of the abovementioned plan, Sincere's corps 
" received orders to quit Riippchen the nineteenth, at feven 
'^ o'clock in the morning, and advance to Dippoldifwalda, which 
** was executed. 
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• • • ' 

^* In the mean time the Marfhal joined the army of Sincere, 
*• and occupied a very advantageous camp, before Dippoldifwalda, 
** its right being flanked by the heighte of Maltcrn, and its left 
'^ by Haefelich ; three batallions were alfo pofted in the town of 
^' Dippoldifwalda. If another PrufHan corps had occupied this 
^^ town whilft General Finck marched to Maxen^ or the troops 
<' under the command of Linftaett hkd Jbeen reinforced, Marihal 
*^ Daun mufl: have been greatly embarraiTed : he would have found 
^' the attack by Reinhardfgrimme impracticable, without expoUng 
** his right flank to the Pruflian^, and putting himfelf between 
two fires ; and as the left flank of the pofition at Plauen was 
threatened at the fame time, had the Imperialifls intended at- 
tacking Finck's corps by Roehrfdorf and Wittgendorf, they 
'' would not have ventured to detach a fuflicient body of troops to 
*^ aflure its fucceft. 

*^ As it was to be feared that his Pruflian Majefly would difco- 
*' ver the enterprize of the Imperialifts, cither by the cannonade^ 
<' or by fome other means, and that he might in the interim at« 
^^ tack the principal army, at this time weakened by a confidera- 
*^ ble detachment, the Marfhal rejoined it, leaving orders with 
•^ Sincerc's corps to march to Reinhardfgrimme the next day, 
" November the twentieth, at feven o'clock in the morning, 
** The troops had began their march, and the heads of the 
*' columns were arrived at Ringelfhayn, when Marfhal Daun 
** (attended by theif Royal HighnefTes Princes Albert and 
** Clement of Saxony) returned to take the command of this 
** corps ; having previoufly made the necefTary difpofitions at the * 
•• grand army, in cafe of ah attack, and obferved that the enemy 
** had not changed their pofition. The Marfhal placed Count 
" O'Donell at the head of the cavalry, and Baron de Sincere com- 
•^ manded the infantry. The order of March was in four columns. 
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*^ VIZ. two of cavalry and two of infantry. The advanced guard,. 
•^ commanded by Major General Baron de Sifkowitz, confided of 
** Scezcni's Regiment of huflars, fomc fquadrons of carabiniers, 
** a few Croats, and a brigade of grenadiers of five batallions.. 
'* Lieutenant General Baron de Seckendorf remained upon the 
height of Maltern, with the regiments of Botta and Young 
Collorcdo^ infantry, one fquadron of Stampach, one of Anhalt 
Zerbft, and one hundred huffars and dragoons, detached from 
^ the regiments of the Emperor, Efterhafi, and dragoons of the 
Staff, to cover the rear of the Imperialifts, in cafe a detachment 
of Pruflians ihould advance from Freyberg, to Dippoldifwalda* 
Brentano's corps, pofted near the Rcd-Houfc and afterwards at 
** Roehrfdorf, received orders, to approach M'axen, and endeavour 
^* to take Finck in fiank and rear, whilfl the Marfhal attacked him* 
•* in front. It had been prcvioufly concerted with the army of the 
Empire, part of which was pofted at Giefhubel, under the com- 
mand of the Prince, of Stolberg, that a corps fhould be detached 
to Dohna, to inclofc Finck's army on this fide, Reinhardf- 
grimme was occupied by three fq^uadrons of Pruflian huffars^, 
commanded by Major de Haufchwitz ; and General Platen was 
** pofted in the rear of this village. Marflial Daun arrived near 
this Ipot, formed his order of battle in two lines, and immediately: 
reconnoitred Reinhard^rimme,. which he afterwards attacked, 
with his advanced guard; 
'* The enemy's troops pofted within and in the rear of this vil- 
** lage, abandoned it at his approach, without defending the im^ 
" portant gorge in which it is fituated,^ the paffagc of which. 
" muft have been attended with the greateft difficulty ; they re- 
^* tired, into tlic wood, and from thence to Haufdorf; a retreat 
which permitted the Imperialifts to reconnoitre the roads through. 
this village and the fore ft*. The paflTages were found narrow,. 
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^' and the more Inconvenient^ as the iharp froft^ attended with 
*' little fnowy had rendered the Hope (which is naturally very 
** fteep) fo flippery, that it was thought impoflible to afcend it 
** with the artillery and cavalry, whofe horfes were not (hod for 
'* that puppofe ; but M. de Faibri, at that time Major of the Staff 
•' (or corps of Field Engineers) having affured the Marihal that 
*^ he had examined the roads, which, though inconvenient and 
** difficult, he had found practicable, the order to march was 
'^ immediately given ; and, after having garnifhed the woods with 
'' Croats and huffars, who drove the Pruffians from the nearefi 
^* hdghts on the other fide, the corps continued to advance in four 
'^ columns by Reinhardfgrimme to Maxen. 

** General Finck had occupied the heights in front of Maxen 
^* with three batallions, (c) four howitzers, and five twelve-pound- 
** crs» (N*. 27) General Platen was pofled in Vront near Hauf« 
'^ dorf, with two batallions ; and the remainder of the troops 
^* faced General Brentano. A battery of four fix-pounders was 
«< eflablifhed upon the fleep hill on the right of Maxen, (N% 28) 
^* and two others of two twelve-pounders each^ oppofite Brentano's 
«< corps. (N% 29 and 30.) 

«' General Finck's not having occupied the two mountains, fitu«^ 
«' ated between the wood of Reinhardfgrimme and Haufdorf, ren- 
** dered his pofition very defcdlive, by favouring the debouche 
** and deployement of the Imperial troops from the abovemen- 
** tioned wood, which could neither be feen nor prevented, on 
^' account of the two mountains I and F, fituated between the 
<< debouche of the wood of Reinhardfgrimme and the ' mountains 
** C and H, upon which he was ported. 

•« It mufl be acknowledged, that after having detached M» de 
*« Wunfch, he was not ftrong enough to occupy them ; but with 
<^ what view he polled the General at fo great a diftance, or why 
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^^ the latter did not afterwards fupport him, I cannot account for, 
• «« I was informed by the Pruffian officers, that as foon as General 
*' Finck found himfelf attacked by the Impcrialifts, he difpatched 
*' fucceffively two or three officers to General Wunfch, to de- 
** mand the two batallions of Munchow as a fupport, during the 
*' attack of the hill of Maxen, and that the General refufed to 
*' comply with this order, alledging that he* could not fpare them. 
** It would perhaps have been more prudent, if General Wunfch ha^ 
** not only fcnt thefe two batallions, but followed with his whole 
** force to the affiftance of General Finck; for fuppofing the army 
*' of the Empire had pafled the defile of Miiglitz, which the fmall 
*' force under the command of M. de Wunfch could not have 
** prevented, the reunion of a numerous body of troops on a 
'' ground fo narrow and interfered as that near Maxen^ far from 
•* being formidable, .would have been rather advantageous to the 

^*' Pruffians; but M. de Wunfch's corps remained at its poft near 
*^ Blofchwitz during the whole adtion, fatisfied with cannonading 
^* the troops of the Empire, which had advanced t6 Dohna, from 
'* the two batteries of four twelve-pounders, N*. ^y and 58. 

^^ As foon as the batallions of grenadiers of the advanced guard 
** had cleared the wood, they occupied the height on the right, 

. ** which the Marfhal afcended in order to reconnoitre General 
*' Finck's pofition, and make the neceflary difpofition for the at- 
** tack. He ordered the batallions of grenadiers, as they came 
^' up, to halt at the foot of the mountains, to prevent their be- 
^^ ing incommoded by the enemy's fire till the moment of attack. 
*' In fpite of the very fleep afcent, rendered ftill more flippery by 
** the fliarp froft, fnow and ice. Captain Schroeder of the Impe- 
** rial artillery, by his ikill and exertions, in a (hort time efla- 
•* bliffied a battery of eight twelve-pounders, upon the height^ 
•* N\ 23, which enfiladed the left flank of the Pruffians, and made 

** confidcrable 






. ( "9 ) 

^< confidcrablc havock. The cannonade became very brifk on both 
** fides ; but that of the Imperialiflsy having the advantage of 
'* fituation^ did the mod execution. As foon as this battery 
•' opened, General Platen retired with his two batallions from d, 
*' and entred into the line f. The troops on the other fide of 
«^ Maxen faced Brentano's corps, which had advanced from Ro- 
*« crfdorf to F. 

^' In the mean time the Imperial grenadiers,^ followed by the 
*^ infantry, advanced in columns, their cavalry on the left ; being 
•« debouched entirely from the wood G, they formed in order of 
'* battle, and brought eight howitzers and fix £ix-pounders uppn 
*< the height, (N"". 24) fituated ata.fmall diflance in front of their 
•* right, and upon that (N*. 64) twenty-fix pieces of different ca-^ 
** libres. The fire of thefe batteries, being extremely well nou- 
^' rifhed, mufl have carridd flaughter and confufion through the 
^' Prufiian ranks. Brentano's corps, in the mean time, continued 
*^ its approaches, firing from eight eight-pound culverins, placed 
^^ at N\ 24 and t^^ upon that part of Finck's corps which oppofed 
•* him near Wittgendorf. The fhot from the two attacks having 
^^ occafioned fome confufion amongfl the baggage placed at (h), 
^^ which communicated to the batallions, the enemy were obliged 
** to remove it to (i). The cannonade having continued three 
«« quarters of an, hour, the Marfhal ordered the grenadiers com- 
** manded by General Siikowitz, and fupported by M. dc ^infe 
with his brigade of infantry, to attack oh the right, and the 
brigade of Major Donabafle on the left. The cavalry marched 
in the hollow, under cover from the enemy's fire, and pafTed 
'* Haufdorf. 

'• Whilft the Imperialifls were defcending the height to attack 
•* the Pruffians, two batallions of the latter dcfcended the hill of 
'* Maxen to take them in fiank, g; the firing between thefe troops 
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^ hardly lafted a quarter of an hour, the Marflial having left ona 
*« batallion upon the height, N^. 24, to fecure this flank; the 
" battery likewife enfilading the Pruflian batallions, who being 
** at the fame time charged in front by the grenadiers, were forced 
^ to retreat with precipitation into the village of Maxen. 

*^^ General Finck immediately fupported them with a batallion of 
«* grenadiers from the right, and two of infantry from the left of 
^ the line oppofite Brentano's corps, N^. 36, 37, and 38, with fix 
'^ fquadrons of dragoons, 54, who marched through the village 
^ of Maxen to the height^ but the two batallions who had been 
*^ repulfed, threw thefe troops into diforder, and the greateft part 
** of them were made prifoners. The Pruflian Major Generals de 
<^ Rebentifch and Mofel ufed their utmofl endeavours to prevent 
^ the diforder, and rally the flying troops ; but their eflforts were 
^' ufelefs againfl; the diftinguifhed bravery of the Imperial grena- 
'^ diers, which feemed to increafe with the difliculty they en* 
** countered in climbing the heights, particularly thofe occu« 
«< pied by the enemies ; in ihort, they carried every thing before 
♦« them. 

<< The enemy's cannon could do but little execution, and the 
^ Pruflian cavalry was entirely ufelefs, from the want of fpace on 
^' the fleep height on which it was pofl:ed, and from whence it 
*' mufl: neceflTarily defcend to the charge, whereas that of the 
^ Imperialifls attacked and charged afcending. 

** There were fome fleches * upon the heights of Maxen, con* 
^ fliruded entirely of fl:ones, great quantities of which are found 

** in 
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Thefe fleches were fiippofed by many to have been conftrudled by Finck's corps ; but 
'' I can with troth afiert, that they were thrown up the year before^ by the Pra£an Major 
^' General de Knoblock : befides, I have too much refpedt for Field Engineers in general 
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^ in thefe environs : far from aififting the Pruffians in their defence, 
.** they were certainly hurtful. 

** The grenadiers and Imperial carablniers carried the principal 
** height (k) with but little lofs^ and obliged the Pruflians to 
*^ abandon their cannon. Fluihed with fuccei^^ they purfued 
^ them with too much ardour, and were falling iAto confufion ; 
'* which the Marihal perceiving, checked the purfuit, and formed 
*• the infantry in order of battle upon the height L, abandoned 
•* by the Pruflians. The Imperial cavalry turned the left of this 

height M, and purfued the advantage already gained with the 

utmofl: intrepidity. 

*^ As the attack of Brentano's corps became during this time 
" more feriou«. General Finck ordered fifteen fquadrons of cuiraf-- 
*' fiers to advance, commanded by Major Generals de Bredow and 

Vafbld (m) ; but being obliged to turn fome ponds, and pafs 

through marfhy meadows and thick furze, they could neither 
^^ formYior attack with the neceflary ihock and impetuofity; they 

were confequently repulfed, and obliged to retire with precipita^ 

tion to (n). The Imperial grenadiers purfued the victory ob«- 
^* tained on their fixie at Maxen, and continued pufhing the Fru£* 
*' fians beyond the village 

*' General Finck coUedted the routed and fcattered troops in the 
'^ bed: manner he could^ and ordered General de Lindflaett to 
" form them again near Schmorfdorf (o) ;, Brentano's corps con^ 
*' tinned advancing, and during this time arrived at N, and laflly 

at (O,) where it joined Marfhal Daun*s. The new pofition,. 
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(even were they Turks) to fuppofe they conftradled them to be defended ; and I hope to 
*^ do them juflice by fuppoiihg they were only intended as a ma(k. I am more inclined to be 
'* of this opinion, as I have entered a camp abandoned by the Prailians, which at firfl glance 
^ appeared to be fortified ; its parapet confifted of a few faggots, and the cannon were trunke 
" of trees.. 

•^ or 
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'^ or rather halt of the PruiHans, was but of (hort duration i for 
^^ the Imperialifts, elated with fuccefs, advanced with fo much 
^* bravery, that nothing could refill their efforts : they charged 
'^ the Pruflians ; broke their ranks j and» without giving them 
'^ time to breathe^ drove them from height to height, and took 
<< the greateft part of their artillery and fome colours. The 
** Prufilan cavalry, which threatened to fall upon the Imperial 
*« infantry, was repulfcd by the cavalry of the Imperialifts, par- 
*' ticuilarly by the regiment of dragoons of Young Modena, who 
'< afterwards charged and cut up the Prufilan infantry, took two 
^' batallions and their colours, together with fome ftandards and 
*' cannon. 

" Count Palfy, Lieutenant General of the army of the Empire^ 
'* bad advanced from Zehifla towards Dohna with the two regi- 
'^ ments of huiTars, Spleni and Haddick ; and Major General 
^* Kleefeld was polled at the fame point of Zofchendorf with 
V fome batallions of Croats and the Sclavonian hulTars. The 
*' prince of Stolberg, having under his command the Counts d'Ef- 
«' fern and de Fugger, had advanced to Buckerfwalda,^j where he 
•* took poll with the regiment of infantry of Mayence, one ba- 
** tallion of Darmlladt, two batallions of Fiiftcnbcrg, the regiment 
** of Imperial dragoons of Savoy, commanded by Major General de 
«< Voghera, and ibme large field-pieces { he alfo cannonaded 
«« Wunfch's corps from the batteries eftabiiflied at 59, 60, 61 ^ 
'* 62, and 63. 

*^ The light troops, commanded by Major Generals de Palfy and 
*^ de Kleefeld, afterwards palTed the ravin, and advanced towards 
*« Sirfen, to inclofe General Finck on this fide ; the latter, who 
** was purfued great part of the night, took poll in the plain be- 
^* twccn Falkcnhayn and Blofchwitz. 
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" The Marflial detached two regiments of cavalry towards the 
Elbe, to prevent the Prufiians from efcaping on this fide by 
eroding the river. 

** Thefe difpofitions threw General Finck, with the remainder 
*' of his corps, into the moft diftrefled fituation poflible; fur- 
rounded on all fides by gorges and defiles, whofe heights were 
occupied by the Imperialifts, there was not a fingle opening left 
** him to retreat. 

*• The night being too far advanced for the Imperialifts to con- 
tinue their attacks, the troops were formed in order of battle 
upon the heights, and pafTed the night under arms. (T.) The 
^^ ammunition which arrived from the camp at Plauen, was dif« 
^' tributed to them, and every preparation made for renewing the 
*^ attack at day-break. 

*' The fame night General de Seckendorf, pofted near Maltern, 
'' fent word that his huflars and dragoons in front of Dippoldif- 
*^ walda had been drove in, and that they difcovered the enemy^s 
*« infantry and cavalry*. He immediately received orders to de- 

** * Colonel Kleift retnnung from his expedition in Bohemia ndth his corp»» confifHng of 
ten fqnadronB of green huflfars^ ten fqnadrons of dragoons of Schorlemmer, and the free 
" batallion of Corviere* received orders at Sayda to fupport General Finck^ and had there- 
** fore immediately direded Ms, march to Dippoldifwalda, where he arrived very late at night 
** on the twentieth. The town was not occupied by the Imperialifts, and there was only a 
** picketof one hundred men pofted in a hoyfe contiguous to die bridge, without the town. 
*' The Sieur Kempel, Lieutenant of the batallion of Corviere, with fifty men, approached 
** underfavourof the night without being perceived, fupported by Captain le Grange, with 
^' one hundred more and a piece of cannoQ ; he killed the two centinels pofted at theibot of the 
" bridge, ^prized the picket before it co^ld got under arms, killed feyeral and made a great 
** many priibners, entering the town with thofe who fled, which he occupied. 

** General Hiilfen, who had likewife received orders to affift and difengage Finck, marched 

«' the twentieth from his cantonment at Son, near WildfdrufF, to Collmitz, and pufhed his 

<* advanced guard on to Klingenberg ; the twenty-firft he arrived with the latter at Dippoldif- 

^ <'' walda, and &mg there was no poi&bility of i^ving Finck's corps* he retreated with Colonel 

' Kleift to Freyberg. 
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^' fend his poft and the debouch^ to tho laft extremity, and la cafe 
«^ he found himfelf abfolutely obliged to abandon it, to fall back 
*' upon Reinhardfgrimme and Haufdorf* In the mean time the 
<' Mar(hal occupied the heights of tbe latter, with fix batallions 
^* and two regiments of cavalry, under the command, of General 
'^ Plonquet, and fent orders to Count Buccow (General of cavalry, 
<^ commanding the army near Plauen in his abfence) to detach 
'^ General Baron Anger immediately with four batallions to Rup« 
*^ chen^, and to reinforce this poft^ according as circumftances and 
** the flrength of the enemy at Dippoldifwalda might require, 
*' without riiking the fafety of the grand army. He was ordered 
^< likewife to keep up the communication between the latter md 
^* the corps pofted at Maxen and Blochwitz, and to cover their 
^^ left flank. The Generals Anger and Plonquet were to conCuU 
^^ on the proper fteps to be taken to anfwer thcfe intentions. 

*^ I have been aflfured General Finck had formed tbe refoltitioa 
^^ of cutting his way through the Imperialifts with the remainder 
^< of his corp« towards Schmorfdorf ^> and that he had iflfued oi;» 
*^ ders to the Generals under his command, to diftribute cartridges 
*^ amoagft the troops for that purpofe ;. but upon their reprefbn-^ 
** tation, that his forces were too much weakened to attempt this 
** enterprisie with Aiccefsj, he ordered them to be muftered in the 
*' night, and found the whole of bis infantry amounted but tO' 
" two thoufand eight hundred and thirty-fix men ;. the troops 

pofled upon the height of Maxen having been taken or dcfertei 

in great numbers^ 

•• Finding,, therefore,, 'that he could not riSt foch aii attack 
^^ with any hopes of fucceis with fo fmalL a force,, and havipg: 

" • Pfobablyby Muhlbach and CunnerTdorf : it is true diat he woaUi haiw been oppoMt 
M only by the light tcoops of Colonel Reid, bntat th&fiuac nine would have found i»pnGticabl^ 
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^ only eight pieces of cannon remaining, againft ten times the 
^^ number of troops^ furnifhed with a numerous artillery, and the 
^^ pofition of the Prince of Stolberg at Buckerfwalde, rendering 
*' the paffage at this place equally impradicable, it was determined 
<^ that the regiments of cavalry fliould file off by the gorge, un* 
** der favour of the night, pafs the corps of Imperial light troops 
^^ at break of day near Sirfen, and then purfue their March by Lug 
•* and Lockwitz. M. de Wunfch, though General of infantry, 
«« was ordered by General Finck to execute this manosuvre, having 
** the moft pcrfedl knowledge of the country*. 

An hour before day^light, the Mar(hal ordered the* cannon to 

advance as near as poi3ible, and the grenadiers to hold them*- 
^^ felves in readinefs to renew the attack at day-break. 

*' A general officer of the Prufflans arrived at the advanced poft, 
^* and defired to be admitted to the Commander in Chief, The 
^* Marfhal being informed of it, fent General Lafcy to acquaint 
*< him they muft lay down their arms, and furrender at difcretion. 
*^ The cannonade had began before the Marfhal could give orders 
** to poftpone the attack, but was immediately filenced. General 
^^ La(cy foon after returned, with the anfwer that Finck's corps 
'^ Would furrender prifoners, on condition they might retain their 
^' baggage, which the Marshal granted. 

^* In the mean time General Wunfch had endeavoured to efcape 
*' with the cavalry in the manner indicated, but had met with in* 
'< furmountable obftacles in the attempt ; being obliged to lead the 
** horfes one by one acrofs the ice, only a few fquadrans of huf« 

fars had paffed the firil gorge when the Imperialids perceived 
*• them. The Marfhal infiftcd that Wunfch's corps, or rather 

" * I have no doubt of this plan being thought of, as I had the -infonnation from the Pruf- 
" fian officers themielves ; but I cannot conceive how the paffage of the cavalry could have 
^' been practicable on this iide» ftill lefs which way it could have joined the king's army. 
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•* the iSx regiments of cavalry which he then comthanded^ iBontd 
'^ be included in the capitulation, upon which General Firick ob* 
*« fcrved, that he could not capitulate for M. de Wunfch, who 
«« was commandant of a feparate corps. 

'' During this treaty, which Finck prolonged as much as poiG- 
*< ble, to give M. de Wunfch time to execute the intended paflage, 
** he fent drfFerent officers, in the prefence of M. de Lafcy, under 
** pretence of informing Wunfch of his capitulation, but in fad to 
** fee if he had already paflcd the defile of Sirfen, M. de Lafcy 
*^ perceiving the ftratagem, threatened to renew the cannonade,, if 
" M. de Wunfch continued his retreat. 

'• The difficulty of penetrating through a ground fb interfeftcd^, 
^* and whofe ravins were covered with brufh-wood and occupied 
•' by Croats, augmented every inftant ; and the laft officer whonx 
•* General Finck fent, returned with the information, that fcarce 
^^ half a fquadron had paiTed Sirfen, and that General Wunfch 
•* found the paffage impadticable. Upon which General Finck,, 
'' and the generaU under his command, figned the capitulation at 
Blochwitz, General Wunfch excepted^ whofe corps was not- 
withftanding included; even thofc who hadpaiTcd the gorge 
were obliged to return, and lay down their arms with the reft : 
'' but he beifig near Sirfen when the capitulation was figned, could 
*' afterwards avail himielf of this circumftance, and afTert that lue 
'* had no fliare in it. 

** The whole corps having laid down their arms, the prifonerB 
•* were condudled to the great garden near Drcfden, by the troops 
•* ordered on this duty. The Marfhal then pofted the principal 
*' part of his corps upon the heights of Maxen, fent 6rentano*8 
*' divifion towards Dippoldifwalda,, and himfelf rejoined the grand 
"army near Dreliien* 
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^* The number of killed and wounded^ was iocondderable on 
both fides. 



'♦ The Imperialifts took 



3 Pair of filver kettle drums* 

I Pair of brafs ditto. 
24 Standards. 
96 Pair of colours. 



*' ARTILLERY. 



25 Three-pounders, 

^ Four-pounders, 

18 Six-pounders, 

17 Twelve-pounders, 

9 Howitzers, 



71 Pieces of cannon, and 44 ammunition waggons 



^' PRISONERS^ 



I 
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*^ PRISONERS, 



I Lieutenant General 



8 Major Generals • • 

9 General officers 



Finck. 

Rebentifcb, Linftaett, Mofel, 
Wunfch, Platen, Vafold, Brc- 
dow, and Geriilorfi 



4M 



\ 



4i 
4€ 
4t 



€€ 
4€ 
4€ 
44 



6 Colonels. 

3 Lieutenant Colonels, 
32 Majors. 
8S Captains. 
168 Firft Lieutenants* 
S^ Second Lieutenants* 
100 Eniigns. 
50 Officers of the Staff. 
8 Officers of the Artillery. ' 

549 Total of officers. 

^* According to the account publifhed by the Imperialifts, the 
total number of prifoners, including the non-commiffioned of- 
ficers, amounted to fourteen thoufand nine hundred and twenty- 
two men. 

Teilke concludes this account with obferving, 
<^ Every witnefs of this affair mufl allow» that the Imperialifls» 
independent of their good and judicious difpofitions^ and the ad- 
vantages they derived from the ground and their artillery, fought 
with the greatcft bravery* On the other hand, notwithflanding 
the pofition of the Pruffians, and the ground they occupied » 
rendered them incapable of ufing their arms with fuccefs, they 
certainly difplayed a great deal of firmnefs and intrepidity.'* 
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Explanation of PLATE II. 



A. Ruffian camp in front of Cuftrin 

from the fifteenth to the 
twenty-third of Auguft. 

B. Ruffian barricade of waggons. 
C; and D. The firft pofition of the 

Ruffians after they had raifed 

the fiege. 
£• and F. Second pofition of the 

Ruffians. 
G. and H. The pofition of the 

Ruffians on the twenty-fifth 

of Auguft. 



Figure i. The Pruffian advanced 

corps. 
2 and 3. The Pruffian army the 

night before the battle. 
4 to II. The advance of the 

Pruffians. 
12 to 1 6. Their formation for the 

attack. 
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Plate III. Figure i. 



I. and K. The Ruffian baggage and 
cavalry after having moved 
out of the fquare. 



Figure 17 and i8. Second pofition 
of the Pruffian cavalry. 

1 9 and 20. Advance of the Pruffian 
vanguard and batteries, which 
were afterwards advanced to 
22. 

23. Attack of the vanguard. 

Plate 



( 



) 



Plate III. Figure 2. 



L. Advance of the Ruffian right 

wing in purfuit of the Pruflian 

grenadiers. 
M. Advance of their cavalry for the 

fame purpofe. 
N. The right of the Ruffian fquare 

after it was broken. 
O. The new flank formed by the 

Ruffians. 
P. (^R. S. The Ruffian cavalry 

which attacked the Pruffian 

batteries. 



Figure 25. The broken Pruffian 
grenadiers. 

26. The Pruffian cavalry attacking 

the Ruffian. 

27. The Pruffian cavalry attacking 

the Ruffian infantry. 

2 8, 29^ 39» 3 1 • Second advance of 
the Pruffian army. 

2^. Attack and defeatof the Ruffian 
cavalry on the Pruffian right. 

32. 34. 35. The Ruffian cavalry 
atucking the battery on the 
Pruffian left, and the flight of 
thirteen Pruffian batallions. 



m^ 



Plate III. Figure 3;. 



T. The breaking of the Ruffian 

left. 
U. V. The Ruffian infantry and 

cavalry which formed in the 

evening and defended them* 

felves. 



Figure 36 and 37. The Pruffian 
cavalry, part of which took 
up the ground the thirteen 
batallions had« quitted, and 
part drove back the Ruffian 
cavalry; the whole afterwards 
advanced againf( the fquare 
with the infantry. 

38 and 39* The Pruffian infantry of 
the right wing attacking and 
routing the Ruffians, in con- 
jundtion with the cavalry. 

40. The 
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40. 



The Pruffian infantrv, after 
having changed its front to 
the left, endeavouring in vain 
to force the Ruflian troops 
ivhich had formed again in 
U and V. 

The Pruilian cavalry ftationed 
near Zomfdorf and Wilkerf- 
dorf to cover of battle againft 
the CoiTacks. 



Plate IIL Figure 4. 



W. and X. The Ruflian pofition on 
the twenty.fixth of Auguft. 

Y. and Z. Their pofition on the 
twenty-feventh, where they 
fired ^feu dejote. 



Figure 42 and 43. The king's po- 
fition on the twenty-fixth of 
Auguft. 

44 and 45. His majefty*s pofition 
on the twenty-feventh, when 
the Pruflians fired ^feu dejoie. 



Explanation of the Battle of H oc h k i r c h e n^ 

Plate IV. 

A. Camp of the Auftrians on the feventh of 0(ftober. 

B. A corps commanded by the Prince of Baden Durlach» 

C« Heights occupied by light troops under General Laudohn* 
D. Woods occupied by troops under General Brentano. 
£• General Retzow's camp on the Weiflenberg. 

a 2 F. The 
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F. The King of Pruflia^s camp at Hochkirchen. 

G. Five batallions of Auftrian grenadiers under General SifkoM'itz, ported 

on the Stromberg, and four others under Colonel Count Brown, polled 
at Kloflen. 

H. Pofition M. Daun's right wing took up on the tenth. 

It Abbatis made in the wood, which was afterwards opened to let the co- 
lumns pafs. 

K. Place where the right wing of the referve encamped on the night of the 
thirteenth, after retreat, beating whilft the whole army marched off 
in the moft perfedt filence, 

L. Place where the cavalry of the left, under O'Donel, aflembled and pafled 
the night. 

M. March route of the fame. 

N. Place where all the infantry of the Ipft, comnaap^^d by General Sincere, 
aflembled with the regiments of Ligne, of Brown, eight batallions of 
grenadiers, and fixteen fquadrons of carabineers, and Eqcfegtionadiers. 

O. Route which all thefe troops took during the night to arrive at the place 

of rendezvous. ^N. B. The regiments of Waldeck and Arbcrg 

marched by the fame route t;o join the corps of Gjenerids Laudql^n and 
Brcntano. 

P. Pofition during the night of twelve batallions of the right of the firft line, 
commanded by the Duke of Aremberg. 

(^ Route by which they marched, as alfo four regiments of cavalry, com- 
manded by General Baron de Buccow. 

R. Pofition of eight batallions from the right of the fecond line, and one 
regiment of cavalry, during the night. 

S. Route by which they marched under the orders of Lieutenant General 
Duke d'Urfel and General Prince Kinflcy. 

T. Pofition of fix batallions of the referve and a regiment of cavalry during 
. the night, under General Count de Colpredo. 

U. Pofition of two regin[ients of cavalry and fix bundfcd drafts from the in- 
fantry, under the orders of General Wife- 

W. Four batallions of the referve, and one batallion of grenadier?, polled in 
refer ve on the Stromberg, under Gcncrjil Q'Kdli. 

X- Poft 
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X. Pod where General Laudohn's corps pailed the night. 

Y. March of this corps in two columns. 

Z. Place of its formation, together with the cavalry of the left wing. 

Aa. Difpofition of three columns iffuing from the woods at four o'clock in 

the morning of the fourteenth, and marching to the attack of the 

Pruflian redoubts, under the command of Marlhal Daun himfelf, 
Bb. Firft formation of thefe columns during the time the regiments who had 

been at the head of them in conjunAion with the grenadiers, kept 

pulliing the enemy already in diforder, and attacked the church-yard 

of Hochkirchen. 
Cc. Pruflians defending themfelves on the heights. 
Dd. Firft formation of the carabineers and horfe grenadiers. 
Ec. A regiment of cavalry from the left wing. 
Ff. General Laudohn's Croats cannonading the Pruflians.. 
Gg. Second pofition of Marfhal Daun's attack. 
Hh. Heights where the Pruflians formed, from whence they made a very 

heavy cannonade. 
li. Various pofitions of the cavalry of the left wing. 
Kk. Difpofition of the attack of the right, under the Duke of Aremberg. 
LI. Difpofition of the attack of the corps marked R. under the Duke of 

Urfel and Prince Kinfky. 
Mm. Difpofition of fix batallions of fufileers and one batallion of grenadiers, 

detached during the night from the corps under the Prince of 

Durlach. 
Nn. Second pofition of ditto; the grenadiers take poflTeflion of redoubt on 

the right flank of the Pruflian camp. 
Oo. Four regiments of cavalry, two of which attack the enemy in Pp. 
Q3. Second pofition of the corps Mm, where it cannonades the Pruflians. 
Rr. Firft p<;rfition of General Retzow, after he had palTed the Labauer 

Waifer. 
Ss. Corps commanded by the Prince of Durlach advancing to Wieche. 
Tt. Poft to which three regiments of cavalry and four batallions, com- 
manded by the Prince of Lowenftein, followed General Retzow 's 

retreat from the WciflTenbcrg. 

Un. 
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Uu. Heights whcrc^the Pruflians rc-alTcmbled in force to cover their retreat. 
'Vv. Attack between the King of Pruflia's gardes du corps and the regiment 

of Lowenftein cavalry. 
Ww. Different attacks made by General L^udohn's Croats. 
Xx. Laft pofltion of General Retzow's corps covering the king's retreat. 
Yy. Some infantry attacked by the Pruflian cavalryj and fuftained by a 

regiment of cavalry from the left wing. 
Zz. Laft pofition of two regiments of cavalry under General dc Wife. 
tZ. Third pofition of Marfhal Daun's corps purfuing the retreating 

enemy. 

&c. Prince of Wurtemberg's pofition on the heights between Bclgern and 
DxeflL\ 



Explanation of Plate V. 

A. March of the Ruffians from Bouc to Palzig. 

-B. March of the Pruflians from ZuUichau towards Palzig in feveral columns^ 

fome of them pafled through Mofe and Kay. 
C. Pruffian army in order of battle. 
•D. Ruffians in ditto ; their right flank appuyee on a height which cut off the 

Pruffians from the road to Croffen, by which one of their columns E 

attempted to pafs but too late^ the Ruffians having already occupied 

that pafs with a battery of cannon at 

F. The Pruffians commenced the a(5lion at two o'clock in the afternoon by a 

brifk cannonade^ which lafted till half paft three ; they then tried to 
force the Ruffian army through its front, but the ground, and the po- 
fition they had taken, permitted only a fmall part of their left wing to 
attack, befides the Ruffian artillery. 

G. Was fo advantageoufly pofted that they could not gain any ground ; at 

four o'clock the fire of mufquetry fucceeded to that of the cannon, the 
Pruffians^ttacked the left of the Ruffians near their center, but with- 
out 
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out fucccfs; the mufquetry ceafed for fome rime, and the Ruffians 
thought the day already their own> but the huflars and coffacks at the 
entrance of the wood were compelled to give way, after which the 
Prufllans advanced in three columns H as far as the little eminence. 

L Where being arrived, they deployed to right and left in K, and the adion 
became general; the fire of the fmall arms lailed two hours. 

L. Four regiments of Pruffians which attacked the flank of the Ruffian right 
wii^ with fury, and made every exertion to penetrate, but were com- 
pelled by the heavy fire of artillery to retire to the main body of their 
army* 

M* Spot where the Ruffian cavalry was attacked and driven back to N* 

O. Cuiraffiers* 

P. HulTars and Coffacks purfuing the Pruffians* 



Explanation of Plate VI.. 

AB. Ruffian army in their intrenched camp. 

CD. Pruffian army. 

EFG. March of their columns. - 

HI. The king's firfl pofition. 

KL. Second'pofition. 

MN. Third pofition. 

O. Attack of the Pruffian cavalry which failed. 

P. Second attack of the Pruflian cava! ry^ which was equally unfuccefsfiil. 
QQ^ Lafl pofition of the Pruffians. 
RR. General Laudohn's corps. 

SS.. The fame, which took poft behind the Cowbottom, . and rcpulfcd the 

Pruffians. 
TT. Ruffian troops forming acrofs their camp* 
V. Attack of the enemy's cavalry upon the right flank of the Pruffian army, 

which decided the battle; 

X. Battery 
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X. Battery op the Spitzberg. 

Y* Auftrian and Ruffian cavalry forming to oppofe the firft attack of that of 

the king. 
Z. Ruffian Waggonbourg. 



References to Plate VII. 

A. Sincere's corps near Maltern, 

B. Brentano's corps near Rochrfdorf. 

C. Sincere's corps, in the rear of Reinhardfgrimme. 

D. Its advanced guard. 

E. Its march in four columns* 

F. Second pofition of Brcntano's corps. ' 

G. Sincere's corps advancing by Reinhardfgrimme. 

H. Deployement and order of battle of this corps for the attack. 

I. Its attack in columns. 

K. Attack of the height of Maxen. 

L. Deployement of the troops upon this height. 

M. Attack of the cavalry. 

N. Approach of Brentano's corps. 

P. Troops of the army of the empire, under the command of Generals Palfy 

and Kleefeld. 
(^ Corps under the command of the Prince of Stolberg. 
R. Light troops of the army of the empire, in the rear of the ravin. 
S. Light troops of Sincere's corps. 
T. Surrender of Fink's corps. 

(a) General Wunfch, near Blofchwitz. 

(b) General Platen, near Reinhardfgrimme. 

(c) Fink's corps, uear Maxen. 

(d) General Platen, at Haufdorf. 

(e) Pofition of Fink's corps, oppofite General Brentano. 

(f) General 
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(f) General Platen retired and pofted in line. 

(g) Two Prudian batallions defcending the mountain^ to take the Imperial 

grenadiers in flank, 
(h) Situation of the baggage, which was aften^ards conduced to 
(i) Its fecond pofition. 

(k) Reinforcement of the right wing 7 ^ t i. • i_ nn^ 

\'j..r r ^. 1 r ' ^ > to fupport the heights of Maxcn, 

(1) Remforcement of the left wing j 

(m) Attack of Brentano's corps by the Pruffian cuirailiers. 

(n) Poft where they rallied! 

(o) Second polition of Fink's corps. 

(p) Laft pofition of Fink's corps. 

(q) Grouhd wjiere the Prufllan cavalxy attempted to efcape. 



ERRATA. 



Page 


Line 




7 


21 


for conveyed read convoyed. 


7 


«S 


for Cretkowitz read Czetkowitz« 


8 


8 


for NameU read Namieft. 


lO 


26 


for fo read as. 


22 


xo 


after Schnabellin read and. 


35 


27 


for attached read attacked. 


77 


20 


for Ruffians read Pruffians. 


77 


3* 


for Chivaux read Chevaux. 


«9 


XI 


place the full ftop after the word Campaign* 


i>3 


19 


for fiattale read battle. 


"4 


29 


for perfued read purfued. 


122 


X 


for Sagan read Sagan. 


126 


«7 


for rife read raife. 


127 


10 


for Glogiau read Glogau. 


128 


22 


for TokeUs read Tokelli. 


C29 


1 


for Prince read Pruffians. 


«37 


18 


for twenty read two, and for forty read four* 




«9 


for twenty read two. 


193 


21 


for Collin read Kolin. 


204 


"7 


for marched off read formed. 


^15 


18 


for Count read Court. 
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